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Fabulous destinations.
Exceptional accommodations.

And now, a new level of personal service.

Make your next cruise even more memorable when you book with AARP Passport powered by
Travelocity. The 2006 Cruise Collection offers more than 40 sailings with Specially Trained AARP

Passport Representatives – STARs – to make certain your voyage is smooth and enjoyable.

AARP members also enjoy other exclusive benefits on a wide range of itineraries; each

specially selected for you and delivered by trusted AARP Passport travel providers.

Your next cruise sets sail at www.aarp.org/cruisecollection28.

Introducing the 2006 Cruise Collection from AARP Passport powered by Travelocity®.
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Trusted Travel | 1.888.291.1762 | www.aarp.org/cruisecollection28
Not an AARP member yet? Visit us online to join today.

AARP Passport powered by Travelocity may require a minimum number of staterooms to be booked on these sailings in 
order for a STAR to be onboard. In the event that a STAR will not be sailing, passengers will be notified prior to departure.
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among 
national general-interest publications, is published 
monthly by The American Legion for its 2.7 million 
members. These wartime veterans, working through 
15,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves 
to God and Country and traditional American values; 
strong national security; adequate and 
compassionate care for veterans, their widows and 
orphans; community service; and the wholesome 
development of our nation’s youth.
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new generation of severely wounded 
veterans.
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Justice David Souter’s property by the 
power of eminent domain may not 
have worked, but it shed light on a 
problem “50 years in the making.” 
By Jeff Stoffer
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democratic movement. By Michael Radu

32 To Save the Stars and Stripes
Flag Protection Is, In Fact,
a ‘Voting Issue’
We must vindicate the principle of 
popular sovereignty by acting on it at 
the ballot box.
By Richard D. Parker

All It Takes Is One Vote 
to Rescue Our Flag
The Court erred when it classifi ed 
fl ag desecration as “free speech.”
By Maj. Gen. Patrick H. Brady (USA ret.)

The U.S. Congress Is Duty-Bound 
to Pass the Flag Amendment
The ultimate authority on the 
Constitution is “we the people.”
By Stephen B. Presser

42 It’s Not Personal, It’s Politics
So your elected representative 
doesn’t return calls? Join the crowd.
By Ben Stein
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 10 Big Issues
 46 Rapid Fire
 62 Comrades
 68 Parting Shots

The Supreme Court’s 5-4 decision in 
Kelo v. City of New London spurred 
rebellion among property-rights 
champions. Page 18
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Woodrow Wilson believed the importance 
of the fl ag for future generations is 
determined by our reverence for it today. 
Photodisc

"No state shall ... deprive any person of life, liberty 
or property without due process of law."
14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Save $50*

on your Las Vegas trip today!

Las Vegas is an oasis of glitz and glamour filled with cool casinos and pulsing neon lights. Escape

with a stroll through boutique shops, a night out at a dazzling show, or a relaxing meal at a top

restaurant. Use AARP Passport powered by Travelocity to easily find great rates on thousands of

flights, hotels, vacation packages, and more. Book your Las Vegas Flight + Hotel together using

TotalTripPlusSM by June 30, 2006, to get your exclusive $50 savings!

Book your travel with us, and enjoy the peace of mind that comes with your AARP membership.
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Trusted Travel | 1.888.291.1757 | www.aarp.org/passport42
Not an AARP member yet? Visit us online to join today.

*Promo code SEEVEGAS is valid only from 4/1/06 to 6/30/06 on Flight + Hotel TotalTripPlus bookings for three nights or longer for travel 6/1/06 to
8/31/06 to Las Vegas, Nevada. Not to be combined with any other offer. Restrictions apply. See Web site for details: www.aarp.org/passport42
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MESOTHELIOMA VICTIMS

For many veterans, their battles are far from
over. They’re stricken with mesothelioma
from exposure to asbestos aboard ships
and in other environments. Burdened
with skyrocketing medical costs, vets and
their families need financial security.

As a former Marine, we fought together
yesterday. As a seasoned attorney, I’ll
fight for you today. Attorneys at Coady
Law Firm have successfully represented
veterans in mesothelioma claims nation-
wide for over a decade. We’ve helped
them understand their rights – and
secured their rightful compensation.

Trust in someone who served with you.
Contact the Coady Law Firm. Receive a
free, no obligation consultation.

When training, experience and a steady 
hand really count, turn to a fellow veteran.

Bud Coady
Harvard, 1979
USMC, 1979-89, 1991
Gulf War Veteran

Attorney at Law

For free medical and legal information, dial 1-888-802-MESO, or visit www.MIRG.org
205 PORTLAND STREET •  BOSTON, MA 02114  •  E-MAIL: info@coadylaw.com
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NEWCOH-ALM-0606

Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings
Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599
❑ YES. I wish to order the following Exclusive War Veteran Ring, 

personalized with my initials and year dates of service.   Check (✓) choices:

❑WWII    ❑Korean    ❑Vietnam    ❑Desert Storm     ❑Iraq (not shown)

Service Branch Emblem:  
❑Army     ❑Navy     ❑Air Force     ❑Marines     ❑Coast Guard

Initials Desired (3): ____  ____  ____    Service Yrs: ______ to ______

❑ I am a Purple Heart recipient, Please add my medal to my ring.
NOTE: A copy of your DD214 must be sent with your order. Thank you.

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments 
of $49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 
A custom ring sizer will be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit.

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes)   Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Name ______________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City                                 __________ ________State Zip____________

Signature ____________________________________________________

Phone # (________) ____________________________________________
* Plus $9.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling.

PA residents add 6% ($12.30) sales tax.
© ICM 2002-2006 These rings have been registered with the  United States Copyright Office, as sculpture.

ORDER FORM

Band is engraved with your
initials & years of service.

NOW AVAILABLE
DESERT STORM
SERVICE RINGS

FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO  ORDER: 1-800-255-3048
Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST  Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering.

VISIT  VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

YOUR CHOICE OF SOLID 10 KT GOLD SERVICE BRANCH EMBLEM ON TOP OF RING
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SPECIALLY DESIGNED TO HONOR WAR VETERANS AND PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS 

UNITED  STATES  MIL ITARY
W A R  V E T E R A N  S E R V I C E  R I N G S
Featuring Official Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials and Gold Service Branch Emblems

We proudly present our Official Veterans
Military Service Rings as powerful
reminders of the bravery and sacrifice

made by so many Veterans during these terrible con-
flicts. The tops of each ring feature solid 10 KT Gold
Military Service emblems mounted on genuine black
onyx (Marine on red stone). Inside of ring is solid and
smooth for maximum comfort and fit.

The sides of the rings are detailed original artistic sculptures of
your War Memorial, Service Medal and Ribbon. 

Each ring is custom-crafted in America using gen-
uine sterling silver, richly detailed in 22 karat
antiqued gold. As a permanent mark of exclusivity,
your ring will be engraved on the inner band with
your initials and the year dates of your service.

PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS 
MAY HAVE THEIR MEDAL AND RIBBON 

IN PLACE OF THE WAR MEDAL AND RIBBON.

VIETNAM
VETERANS

KOREAN
VETERANS

WWII
VETERANS

Authorized by the  Korean War 
Veterans Memorial Foundation

Vietnam Purple Heart Ring
shown with Army Service Branch Emblem

AUTHORIZED BY

INTEREST-FREE PAYMENT PLAN. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 100%
“Thank you” priced at a remarkably low $199*, an affordable payment plan is also available. Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return

your ring within 30 days for replacement or refund – no questions asked. So, order yours today! You have earned the right to wear this special ring.
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     Kudos for the article regarding 
Congress giving the shaft to 
veterans who were not able to 
complete 20 years of service due 
to early retirement because of 
disability. Earned retirement pay 
is just that – earned – while 
disability compensation was 
intended to compensate for pain 
and suffering, loss of earning 
potential and adverse impact on 
lifestyle endured by disabled 
veterans. Full concurrent receipt 
of pay, regardless of years 
served, is the right thing to do. I 
hope every member of the 
Legion, along with family and 
friends, will contact their elected 
representatives and demand that 
this wrong be righted.

– Floyd R. Burchett, 
Battle Ground, Ind.

 Your article “Insult to Injury” 
hit me right between the eyes. 
Those of us Chapter 61 retirees 
with fewer than 20 years of ser-

vice are at the bottom of a 
disturbing class system that is 
growing every day because of 
the combat wounds suffered in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. I wonder 
if the young soldiers know 
what’s in store for them if they 
are wounded, retired under 
Chapter 61 and left to survive on 
a single pension that leaves them 
physically disabled and strug-
gling in poverty for the rest of 
their lives. How many would 
enlist? Some changes have to 
take place to care for those who 
carried the burden of combat on 
their shoulders, instead of the 
lobbyists and corporations that 
get fi lthy rich off us.

– P.K. Barnes, Canisteo, N.Y.

‘Anatomy of an Aircraft Carrier’
Reading this article brought 

back many memories of my 
service aboard the USS Constella-
tion (CVA-64) in the Tonkin Gulf 
off Vietnam from 1967 to 1969 

(April). However, Matt Grills left 
out one colored shirt that always 
stands out on the fl ight deck: 
white with a red cross. All fl ight 
operations are required to have a 
hospital corpsman and a battle 
dressing station manned. Few in 
numbers, but great in saving life 
and limb. 

– John Zeig, Dell Rapids, S.D.

‘Untapped Depths’
While I agree with many of 

Milton Copulos’ points and 
applaud him for bringing them to 
our attention (April), I strongly 
disagree with his conclusion that 
further destroying the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge and 
further polluting our shorelines 
with offshore oil and gas rigs is 
the way this country should go. 
Instead, I would offer the obser-
vation that weaning this country 
from all oil, not just foreign oil, is 
a much better approach and will 
yield benefi ts for us as well as 
the rapidly deteriorating environ-
ment. Wind power, solar power, 
electric vehicles (hybrids are a 
good start but only a baby step), 
biomass-based fuels, even 
nuclear power – all of these need 
to be actively and aggressively 
pursued, preferably with the 
money government will spend on 
all other fossil fuel-based meth-
odologies it keeps trumpeting as 
the solution to our energy woes.

I know the technology is 
sitting on the shelf waiting to be 
used. Why we don’t pursue it is 
totally beyond me.

– Tom Bohon, Olympia, Wash.

 Why aren’t these untapped 
energy resources being used? 
The obvious answer is that 
everyone in power – including, 
and especially, the news media – 
has yielded the fi eld to the 
enviro-nazis. As a veteran, I 
know what it means to fi ght for 
something, and unfortunately 
very few of our leaders and 

vet voice
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‘Disabled and Denied’

Congratulations to Steve Brooks for 
acknowledging the inequities cast 
upon disabled veterans in their attempts
to secure adequate disability 
compensation (April).

When a servicemember is physically or 
mentally wounded through no fault of his 
own, it is incumbent upon the Department 
of Defense to willingly produce some form 
of disability benefi t and to show compas-
sion in compensating the member for the 
government-accepted liability. 

Why DoD, through the Physical Evaluation 
Board (PEB), acts like a court board – 
adversarially, to deny ownership 
or responsibility to the member in main-

taining his or her quality-of-life issues – is a mystery.

The article helps us to reason and understand why this form of injustice 
has been accepted for so many years. It is my opinion that career paths 
have been created on denying disability benefi ts while knowing that 
disabled members are reluctant to question the disability severance/
retirement system.

Let’s push the Veterans Disability Benefi ts Commission, found online at 
www.vetscommission.org, to rectify the Chapter 61, Title 10 statutes that 
prevent disabled servicemembers from receiving a just or earned benefi t 
when they become disabled through no fault of their own. 

– Len Deemer, Aurora, Colo.

Andy Goodwin
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For many, NEXIUM can reduce the risk of
stomach ulcers caused by continuous use of
certain pain medications.
If you’re taking pain medications such as ibuprofen,
naproxen or aspirin, as directed by your doctor,
there’s something you should know.

If you are over 60 or have had a previous stomach ulcer,
continuous use of these medications puts you at risk for a
stomach ulcer.

While these medications may be effective in providing 
pain relief, they can weaken the stomach lining, allowing
stomach acid to cause an ulcer. Not all stomach ulcers 
cause symptoms, so talk to your doctor to see if you 
might be at risk for this problem.

If you’re concerned about risk of a stomach ulcer caused 
by continuous use of your pain medication, ask your doctor
about prescription NEXIUM. When taken daily, NEXIUM has
been proven to help reduce the risk of stomach ulcers
associated with certain pain medications. NEXIUM is not a
pain medication. Your results may vary.

NEXIUM has a low occurrence of side effects, which may
include headache, diarrhea and abdominal pain. Ask your
doctor today if NEXIUM is right for you.

Please read the important Product Information
about NEXIUM on the adjacent page 
and discuss it with your doctor.

NEXIUM and the color purple as applied to the capsule are registered trademarks of the AstraZeneca group of companies. © 2006 AstraZeneca LP. All rights reserved. 232270   8/05

FOR A TRIAL OFFER, CALLfree
1-888-49-NEXIUM OR VISIT HelpPreventUlcers.com

If you’re without prescription coverage and can’t afford your 
medications, help may be available. Call or visit us online.

They just found out
their pain medication 
could put them at risk 

for a stomach ulcer.

So why 
don’t they look 

concerned? 
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Please read this summary carefully, and then ask your doctor about NEXIUM. No advertisement can provide all the 
information needed to prescribe a drug. This advertisement does not take the place of careful discussions with your doctor. Only

your doctor has the training to weigh the risks and benefits of a prescription drug for you.

NEXIUM®
(esomeprazole magnesium)

20-mg, 40-mg Delayed-Release Capsules
BRIEF SUMMARY Before prescribing NEXIUM, please see full Prescribing Information. INDICATIONS AND USAGE NEXIUM is indicated
for the short-term treatment (4 to 8 weeks) in the healing and symptomatic resolution of diagnostically confirmed erosive esophagitis; the mainte-
nance of symptom resolution and healing of erosive esophagitis (controlled studies do not extend beyond 6 months); and for the treatment of
heartburn and other symptoms associated with GERD; and for risk reduction of NSAID-associated gastric ulcer. CONTRAINDICATIONS NEXIUM
is contraindicated in patients with known hypersensitivity to any component of the formulation or to substituted benzimidazoles. PRECAUTIONS
Symptomatic response to therapy with NEXIUM does not preclude the presence of gastric malignancy. Atrophic gastritis has been noted occasionally
in gastric corpus biopsies from patients treated long-term with omeprazole, of which NEXIUM is an enantiomer. Information for Patients
NEXIUM Delayed-Release Capsules should be swallowed whole and taken at least one hour before meals. For patients who have difficulty swallowing
capsules, one tablespoon of applesauce can be added to an empty bowl and the NEXIUM Delayed-Release Capsule can be opened, and the pellets
carefully emptied onto the applesauce. The pellets should be mixed with the applesauce and then swallowed immediately. The applesauce used should
not be hot and should be soft enough to be swallowed without chewing. The pellets should not be chewed or crushed. The pellet/applesauce mixture
should not be stored for future use. Antacids may be used while taking NEXIUM. Drug Interactions Esomeprazole is extensively metabolized in
the liver by CYP2C19 and CYP3A4. In vitro and in vivo studies have shown that esomeprazole is not likely to inhibit CYPs 1A2, 2A6, 2C9, 2D6, 2E1 and
3A4. No clinically relevant interactions with drugs metabolized by these CYP enzymes would be expected. Drug interaction studies have shown that
esomeprazole does not have any clinically significant interactions with phenytoin, warfarin, quinidine, clarithromycin or amoxicillin. Post-marketing
reports of changes in prothrombin measures have been received among patients on concomitant warfarin and esomeprazole therapy. Increases in INR
and prothrombin time may lead to abnormal bleeding and even death. Patients treated with proton pump inhibitors and warfarin concomitantly may
need to be monitored for increases in INR and prothrombin time. Esomeprazole may potentially interfere with CYP2C19, the major esomeprazole
metabolizing enzyme. Coadministration of esomeprazole 30 mg and diazepam, a CYP2C19 substrate, resulted in a 45% decrease in clearance of
diazepam. Increased plasma levels of diazepam were observed 12 hours after dosing and onwards. However, at that time, the plasma levels of
diazepam were below the therapeutic interval, and thus this interaction is unlikely to be of clinical relevance. Coadministration of oral contraceptives,
diazepam, phenytoin, or quinidine did not seem to change the pharmacokinetic profile of esomeprazole. Studies evaluating concomitant administration
of esomeprazole and either naproxen (non-selective NSAID) or rofecoxib (COX-2 selective NSAID) did not identify any clinically relevant changes 
in the pharmacokinetic profiles of esomeprazole or these NSAIDs. Esomeprazole inhibits gastric acid secretion. Therefore, esomeprazole may 
interfere with the absorption of drugs where gastric pH is an important determinant of bioavailability (eg, ketoconazole, iron salts and
digoxin). Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility The carcinogenic potential of esomeprazole was assessed using
omeprazole studies. In two 24-month oral carcinogenicity studies in rats, omeprazole at daily doses of 1.7, 3.4, 13.8, 44.0 and 140.8 mg/kg/day (about
0.7 to 57 times the human dose of 20 mg/day expressed on a body surface area basis) produced gastric ECL cell carcinoids in a dose-related manner
in both male and female rats; the incidence of this effect was markedly higher in female rats, which had higher blood levels of omeprazole. Gastric
carcinoids seldom occur in the untreated rat. In addition, ECL cell hyperplasia was present in all treated groups of both sexes. In one of these studies,
female rats were treated with 13.8 mg omeprazole/kg/day (about 5.6 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) for 1 year, then followed for
an additional year without the drug. No carcinoids were seen in these rats. An increased incidence of treatment-related ECL cell hyperplasia was
observed at the end of 1 year (94% treated vs 10% controls). By the second year the difference between treated and control rats was much smaller
(46% vs 26%) but still showed more hyperplasia in the treated group. Gastric adenocarcinoma was seen in one rat (2%). No similar tumor was seen
in male or female rats treated for 2 years. For this strain of rat no similar tumor has been noted historically, but a finding involving only one tumor is
difficult to interpret. A 78-week mouse carcinogenicity study of omeprazole did not show increased tumor occurrence, but the study was not
conclusive. Esomeprazole was negative in the Ames mutation test, in the in vivo rat bone marrow cell chromosome aberration test, and the in vivo
mouse micronucleus test. Esomeprazole, however, was positive in the in vitro human lymphocyte chromosome aberration test. Omeprazole was
positive in the in vitro human lymphocyte chromosome aberration test, the in vivo mouse bone marrow cell chromosome aberration test, and the 
in vivo mouse micronucleus test. The potential effects of esomeprazole on fertility and reproductive performance were assessed using omeprazole
studies. Omeprazole at oral doses up to 138 mg/kg/day in rats (about 56 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) was found to have no
effect on reproductive performance of parental animals. Pregnancy Teratogenic Effects. Pregnancy Category B Teratology studies have been
performed in rats at oral doses up to 280 mg/kg/day (about 57 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) and in rabbits at oral doses up to
86 mg/kg/day (about 35 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) and have revealed no evidence of impaired fertility or harm to the fetus
due to esomeprazole. There are, however, no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Because animal reproduction studies are not
always predictive of human response, this drug should be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed. Teratology studies conducted with omeprazole
in rats at oral doses up to 138 mg/kg/day (about 56 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) and in rabbits at doses up to 69 mg/kg/day
(about 56 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) did not disclose any evidence for a teratogenic potential of omeprazole. In rabbits,
omeprazole in a dose range of 6.9 to 69.1 mg/kg/day (about 5.5 to 56 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) produced dose-related
increases in embryo-lethality, fetal resorptions, and pregnancy disruptions. In rats, dose-related embryo/fetal toxicity and postnatal developmental
toxicity were observed in offspring resulting from parents treated with omeprazole at 13.8 to 138.0 mg/kg/day (about 5.6 to 56 times the human doses
on a body surface area basis). There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Sporadic reports have been received of
congenital abnormalities occurring in infants born to women who have received omeprazole during pregnancy. Nursing Mothers The excretion of
esomeprazole in milk has not been studied. However, omeprazole concentrations have been measured in breast milk of a woman following oral admin-
istration of 20 mg. Because esomeprazole is likely to be excreted in human milk, because of the potential for serious adverse reactions in nursing
infants from esomeprazole, and because of the potential for tumorigenicity shown for omeprazole in rat carcinogenicity studies, a decision should be
made whether to discontinue nursing or to discontinue the drug, taking into account the importance of the drug to the mother. Pediatric Use Safety
and effectiveness in pediatric patients have not been established. Geriatric Use Of the total number of patients who received NEXIUM in clinical
trials, 1459 were 65 to 74 years of age and 354 patients were �75 years of age. No overall differences in safety and efficacy were observed between
the elderly and younger individuals, and other reported clinical experience has not identified differences in responses between the elderly and younger
patients, but greater sensitivity of some older individuals cannot be ruled out. ADVERSE REACTIONS The safety of NEXIUM was evaluated in over
15,000 patients (aged 18-84 years) in clinical trials worldwide including over 8,500 patients in the United States and over 6,500 patients in Europe and
Canada. Over 2,900 patients were treated in long-term studies for up to 6-12 months. In general, NEXIUM was well tolerated in both short- and long-
term clinical trials. The safety in the treatment of healing of erosive esophagitis was assessed in four randomized comparative clinical trials, which
included 1,240 patients on NEXIUM 20 mg, 2,434 patients on NEXIUM 40 mg, and 3,008 patients on omeprazole 20 mg daily. The most frequently
occurring adverse events (�1%) in all three groups was headache (5.5, 5.0, and 3.8, respectively) and diarrhea (no difference among the three
groups). Nausea, flatulence, abdominal pain, constipation, and dry mouth occurred at similar rates among patients taking NEXIUM or omeprazole.
Additional adverse events that were reported as possibly or probably related to NEXIUM with an incidence �1% are listed below by body system:
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opinionmakers understand 
the concept.

– Dermot F. Wood, Flanders, N.J.

‘Annie, Get Your Gun’
I am a National Rifl e Associa-

tion life member, law-abiding 
citizen, hunter and fi sherman. 
As Charlton Heston says, 
“When they pry my gun from 
my cold, dead hands.” I was 
outraged to hear the Supreme 
Court justices quote laws from 
foreign countries. If they want 
to quote and make decisions 
based on foreign laws, why 
don’t they quote other laws, 
such as if a thief is caught his 
hands are cut off, or if he 
speaks against his country he is 
executed? I think Supreme 
Court justices should follow the 
U.S. Constitution and Bill of 
Rights, not some foreign 
country’s rubbish. If they want 
to rule by foreign laws, they 
should move there. I’m sure 
most Americans will help 
contribute to the move.

– David Cooper, Martinsburg, W.Va.

The argument I hear defend-
ing the right to keep small arms 
in one’s house is the need to 
protect the family against 
hostile intruders. The fact is 
that the number of homeowners 
who have successfully used 
their guns to repel housebreak-
ers is so small that it’s statisti-
cally insignifi cant. Instead, the 
victims of small-arms fi re are 
friends and relatives. The 
overwhelming number of gun 
casualties occur among people 
who know each other. In most 
such cases, guns are fi red 
accidentally, in anger or in 
drunkenness.

Is the very remote possibility 
of using the gun to protect 
your home worth the much 
greater risk of a friend or loved 
one being shot?

As to the constitutional 

vet voice
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question, gun defenders quote 
the Second Amendment: “The 
right of the people to keep and 
bear arms shall not be in-
fringed.” They never quote the 
opening clause, the reason for 
the amendment: “A well regu-
lated Militia, being necessary to 
the security of a Free State.”

Today we have the well-
regulated militia in the form of 
the National Guard. And the 
members keep their militia 
weapons in the armory, not in 
their homes.

In early times, we often had 
no standing army, and certainly 
no National Guard, so citizens 
with muskets in their homes 
were a potential National Guard, 
as they were at Lexington and 
Concord. Today there’s no way 
to reasonably suppose that guns 
in the home protect “the secu-
rity of a Free State.” Clearly the 
Second Amendment has out-
lived the purpose for which it 
was created.

– Fred Lollar, Chico, Calif.

‘China’s Hidden Gulags’
Thanks to Harry Wu for 

telling the world about the 
People’s Republic of China’s 
“laogai” system, or gulags 
(April).

More than 58,000 U.S. service-
members died in Vietnam, 
fi ghting to stop the spread of  
communism in Southeast Asia. 
That was the Domino Theory; 
those countries would fall to 
communism like dominoes. I 
guess our leaders aren’t worried 
about dominoes anymore. Why 
does the U.S. government do 
everything today to make 
communist China the new 
world power?

We have corporate CEOs today 

who have one main concern: 
next month’s profi ts. Communist 
China’s main concern is what it 
will rule 100 years from now. 
President Eisenhower was right 
on with his warning about a 
political military-industrial 
complex. Much of what takes 
place in our great land today 
shows little regard for our 
nation’s future.

Wu is right: “And even today, 
we do not engage with Cuba and 
North Korea. Why is China 
different? We cannot convince a 
tiger to become vegetarian.”

– Leland G. Olson, Arlington, S.D.

U.S.-Mexico security fence
U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee’s 

opposition argument shares a 
common and Pollyanna-ish 
viewpoint with the more liberal 
members of our nation (Big 
Issues, April). She cites lives lost 
among those attempting to 
illegally enter our country by 
taking increasingly more 
dangerous rural routes of entry. 
She says fences will cause an 
even greater loss of life because 
illegal entrants will not be able 
to use more innocuous urban 
points of entry.

First, why should we provide 
easier ways to illegally cross our 
borders? Second, why are the 
deaths of criminals breaking the 
law our social and moral 
responsibility, especially those 
who are not even U.S. citizens?

If we wish to be serious about 
deterring illegal immigration, 
we have to make it tough and 
dangerous to illegally enter this 
country. Coddling criminals by 
worrying about their well-being 
while they are breaking the law 
makes no sense at all.

– Joshua Nims, Waco, Texas

Our work force is fi lled 
with illegal immigrants, and 
the wage structure is lopsided 
because of their impact. 
Young men and women who are 
serving their country in Iraq 
and Afghanistan should not 
have to compete with anyone 
to earn a living wage. Nothing 
is cheaper here because of 
the low wages. The employ-
ers make higher profi ts; 
that’s the simple reality of 
the situation. 

I agree with Rep. Frank: 
“It is the duty of Congress to 
support every effective effort to 
protect the American people.” 
Rep. Lee is apparently not think-
ing in the best interest of the 
American people or of the young 
people of her district who grew 
up here, got a high school 
diploma, went into the armed 
services and served.

It is bad enough that we 
outsource millions of jobs to 
favored nations, but do we 
have to destroy the hopes and 
dreams of the youth of our 
nation as they return home 
from war and attempt entry 
into our work force?

We are past the point of talk. 
It is time to close the borders 
and to give no qualifi cation 
to illegals.

– John G. Mason, Naples, Fla.

‘The Right Place’
 Your article about the up-

coming Salt Lake City conven-
tion is very good, but I would 
like to point out that Peter 
Corroon is mayor of Salt Lake 
County. Rocky Anderson is the 
mayor of Salt Lake City. Also, 
the Gateway Mall is west of 
Temple Square, not east.

– Richard Pollei, Holladay, Utah
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The week of June 26, the U.S. Senate has the opportunity to correct 
a mistake made by the Supreme Court 17 years ago, a mistake 

that took from the American people a right they’d possessed for more 
than 200 years.

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., pledged to The American 
Legion in March that he will bring the fl ag amendment, S.J. Res. 12, 
to the Senate fl oor for a vote that fi nal week of June. His promise 
couldn’t come at a better time. S.J. Res. 12 has 58 co-sponsors in the 
Senate. It is supported by at least 66 senators – just one vote short of 
what’s needed to send it back to the states for ratifi cation.

The amendment simply reads, “The Congress shall have power to 
prohibit the physical desecration of the fl ag of the United States.” 
It doesn’t make fl ag desecration illegal. The amendment simply takes 
power over the fl ag from the Supreme Court, which ruled 5-4 in a 
1989 decision that fl ag desecration is a form of free speech protected 
under the First Amendment, and returns it to the people. The amend-
ment would have to be ratifi ed by 38 states before becoming part of the 
Constitution. Polls commissioned by The American Legion and the 
Citizens Flag Alliance consistently show that 75 percent to 80 percent 
of Americans support protecting the fl ag. 

Some oppose amending the Constitution. But we are not correcting 
the Constitution; we are correcting the Supreme Court’s wrongful 
interpretation of it. Congress has an obligation to correct those mistakes, 
thus the existence of the amendment process. It took a constitutional 
amendment, for instance, in 1870 to make it impossible for U.S. citizens 
to be denied the right to vote on account of race, color or previous 
condition of servitude. In 1920, the 19th Amendment granted voting 
rights to women. 

The Court got it wrong when its one-vote decision in Texas v. Johnson 
defi ned fl ag-burning as speech. The First Amendment clearly states, 
“Congress shall make no law … abridging the freedom of speech …” 
As former baseball manager Tommy Lasorda said, speech is when 
you talk. Desecrating the fl ag is conduct, a type that has no business 
being protected.

As one of the original member organizations in the CFA, The Ameri-
can Legion has been at the forefront of the fl ag-amendment issue since 
1989. Now, in these next two months, we need to lead once again. 
The Legion needs you to contact your senators. Thank those who have 
supported us all along and ask them to continue. Tell those opposed that 
we are not asking them to change their minds – just their vote. Ask our 
opponents to give the people a chance to decide whether Old Glory is 
worth protecting. There will be those who say they support a statute to 
protect the fl ag. Tell them that if they truly want to protect the fl ag, an 
amendment is the only way to do so. 

Call your senators. Fax or e-mail them. Visit their district offi ces. 
Write letters. Persistence has kept the fl ag amendment an issue for 
17 years. Two more months of even more persistence can restore a right 
that never should have been taken away from the American people.

Old Glory needs our help

MEMORANDA

SALUTE OUR HEROES: The 
American Legion and The New 
York Times Job Market head to 
Boston’s Fenway Park on June 13 
for the second “Salute Our  
Heroes: The Veterans Job Fair & 
Career Expo.” The event, in 
collaboration with BostonWorks, 
starts at 1 p.m. This is the second 
in a series of similar events 
where veterans and the spouses 
of active-duty personnel are 
invited to meet and interview 
with up to 100 potential 
employers. Future events include 
Tampa, Fla., on July 11 and New 
York City on Nov. 6. Visit the Web 
site for more information and to 
register for the event.

www.nytimes.com/
saluteourheroes

PENTAGON PODCASTS: The 
Pentagon Channel, DoD’s video 
news service, recently added 
video podcasting to its line of 
products that distribute the 
channel’s military news and 
information to the military and 
audiences around the world. For 
more information on video pod-
casting, or to view the Pentagon 
Channel streamed live, visit 
www.pentagonchannel.mil on 
the Web.

National Commander 
Thomas L. Bock 
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Spend a little less time on diabetes.
And a little more on life.

Every month, 10,000 more people with diabetes start using the benefits 
available from Liberty. We offer home delivery of testing supplies with no 
shipping charges, knowledgeable staff who work with Medicare to handle
claims, no waiting for reimbursement, personal reminders when it’s time to
reorder and more. With many of the Medicare Prescription drug plans, 

you can also have Liberty deliver prescriptions to your
home. It’s all-in-one, to-your-door convenience.

Liberty can help you follow your doctor’s orders so you can
stay healthier. We help you do the things you need to do,
so you can get on with the things you want to do. 

If you’re on Medicare, the cost of your diabetes supplies may be covered.*
� Yes, I would like to know more about Liberty’s home delivery program, with no charge for shipping. 

First Name MI Last Name

Address Apt. # Telephone

City State Zip Code

Email

Signature

*Deductibles and co-payments apply. 

Mail this Reply Form to: Liberty Medical,
P.O. Box 20005, Fort Pierce, FL  34979-0005

By signing this Reply Form, you are authorizing the Liberty Family of
Companies to contact you by telephone.

Supplies, prescriptions and support in one easy, reliable program.

Free information with no obligation.
Call 1-866-691-9276.

(          )

The Liberty Family of Companies is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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Diabetes Testing Supplies • Prescription Medications
A1c Testing • Ostomy Supplies

1-866-691-9275

(             )

*Co-payments and deductibles apply.
The Liberty Family of Companies is in compliance with Titles VI and VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Do You Have Diabetes?
Are You on Medicare?

If you answered “yes” to both questions,
the cost of your diabetes testing supplies may be covered!*

Know the Facts About Medicare Coverage for 
Individuals with Diabetes. Liberty Medical is the nation’s leader in
home delivery of diabetes testing supplies. We are a Medicare participating
provider. You could be eligible for our complete home delivery program of 
diabetes testing supplies, and the cost may be covered by Medicare.* With
many of the new Medicare Prescription drug plans, you can also have Liberty
deliver prescriptions to your home.

No Up-front Costs.* You pay no money up front when you order 
diabetes testing supplies from Liberty. With qualified supplemental 

insurance, you may owe nothing at all.

No Claim Forms to Fill Out. We will bill Medicare
and your supplemental insurance company for you.

No Charge for Shipping. Your order will be 
delivered to your home with no charge for shipping. 
You won’t have to stand in pharmacy lines or go out in 
bad weather. 

To Learn if You Are Eligible, 
Call Us Toll-Free:

Find Out How Liberty Can Help You Live a Healthier Life.
Yes, I would like to know more about home delivery of diabetes testing supplies from Liberty.

First Name            MI            Last Name

Address                        Apt. # Telephone

City                State            Zip Code

Email

Signature

By signing this reply form, you are authorizing the Liberty Family of Companies to contact you by telephone.

Mail this Reply Form to: Liberty Medical
PO Box 20005, Fort Pierce, FL 34979-0005

Or, Call Liberty Toll-Free at 1-866-691-9275.

Call Liberty or

mail this form

today for more

information!

Actor and 
Liberty Medical Customer
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big issues

NSA domestic-surveillance program

Sen. John Cornyn,
R-Texas
Cornyn is a member of the Armed 
Services Committee. 

SUPPORT
Rep. Dennis J. Kucinich, 
D-Ohio 
Kucinich serves on the subcommit-
tee on National Security, Emerging 
Threats and International Relations.

OPPOSE

America is fi ghting a global war against an 
enemy who not only opposes our freedoms but 
our existence. That should be the starting point 
for any discussion of the president’s legal authori-
ties for the National Security Agency’s (NSA) 
surveillance of al-Qaeda.

Just three days after the 
9/11 attacks, Congress passed 
a joint resolution authorizing 
the president to use all neces-
sary force against the respon-
sible terrorist organizations. 
The resolution provides the 
president with authority to 
direct the NSA to conduct surveillance against  
al-Qaeda. 

Some of the president’s critics contend that 
when Congress, through its resolution, authorized 
the president to kill, capture or confi ne al-Qaeda 
terrorists, it somehow prevented him from inter-
cepting al-Qaeda communications. But gathering 
critical battlefi eld intelligence against the enemy 
at which the resolution is directed is a fundamen-
tal incident of waging this war. Signals intelli-
gence, which today includes the NSA’s surveil-
lance activities, has been a crucial part of 
military confl icts throughout U.S. history. 

I have thoroughly examined the legal authori-
ties governing the NSA program. This critical 
intelligence-gathering initiative is consistent with 
the terms of the congressional resolution and the 
directive it gave the president to wage war against 
al-Qaeda. It is misleading to characterize the NSA 
program as some sort of broad-based domestic 
spying on U.S. citizens. The program is narrowly 
focused. By targeting the international communi-
cations of al-Qaeda, our intelligence experts are 
better able to connect the dots in order to prevent 
another 9/11. The president has the authority – 
indeed, the responsibility – to execute this critical 
program that is keeping Americans safe.

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 
The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121

 The president’s program of spying on Ameri-
cans is illegal, unjustifi ed, a gross abuse of 
executive authority and a danger to the basic 
rights of every American. Our Constitution is 
clear: Congress makes the laws and the president 

executes the laws. Congress 
did not authorize spying on 
Americans without a court’s 
approval, and no one is 
above the law. 

The government has a 
duty to protect the nation's 
citizens. It also has a 
responsibility to follow the 

rule of law. Legal mechanisms exist for the 
government to seek wiretaps to gain information 
on individuals who may harm this country. 

For more than 30 years, the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act (FISA) Court has provided the 
government legal authority to execute warrants to 
wiretap individuals who may seek to harm our 
nation. FISA takes into account the need for emer-
gency surveillance. FISA allows wiretapping 
without a court order in an emergency; the court 
must simply be notifi ed within 72 hours.

Four presidents – Carter, Reagan, George H.W. 
Bush and Clinton – used FISA to combat terror-
ism. Only one president, the current commander 
in chief, has subverted FISA. 

The government has a constitutional duty to 
provide for the common defense, and it must do 
so while protecting the Constitution’s guarantee 
against illegal search and seizure. 

Benjamin Franklin once stated, “Any society 
that would give up a little liberty to gain a little 
security will deserve neither and lose both.” 
Legal and legislative experts, along with members 
of Congress and senators from both sides of the 
aisle, agree: domestic spying, without a warrant, 
is an unnecessary, unconstitutional abuse of 
power by this administration. 

THE HEART OF THE ISSUE

The National Security Agency 
surveillance program allows the 

agency to monitor and collect e-mails 
and phone calls connected to 

al-Qaeda. Critics say the warrantless 
wiretapping of Americans is illegal 

and unconstitutional.
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Dave Oman considers himself a lucky man. He 
has a loving wife and three children he 

adores. He is a hero in Milton-Freewater, Ore., a 
quiet agricultural town near the Washington 
border. Life, however, is anything but idyllic for 
the 35-year-old Walla Walla, Wash., native. In one 
breath, he will tell you, “Every day is a good day.” 
In the next, “I should be dead.”

Oman has struggled 
during the past two years 

to recover from life-
altering injuries he 
received during a 

midnight enemy 
attack along a 
dangerous Bagh-
dad road. He is 
missing an eye and 

can’t consistently keep his balance. He sustained 
third-degree burns, a broken nose and a shattered 
cheek. Shrapnel and burning fuel seared his right 
side from his ear to his hand. Emergency trache-
otomies kept him alive on the battlefi eld. He has 
four titanium implants in his mouth and cheek-
bone, permanent reminders of his near-death 
encounter fi ghting in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

He also struggles to overcome emotional damage 
wrought from the Baghdad fi refi ght, coping with a 
new fear of the dark so strong he couldn’t go to the 
door to call his dog at night. His tremors have only 
recently subsided. Step by step, he’s learning to 
live with post-traumatic stress disorder.

The former Army sergeant refuses to concede 
victory to his physical and emotional injuries. He 
continues to receive treatment at VA’s Wainwright 
Memorial Medical Center in Walla Walla. His 
balance is improving, and he can drive a car once 
again. “It’s about moving forward,” he says.

The Firefi ght. It was business as usual when Oman 
left camp May 15, 2004, to patrol an area between 
his base of operations and another unit down the 
road – just another nighttime mission to sniff out 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and investi-
gate suspicious activity along the route. Returning 
to home base for the night, the three-vehicle 
convoy received a heads-up that they might run 
into enemy insurgents. The drivers immediately 
spread out, initiating well-rehearsed combat 
tactics. Then all hell broke loose.

“We started taking fi re,” Oman recalls. “The 
enemy fi red three RPGs in our direction. The 
fi rst hit the front of our truck and blew in the 

windshield, knocked out the driver and injured 
our gunner. The second RPG entered the truck 
through the shattered windshield and hit a steel 
plate directly behind my head. The grenade 
fragmented but did not detonate. If it had 

As a growing number of severely wounded veterans restart their lives, the Legion,
the Pentagon and local communities are duty-bound to reach out.

BY JAMES V. CARROLL

When Heroes Come Home Hurt

Former Army sergeant Dave Oman is putting his life 
back together after sustaining severe injuries in an 
enemy attack while on patrol in Baghdad in May 
2004. “I should be dead,” he says. James V. Carroll
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detonated, I wouldn’t be talking today.” He remem-
bers almost nothing between the fi refi ght’s fi rst 
moments and awakening at Brooke Army Medical 
Center in Texas days later, Oman says.

As the wounded soldier lay unconscious, the 
enemy opened up with small-arms fi re. Oman’s 
gunner, despite having much of his arm torn 
apart, returned fi re to buy his buddies time until 
the rest of the patrol joined up with them.

“I don’t know if the fi rst RPG knocked me 
unconscious or if my brain just shut down,” Oman 
says. “But I’m probably alive today because my 
gunner, despite his injuries, kept the enemy from 
crossing the road and overrunning us. I was also 
lucky that a medic was with our patrol, and he 
took quick action.” 

The Call. As military doctors treated Oman’s 
wounds, an unwelcome ringing awoke his wife, 
Deanna, from a fi tful sleep at 4:30 a.m. back 
home. A phone call at that hour is the fear of 
every military spouse. As the Army sergeant at the 
other end of the line spoke, Deanna felt both relief 
and horror. 

“At least he’s alive,” she remembers thinking. 
“The sergeant told me Dave was injured, but he 
was stable. I hung up the phone, looked at my 
mom for a minute, and then just started bawling. I 
was terrifi ed I would lose Dave.”

As Oman underwent transport from Baghdad to 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany to 
Brooke Army Medical Center, Deanna – numb 
with fear and worry – prepared to join her injured 
husband. He arrived in Texas on May 18. Deanna 
arrived a day later.

“When I fi nally got to be with Dave, the doctors 
warned me not to touch him,” she recalls. “I 
couldn’t touch him for three weeks – not even a 
little kiss. I guess they thought I might get an 
infection or something from a virus that Dave 
could have brought home from Iraq. It was the 
longest wait of my life. I was going crazy.”

Once the couple knew he would recover, the 
Omans had diffi cult decisions to make. It didn’t 
take long for them to realize staying in Texas was 
out of the question. Oman’s uncertain future with 
the Army made it impossible for them to secure a 
loan for a house. They considered renting an 
apartment, but they couldn’t even afford that. After 
more than a year of surgeries and rehabilitation – 
facing an uncertain future and mounting fi nancial 

problems – they returned to Milton-Freewater. 
“It took what little I was able to save to get back 

home,” Oman says. “After renting a truck, buying 
gas, paying for food and motel rooms – well, we 
were broke.” 
 
The Homecoming. Oman is an independent, 
private man, a responsible provider for his family. 
But as autumn 2005 turned to winter, he knew he 
was in trouble. Relatives helped the family the 
best they could, but there was too little income to 
care for their needs. Christmas looked bleak. 
Oman had barely enough money to feed and 
clothe his family. He had no job and held little 
hope one would materialize. The former cavalry 
sergeant possessed few civilian skills to get a job. 
The Army had taught him how to fi ght a war, but 
there was not much call for that in Milton-Freewa-
ter. “If it weren’t for the loss of my eye, I guess I’d 
be qualifi ed to enforce the law or maybe even 
break the law,” he says, his lips forming a wry 
smile. “But one eye won’t cut it in law enforce-
ment, and my eye patch makes me too recogniz-
able to be a successful crook.”

As much as he resisted the idea, Oman knew he 
needed help, and the community responded. The 
Milton-Freewater American Legion and other local 
veterans organizations there and in Walla Walla 
pitched in. The Oregon Veterans Motorcycle 
Association helped. Milton-Freewater Elks hosted 
a Stars and Stripes potato-bar buffet and silent 
auction. Local Kiwanis and Lions clubs donated 
goods and money to help the family pay past-due 
car payments, medical bills and other living 
expenses. Individual contribution after contribu-
tion poured in.

“It was like everyone in the community pitched 
in to turn what we thought was going to be the 
worst Christmas of our lives into the best Christ-
mas of our lives,” Oman says. “It was amazing 
how total strangers took time out of their lives to 
help us.”

Local attorney Andy Millar, a Post 24 Legion-
naire and American Legion Department of Oregon 
judge advocate, is widely considered the driving 
force behind the massive show of support. He 
takes little credit.

“I remember getting a call from Nancy Wilmes, 
the Oregon Legion department secretary, a few 
days before Christmas,” Millar says. “She told me 
Legion National Headquarters had just notifi ed her 
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How a community becomes a Hometown for Heroes

Contact the Military Severely Injured Center toll-free at (888) 774-1361. Informational materials can be 
downloaded online at www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/troops/injuredsupport.
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about Oman’s plight. I made a few phone calls, 
and it just sort of snowballed.” 

It was easy for the community to rally around 
the Army hero and his family, Millar says. Oman 
was a local boy who joined the Army out of a 
sense of duty to serve his country. His sacrifi ce so 
moved Wilmes that she bought winter coats for the 
entire family. 

“We owe our liberty to the likes of Dave Oman 
and other brave men and women who answer our 
country’s call,” Millar says. “They are heroes by 
any standard. The least we can do as individuals 
and as a community is to assist our servicemen 
and women during their transition to civilian life. 
All of them put their personal lives on hold and 
put life and limb in jeopardy.”

Oman can’t help but wonder how he and his 
family would have survived the winter without 
the support and generosity of 
the tiny Oregon community 
he calls home. He is espe-
cially thankful for Millar’s 
leadership.

“Andy was there every time 
we needed help,” Oman says. 
“He was the go-to man, the 
man who got things rolling, 
and the man who made the 
phone calls to make things 
happen. The whole commu-
nity pitched in, and we are 
grateful for each and every 
person and organization who 
helped us. But Andy is 
special. I think everyone 
will agree.”

Today, thanks to the 
support and outreach of his community, the Oman 
family’s future is bright. VA disability compensa-
tion, GI Bill benefi ts and a payment from Traumat-
ic Injury Servicemembers Group Life Insurance are 
making it possible for him to provide for his family 
and pursue higher education. He says that if it 
wasn’t for the people around him who stepped up, 
he’s not sure what would have happened.

“It is important that local communities really 
support these injured young men and women 
when they return from military service,” Oman 
says. “Believe me, such community support 
can make all the difference. It did for me and 
my family.”

However, most folks back home have no idea 
about combat experience and what it does to a 
human being, he adds. As young Americans return 
to their hometowns physically or psychologically 

harmed from war, they look to veterans for a type 
of support they can’t get elsewhere, Oman says.  

“It’s important that veterans hook up with 
returning soldiers,” he says. “Even though they’re 
separated by age, they share common experiences.”

A New Reality. Advanced medical technology and 
battlefi eld treatment save Oman and those like 
him. Soldiers who sustained similar wounds in 
World War II or Vietnam most likely would have 
died, according to a 2004 study in the New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine. But for every four U.S. 
soldiers killed in Iraq, nine others have survived 
their wounds, says the report’s author, Dr. Atul 
Gawande, a surgeon at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital in Boston. 

In World War II, 30 percent of Americans 
injured in combat died, Gawande writes. In 

Vietnam, the number 
dropped to 24 percent. And 
in combat operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, only about 
10 percent of U.S. soldiers 
injured lost their lives.

Today, battlefi eld doctors 
concentrate on damage 
control, not repair, Gawande 
writes. If injuries warrant, a 
soldier wounded in Iraq or 
Afghanistan is quickly fl own 
from the battlefi eld to Brooke 
Army Medical Center in San 
Antonio or Walter Reed in 
Washington. During the 
Vietnam War, it often took 
45 days to transfer a wound-
ed soldier back to the United 

States. Today it takes less than four.
More than 18,000 U.S. soldiers have been 

wounded since combat operations began in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, DoD reports. More than 
9,700 returned to duty within 72 hours, while 
8,400 others were incapacitated longer. Others, 
unable to return to duty, were discharged. Hun-
dreds are amputees, and hundreds more have 
been severely burned or sustained debilitating 
head injuries. 

Increased battlefi eld survivability is a testament 
to advanced military equipment, improved medical 
technology and innovative treatment strategies, 
military and medical professionals say. But with 
success comes obligation. Injured soldiers, particu-
larly those with severe injuries, now require 
unprecedented support after they return home, 
where they soon become worried about money, 
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What your community can do

 Organize a welcome-home celebration

Help secure temporary and/or 
permanent housing

Assist in adapting a home or vehicle

Find jobs and educational opportunities

Create a carpool for hospital visits

Help with child care

Offer fi nancial support

Provide transportation

Deliver entertainment options

Guide families to counseling

Assist with spiritual support
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how they are going to get from place to place with 
their decreased mobility, career prospects and 
education. Some require personal or family 
counseling. Left on their own to cope, wounded 
warriors and their families can quite easily be 
overwhelmed. 

Many local communities, much like Milton-
Freewater, launch support activities only after an 
injured soldier returns home, Millar says. It’s not 
that they don’t care. It’s that they don’t know the 
degree of need and how and when it must be met. 
Oman and his family were home three months 
before the community was alerted to their strug-
gle. Things moved quickly once people were aware 
of their circumstances, but there was little time to 
create a plan of action.

Now, through a recently formed partnership, 
communities have a better chance than ever to 
help wounded warriors move on with their lives.

Heroes To Hometowns. The Pentagon and The 
American Legion, in a joint effort to tailor pro-
grams to the individual needs of injured U.S. 
soldiers recently discharged, have formed a 
partnership aimed at easing transition from active 
duty to civilian life. The arrangement gives local 
communities time to gather resources and develop 
programs to provide for the needs of a returning 
soldier and his or her family, in advance.
In March, DoD appointed The American Legion as 
the organizational point of contact in each state in 
forming Heroes to Hometowns committees in local 
communities. The Legion is charged with coordi-
nating the efforts of local veterans service groups 
and other nonprofi t organizations, business 
leaders, chambers of commerce, state and local 
governments, congressional liaisons, churches, 
local military units, unions, and fi nancial, legal 
and educational organizations interested in 
providing support.

“Because of its national support system and the 
services it provides, The American Legion is in a 
unique position to partner with DoD to coordinate 
services with VA and other agencies to support the 
extraordinary needs of severely injured service-
members and their families,” Navy Cmdr. Dave 
Julian, director of the Military Severely Injured 
Center in Arlington, Va., said at the Legion’s 
annual Washington Conference in March. 

How does the program work? The American 
Legion National Headquarters will inform state 
departments and local posts of their roles. Depart-
ment representatives will provide guidance for the 
local programs. Meanwhile, National Headquarters 
will appoint Heroes to Hometowns representatives 

in each state who will then communicate directly 
with DoD and the Military Severely Injured staff, 
including MSIC’s care managers and counselors. 
As part of the agreement, the Legion will provide a 
representative to staff The American Legion 
Heroes to Hometowns information desk at the 
MSIC offi ce in the Pentagon. In addition, the 
Legion will track, record and report to the MSIC all 
efforts made by state Heroes to Hometowns 
representatives.

DoD will ensure coordinated exchange of 
information to The American Legion on severely 
injured servicemembers and provide the lead time 
necessary for The Legion to coordinate community 
efforts to provide assistance.

The Heroes to Hometowns collaboration is a 
logical solution to a complex problem, says Ameri-
can Legion National Commander Thomas Bock. 
Wherever an injured soldier returns, an American 
Legion post is nearby, ready, willing and able to 
welcome home a fellow veteran. “Veterans and 
their younger brothers and sisters in arms are 
one,” Bock says. “Forged by common experience, 
we are opposite edges of the same sharpened 
sword. Whether steeled by battle or honed in 
peace, we slice our way to the heart of the matter: 
one for all, all for one. Neither time nor circum-
stance can tarnish that unwritten oath or dull the 
obligation. Heroes to Hometowns is an excellent 
opportunity for us to practice our craft: veterans 
helping veterans.” x

James V. Carroll is assistant editor at The American 
Legion Magazine.
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Iraq war veteran and Pentagon MSIC offi ce manager 
Steven Clark, left, talks with Arlington, Va., Post 24 
Commander Richard Evans. James V. Carroll
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ill Pierce crossed the continent to 
march in an army of strangers. He fl ew into 

Boston, rented a car and drove alone to the 
rolling wooded hills of south-central New Hamp-

shire. By the time he pulled into the parking lot in 
Weare, a sprawling town of about 8,500, many of 
his accomplices had already arrived. It was an 
eerily warm January morning during a rare 
midwinter “brown-out” where the only surviving 
drifts of snow could be found melting stubbornly 
in the shadows. But balmy 
weather wasn’t the only 
strange thing going on this 
winter Saturday morning in 
Weare, where residents are 
accustomed to living-room 
visits with presidential candi-
dates and occasional sight-
ings of their reclusive neigh-
bor on the U.S. Supreme 
Court, Associate Justice 
David Souter. Pierce came in 
his hunting boots, ready to 
invade.

Inside the drafty town hall, 
locals and out-of-staters 
mingled in stocking caps and fi ngerless gloves, 
hovering over gas-station coffees, chattering in 
groups of two and three. Some hauled in from an 
SUV boxes fi lled with maps of the town and fl yers 
promoting Sunday’s “Rally for the American 
Dream.” To guide those who would seek signatures 
during the petition drive was a sample script: “Hi, 
we’re collecting signatures for a project to stop emi-
nent-domain abuse .…” The script included the 
disclaimer, “By participating in this event you 
agree to hold harmless and not pursue legal action 

against the organizers or other related 
parties should you be harmed.” The papers 
were lined up on the stage, alongside a fresh 
copy of Ayn Rand’s 1957 novel “Atlas 
Shrugged” and Steven Greenhut’s 2004 book, 
“Abuse of Power: How the Government Misuses 
Eminent Domain.” In one corner stood an easel 
where diagrams of the Lost Liberty Hotel and Just 
Deserts (sic, Old English spelling, they say) Café 
were displayed. A documentary fi lmmaker circled 

the room, looking for scenes.
Yes, it was one strange 

winter weekend in Weare.
Pierce, 40, had come all the 

way from his home in Port 
Orchard, Wash., because to 
him government seizure of 
private property solely for 
someone else’s economic gain 
is a moral outrage. He 
passionately believes some-
thing deeply American is 
forfeited when the courts 
agree it’s OK to take some-
one’s home and broker it to a 
private developer on the mere 

potential that such a transfer will increase tax 
revenue. That’s what the Supreme Court agreed on 
June 23, 2005, by a 5-4 vote, in the landmark Kelo v. 
City of New London decision. Pierce was enraged. 
He knew he had to do something. When he heard 
about a scheme to use the power of eminent 
domain to force Justice Souter, who voted with the 
majority, out of his rickety 200-year-old farmhouse 
on the spooky outskirts of Weare, and put the Lost 
Liberty Hotel in its place, Pierce decided to burn 
some hard-earned Boeing vacation hours and take 

Last summer, a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision strengthened government 
power to seize private property and 

hand it over to commercial 
developers. The decision unleashed 

a long-brewing torrent of public 
outrage over eminent-domain abuse, 
including one bold attempt to force 
Associate Justice David Souter to 
live with his vote, move out of his 

house and make way for the 
Lost Liberty Hotel.
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up the cause. “I don’t like talking about my rights 
in the past tense,” he said.

“This is not a prank,” promoter Logan Darrow 
Clements said when announcing the hotel project 
last summer from his Los Angeles offi ce. “The 
Town of Weare has fi ve people on the board of 
selectmen. If three of them vote to use the power 
of eminent domain to take this land … we can 
begin our hotel development.”

A local group called the Committee for the 
Protection of Natural Rights led the movement in 
Weare. Clements and his company, Freestar Media 
– which is guided by Rand’s philosophy of objec-
tivism and an unabashed disdain of government 
intervention in a free society – took it national.

Four days after the Kelo decision, Clements 
notifi ed Weare offi cials of the plan. National 
media soon picked up the story, which got good 
play on talk radio and the Drudge Report. “Rush 
Limbaugh read my entire press release word for 
word on his show, laughing, saying this is the 
greatest thing, and that added gasoline to the fi re,” 
Clements said. “Then it was all over every blog. I 
couldn’t even keep track. No way to keep track. 
My Web site went from 180 visitors the day before 
to 370,000 unique visitors the next day.”

Developers across the country wanted in. 
Clements interviewed nearly 30 before settling on 
Texas builder Mike Michaud. “I heard about it on 

talk radio in Dallas,” Michaud said. “So I 
sent an e-mail. Then I called. I asked what every-
body else was asking: what can I do? I’m in the 
business of building homes. So, I thought, why not 
build a home for America?”

Michaud joined the mid-January rally and 
walked the muddy roads of Weare with volunteers 
who came from as far away as Virginia, Texas, 
California and Pennsylvania. Driveway to drive-
way, door to door, they stopped every adult they 
saw and asked them to sign the petition, which 
committed little more than moral support of the 
plan to seize Souter’s property; the measure 
already had a reservation on the March ballot. 
Some volunteers came because they, themselves, 
claimed to be victims of property takings else-
where. Others showed up because they think the 
Kelo ruling widens the gap between the rich and 
the poor, spawning a kind of postmodern feudal-
ism. Petitioners were liberals and conservatives, 
locals and out-of-towners, men and women, 
wealthy and not, who came on their own dimes to 
usher eminent-domain abuse onto the grand stage 
of political theater. Major media continued to 
cover the story as events unfolded, and Clements 
became a regular on the talk-show circuit.

When asked why he cares so much about it, 
Pierce reached for his wallet. “It’s for these guys – 
my kids, and for their kids,” he said, fl ipping 
through the photos. “To me, property rights are 
inseparable from freedom. The tendency of 
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freedom is to diminish over time. And so you’ve 
got to fi ght its erosion every step of the way.”

“No state shall … deprive any person of life, liberty 
or property without due process of the law.”

14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

For the ordinary person, the term “eminent 
domain” can be diffi cult to digest. Schoolchildren 
are taught to distinguish “imminent” from “emi-
nent” with images of thunderstorms and kings. 
“Domain” can be a place on earth or in space, even 
cyberspace. That the king can claim your place on 
earth is the power of eminent domain. Its exercise 
is often simply called “takings.” In a nation where 
property ownership is routinely regarded as a 
leading factor in America’s prosperity, the idea of 
government “takings” doesn’t set well with people 
like those who came to march in Weare last winter. 

“Private property ownership is one thing that 
sets America apart,” said William Deans of Allen-
town, Pa., who alone collected 43 signatures. “I 
think this issue should be bigger than abortion, 
bigger than gay rights, but it’s not in people’s 
minds as much as it should be. This is a tremen-
dous, tremendous reduction of people’s rights, and 
tremendous potential for abuse and corruption.” He 
said he is fi ghting eminent-domain seizure of his 
own two rental properties and his home.

U.S. government entities have always reserved 

some power to force a sale of private property for 
public uses, like the building or expanding of 
roads, canals, power lines, military bases or 
schools. And where ill-kept private property 
presents a safety or sanitation concern, the govern-
ment can declare it as “blighted,” condemn it, and 
seize it under the power of eminent domain. The 
government is supposed to pay a fair price – “just 
compensation” under the Constitution – but the 
price is based on real estate alone, ignoring 
intangibles like a brake shop’s familiar location, 
the unrealized gains of a costly home-improve-
ment project or, equally important, the priceless-
ness of a place owned and loved by an individual. 

Defi nitions of “blight” and “just compensation” 
are at the core of most eminent-domain legal 
struggles. But Kelo fi rmly added to the mix the 
metamorphosis of “public use” (road, canal, power 
line, etc.) to “public benefi t” (hotel, mall, casino, 
pro football stadium or anything else that stands 
to raise tax revenue) as a basis for seizing property 
from one person and handing it off to another. It 
was a shift “50 years in the making,” said Steven 
Anderson, coordinator of the Castle Coalition, a 
watchdog organization attached to the Institute for 
Justice, which defends property owners fi ghting 
eminent-domain abuse.

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, writing for the 
dissent in Kelo, illuminated the threshold the Court 
had crossed by blessing the “public benefi t” 

Freeport, Texas – Hours after 
the Kelo decision, offi cials in 
Freeport began legal fi lings to 
seize the waterfront property 
of two seafood companies to 
make way for an $8 million 
private boat marina. In 
November 2005, the U.S. Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals lifted a 
court order that had prevented 
the city from moving forward 
with its condemnation efforts. 
One of the plots that city 
offi cials planned to take by 
eminent domain is Western 
Seafood, a shrimp-packing 
operation that has been in the 
same family for years. 

California City, Calif. – Offi -
cials declared more than 700 
acres of Mojave Desert land, 

Two years ago, the Michigan Supreme Court voted 7-0 to reverse its 
infamous 1981 decision that allowed the city of Detroit to use the power of 
eminent domain to bulldoze the working-class Poletown community –  
more than 1,300 homes, 140 businesses, six churches and a hospital – to 
clear space for a new General Motors plant promising 6,000 jobs. The 
memory of the disaster that followed that decision still lingered 23 years 
later when the Michigan court denied a county’s similar wishes to seize 
private land for industrial development.

Poletown was a widely publicized example of eminent domain’s potential 
for catastrophe. After families were forced out, the plant created about 
half the jobs it promised, and the project is believed to have actually lost 
the community jobs and tax revenue alike. Poletown was nonetheless a 
landmark ruling in its time, one that paved the way for economics-driven 
eminent-domain condemnations nationwide. Local governments and their 
development corporations began using the “public benefi t” defi nition to 
take private properties and broker them to other owners. In the past 
25 years, thousands of eminent-domain seizures have been threatened or 
executed across the nation. The Castle Coalition, a watchdog organization, 
monitors current eminent-domain cases and provides legal advocacy. The 
coalition’s Web site can be found at www.castlecoalition.org. Following 
are some of the cases that, as of March 2006, were on the group’s radar:

The eminent-domain 
L A N D S L I D E
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defi nition. “Today the Court abandons this long-
held, basic limitation on government power. Under 
the banner of economic development, all private 
property is now vulnerable to being taken and 
transferred to another private owner, so long as it 
might be upgraded – i.e., given to an owner who 
will use it in a way that the legislature deems 
more benefi cial to the public.”

Weare resident Gary Hopper, a former member 
of the New Hampshire House of Representatives, 
put it this way: “The Kelo decision, in effect, 
means you no longer own your own property. 
You’re just holding it until the government decides 
what to do with it. It’s a bizarre, radical diversion 
from the Constitution.”

“(A) just government … impartially secures 
to every man whatever is his own.”

James Madison

Bill Pierce collected his map and followed it to 
East Lake Shore Drive, a narrow, rutted road 
above the good ice-fi shing water of Lake Horace in 
the northeast quadrant of Weare. He slipped along 
in the rental car, past cabins with their iced-over 
sun decks, blanketed snowmobiles and open 
carports where license plates inside display the 
state motto: “Live Free or Die.”

Pierce went as far as he could, then stopped. In 
the middle of the road stood a burly man with a 
pick axe. He slammed the axe into the road, 
bringing up a spray of ice chunks and mud. Pierce, 

unarmed, got out and met Larry Rothaus, a Navy 
veteran and American Legion member, along with 
his wife, daughter and granddaughter, who were 
all working up a good Saturday-morning sweat 
breaking up the mess that had covered their road.

The Rothauses needed no explanation of emi-
nent domain, nor of the Lost Liberty Hotel cam-
paign. They’d heard all about it. “I think it’s 
great,” Rothaus said, a grin forming beneath his 
bushy moustache. “If they can do it to someone, 
they can do it to anyone.”

The cabin just below where they stood, along 
with 150 feet of waterfront, has belonged to Larry 
and Estella Rothaus for about 10 years. They built 
it up from a barely inhabitable camping shelter. 
For the past four years, it has been their full-time 
home. “I want to live here, and I want to pass it 
along to my daughter,” Rothaus explained, as his 
daughter, Corynne, chipped away at the ice. 
“I wouldn’t sell it for $300,000.”

The threat of an eminent-domain taking by 
someone who covets his property as a possible 
condominium development is not lost on Rothaus. 
“I can understand the use of eminent domain if 
it’s for infrastructure, but it isn’t for infrastructure 
anymore. It’s to make some developer rich.”

Rothaus gladly signed. Pierce was one for one. 
And thus began his trek that strange Saturday in 

Weare, driving and parking, jogging and back-
tracking, going door to door, up and down muddy, 
icy driveways, pitching his case to people he never 
met before nor would ever meet again. He moved 

owned by 246 owners, 
“urbanized” and “blighted” and 
condemned it to put in an auto 
test track. 

San Diego – Ahmad Mesdaq’s 
elegant and profi table cigar and 
coffee bar was condemned in 
June 2005 to make way for a 
Marriott Renaissance Hotel. 
Another Marriott is within view 
of his property. Ironically, 
Mesdaq and his family were 
driven out of their home in 
Afghanistan by the Soviet 
Union when he was a child. 
(Video clip at www.
freestarmedia.com)

Indianapolis – The N.K. Hurst 
Company, a third-generation 
family business that has 
produced bean products in the 

same building for 67 years, 
fought involuntary relocation 
for nearly two years until 
reaching  a settlement in April. 
The Indiana Stadium and 
Convention Center Building 
Authority threatened to use 
eminent domain to replace the 
bean company to provide 
90 parking spaces for the new 
Indianapolis Colts stadium.

Newport, Ky. – The city 
borrowed $12 million to force 
residents out of a neighbor-
hood of 100 homes to build a 
shopping center. The developer 
backed out, leaving the city 
with the land and the debt. 

Brooklyn Center, Minn. – 
The 8.5-acre Hmong American 
Shopping Center, built in the 

late 1950s and signifi cantly 
revitalized by Cha Fong Lee, 
was condemned for unknown 
future private development. 
Lee is fi ghting the condemn-
ation in court.
Spring Valley, N.Y. – Offi cials 
asked the state Supreme Court 
to allow the city to condemn 
15 downtown business 
properties in order to build 
housing and retail. City offi cials 
say owners want to sell but not 
for the prices offered.
Ardmore, Pa. – Residents in 
Lower Merion Township fi led a 
lawsuit to prevent the 
bulldozing of at least 10 historic 
buildings to make room for 
newer businesses and 
condominiums. 
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quickly, trotting between cabins, up and down 
wooden steps to the front doors of modest lakefront 
homes. A man in Bermuda shorts appeared. “No 
opinion.” A voice came bellowing from above that 
if Pierce proceeded onto his property, he risked 
being shot. Pierce explained from the road what he 
was doing. The resident let him up. Pierce soon 
returned. “Six for seven,” he said. Another cabin 
wanted more literature. One had no idea what he 
was talking about. One said he could care less 
because he was a millionaire and didn’t need to 
worry about it, or much else. A few residents said 
they wouldn’t sign because they considered Souter 
a personal friend. Pierce often had to explain why 
it’s a good idea to abuse eminent domain against 
Souter when the abuse of eminent domain is so 
repulsive; he answered by calling the Lost Liberty 
Hotel an “inoculation against a bigger disease.” A 
retired police offi cer told Pierce that “if the judge 
made a decision, we have to follow it.” Pierce met 
one man in a front yard, beneath a fl agpole. They 
talked. He signed. Pierce helped one woman re-set 
her bird feeder; she signed. He stopped a mail 
carrier. “That was a no.” He confronted a couple, 
split on the issue. One signed, and the other went 
back inside. “I’m seeing two types,” Pierce said, 
huffi ng from the route. “The disinterested and the 
super-supportive.” 

It went on like that, until about 6 p.m., too late 
and dark to pester people anymore about eminent-
domain abuse.

“We emphasize that nothing in our opinion 
precludes any State from placing further 

restrictions on its takings power.”
Associate Justice John Paul Stevens,
writing in Kelo v. City of New London

Fifteen residents, led by Susette Kelo of the 
historic Fort Trumbull neighborhood of New 
London, Conn., were unwilling to give up their 
waterfront homes to make room for a new luxury 
hotel, condominiums and offi ce buildings. Some of 
the homes had been in the same families’ hands 
for generations. Kelo bought hers in 1997 and 
restored it. She cherished her view of the river. But 
a year later, the New London Development Corp., 
to which the city had delegated its power of 
eminent domain, determined the entire area be 
turned over for upscale redevelopment, as envi-
sioned by a major pharmaceutical company that 
had a nearby facility. There was no blight, just a 
desire to replace the people living there with 
different people in different structures.

Kelo and her neighbors began fi ghting the 

proceedings, ultimately winding their way to last 
summer’s crescendo in the Supreme Court. When 
the Court ruled, in essence, that states can deter-
mine their own defi nitions of “public benefi t,” the 
homeowners lost, developers won, and state 
legislators across the country started looking more 
closely at their own eminent-domain laws. 

“The fl oodgates are opening to abuse,” a report 
prepared for the Institute for Justice observed in 
September 2005. “Already the ruling has embold-
ened governments and developers seeking to take 
property from home and small-business owners … 
In the fi rst two months after the decision, more 
than 30 municipalities began condemnation 
proceedings for private development or took action 
to authorize them in the near future.”

Anderson of the Castle Coalition said everyone 
was waiting for the Kelo decision. “Within hours of 
the ruling,” he said, cities across America 
launched condemnation proceedings to get ahead 
of state laws that might be coming to restrict them. 
“Developers know they can get property through 
eminent domain easier than through private 
negotiation,” Anderson said. “And governments are 
all too willing to provide this service to them.”

“There are folks touting this as a states’ rights 
victory, but states do not have the right to deny 
your protection, granted by the Constitution,” said 
Joshua Solomon, a Lost Liberty Hotel supporter 
and a candidate for Weare’s board of selectmen 
last spring. “States must govern themselves within 
the framework of the Constitution. That’s why 
they ratifi ed it.”

Justice John Paul Stevens, delivering the Kelo 
opinion, didn’t see it that way. “Promoting eco-
nomic development is a traditional and long-
accepted governmental function, and there is no 
principled way of distinguishing it from the other 
public purposes the Court has recognized,” he 
wrote. “The Court declines to second-guess the 
wisdom of the city to effectuate its plan.”

Anderson said only “a handful of academics and 
the benefi ciaries of eminent-domain abuse” agree 
with the idea of economic-development takings. The 
Institute for Justice conducted a study that found no 
fewer than 10,000 such takings were concocted in 
the United States between 1998 and 2000. A new 
study expected to be released later this year will 
show the number of takings ballooned at an even 
faster rate between 2000 and 2005, Anderson said. 

The fl urry is not because eminent-domain 
takings for economic reasons are anything new; 
it’s just that the Kelo decision did nothing to 
restrain them. “The federal government has been 
taking private property and turning it over to other 
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private parties for a variety of uses since the early 
days of the republic,” wrote Carla T. Main, former 
opinion-page editor of the National Law Journal, 
in a comprehensive article on the subject titled 
“How Eminent Domain Ran Amok,” posted at 
www.policyreview.org on the Web. “(The) Kelo 
case was fueled by a different type of fervor, and 
one with far greater potential for mischief than in 
the 21st century: economic development. The 
homes of the petitioners in Kelo were marked for 
eminent domain not because they were blighted, 
but because they stood in the way of the city’s plan 
to increase its tax base and jazz up what offi cials 
saw as a depressed waterfront in their town.”

More importantly, according to the Institute for 
Justice report, “by declaring that there are virtually 
no constitutional limitations on the ability of cities 
to take property from A and give it to B, the Court 
invited more abuse and thus made the problem of 
eminent-domain abuse much worse.”

The report added another point, the one that 
drove Bill Pierce to get involved. “Kelo threw a 
spotlight on an already-existing practice that an 
overwhelming majority of people fi nd outrageous 
and un-American.”

Anderson said many state legislatures in America 
have, in the aftermath of Kelo, pushed forward bills 
to restrict eminent-domain abuse while at the same 
time business consultants are giving seminars on 
how developers can use Kelo to legally seize 
property from owners unwilling to sell. “Reforms 
are all across the board,” Anderson said. “We have 
seen every legislature consider the issue.” 

The U.S. House of Representatives also passed 
H.R. 4128 in an attempt to tighten up federal 
economic-development funding to governments 
that use the power of eminent domain to seize 
property and broker it to others. “I think you will 
continue to see reforms,” Anderson said. “It’s on 
people’s minds. Prior to Kelo, people never thought 
the power could be used for a Wal-Mart or a 
luxury hotel. Now when they hear about eminent 
domain, their antennae go up.”

There’s more at stake than the issue at hand, 
Solomon said. “If Kelo is allowed to stand and 
legislators don’t adjust the laws, we’re heading 
down a slippery slope. We’ve seen it before – 
Supreme Court decisions that erode our rights. The 
First, Second, and now we’re down to our Fifth 
Amendment rights. There’s a short period of public 
outcry, then nothing. It’s lost. The issue dies, and 
we quietly forget about freedoms and protections 
we once had. I don’t focus on eminent domain 
specifi cally. I focus on our constitutional rights, 
which are slowly being dwindled away by bad 

Supreme Court decisions, federal court decisions 
and legislating from the bench.”

“Rebellion gave birth to America.
Rebellion is what we need right now.”

Logan Darrow Clements, Freestar Media

The Lost Liberty Hotel and Just Deserts Café did 
not survive last spring’s election season in Weare. 
The ballot initiative to seize Souter’s property 
failed. Solomon and another pro-hotel candidate 
for the board of selectmen were not elected. The 
strange winter weekend – the Saturday petition 
drive and Sunday’s “Rally for the American 
Dream” at the town hall – was just a lingering 
memory when the ice on Lake Horace fi nally 
dissolved. Supporters of the project complained 
that town offi cials watered down the language of 
the warrant article; instead of issuing a green light 
to seize Souter’s land, the measure called on the 
state of New Hampshire to adopt stronger laws 
restricting the power of eminent domain.

While the Institute for Justice continues to fi ght 
in court for people who don’t want to be forced off 
their property, and while states across the country 
are debating bills that address eminent-domain 
abuse in America, Clements was moving on to new 
chapters of the movement he hopes will turn him 
into “an objectivist Michael Moore” complete with 
a documentary movie that will expose to all what 
he believes is a government grown dangerously 
large and powerful. “The goal of my movie is to 
get a videotape of a guy being dragged out of his 
house by police,” Clements said. “When the Ameri-
can people see what it really means, that’s where 
the rubber meets the road.”

Souter – who may well have been the guy dragged 
from his house if the Lost Liberty Hotel had been 
approved – never issued an opinion about the stunt. 
At least for now, he’s safe from an eminent-domain 
taking because New Hampshire lawmakers acted 
urgently to protect property owners from eminent-
domain abuse. In the wake of Kelo and on the 
audacity of the Lost Liberty Hotel plan, Souter and 
thousands of other U.S. property owners can be 
thankful that the issue found its way into the 
national spotlight for much of a year, culminating 
on a strange winter weekend in Weare. At least 
partly due to that, change may be coming. 

“Sometimes,” Clements said, “like our forefathers, 
when your adversaries are stronger than you are, 
you have to fi ght back in creative ways.” x

Jeff Stoffer is managing editor of The American 
Legion Magazine. 

24

6
/2

0
0

6

Page 24



If you smoke and want to quit, you can learn more at way2quit.com.
†Offer limited to patients receiving their first prescription for ADVAIR. See advaircopd.com for eligibility rules.
Please see accompanying important information about ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50.

ADVAIR 250/50 is clinically proven to help your lungs work better.
It is the only COPD medication with an anti-inflammatory and a bronchodilator working together in one

convenient device. The way anti-inflammatories work in the treatment of COPD is not well defined. ADVAIR is used
more than any other maintenance medication by patients with COPD, including those with associated chronic

bronchitis. So ask your doctor about ADVAIR today, and feel the joy of knowing that you may breathe easier.
*Measured by a breathing test in people taking ADVAIR 250/50, compared with people taking either

fluticasone propionate 250 mcg or salmeterol 50 mcg. Your results may vary.

For a free trial offer,† go to advaircopd.com or call 1-800-987-4900.
Important information about ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50: ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 is approved for

the treatment of airflow obstruction in patients with COPD associated with chronic bronchitis. You should
only take 1 inhalation of ADVAIR DISKUS 250/50 twice a day. The benefit of using ADVAIR DISKUS for longer
than 6 months has not been evaluated. Taking higher doses will not provide additional benefits but may

increase your chance of certain side effects. Patients at risk for developing bone loss (osteoporosis) and some
eye problems (cataracts or glaucoma) should be aware that use of inhaled corticosteroids, including ADVAIR

DISKUS, may increase your risk. ADVAIR DISKUS does not replace fast-acting inhalers for acute symptoms.

If you have COPD associated with chronic bronchitis,
ADVAIR® helps you breathe easier*

MORE AIR* BY

MORE BUBBLES BY GRANDPA

Page 25



Information about ADVAIR DISKUS

What is the most important information I should know about ADVAIR DISKUS?
In patients with asthma, long-acting beta2-agonist medicines such as salmeterol (one of the medications in
ADVAIR®) may increase the chance of death from asthma problems. In a large asthma study, more patients who
used salmeterol died from asthma problems compared with patients who did not use salmeterol. So ADVAIR is
not for patients whose asthma is well controlled on another asthma controller medicine such as low- to
medium-dose inhaled corticosteroids or only need a fast-acting inhaler once in a while. Talk with your doctor
about this risk and the benefits of treating your asthma with ADVAIR.

ADVAIR should not be used to treat a severe attack of asthma or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
requiring emergency medical treatment.

ADVAIR should not be used to relieve sudden symptoms or sudden breathing problems. Always have a fast-
acting inhaler with you to treat sudden breathing difficulty. If you do not have a fast-acting inhaler, contact your
doctor to have one prescribed for you.

What is ADVAIR DISKUS?
There are two medicines in ADVAIR: Fluticasone propionate, an inhaled anti-inflammatory belonging to a group
of medicines commonly referred to as corticosteroids; and salmeterol, a long-acting, inhaled bronchodilator
belonging to a group of medicines commonly referred to as beta2-agonists. There are 3 strengths of ADVAIR:
100/50, 250/50, 500/50.

For Asthma
• ADVAIR is approved for the maintenance treatment of asthma in patients 4 years of age and older. ADVAIR

should only be used if your doctor decides that another asthma controller medicine alone does not control
your asthma or that you need 2 asthma controller medications.

• The strength of ADVAIR approved for patients ages 4 to 11 years who experience symptoms on an inhaled
corticosteroid is ADVAIR DISKUS 100/50.All 3 strengths are approved for patients with asthma ages 12 years and older.

For COPD associated with chronic bronchitis
ADVAIR 250/50 is the only approved dose for the maintenance treatment of airflow obstruction in patients
with COPD associated with chronic bronchitis. The benefit of using ADVAIR for longer than 6 months has not
been evaluated. The way anti-inflammatories work in the treatment of COPD is not well defined.

Who should not take ADVAIR DISKUS?
You should not start ADVAIR if your asthma is becoming significantly or rapidly worse, which can be life
threatening. Serious respiratory events, including death, have been reported in patients who started taking
salmeterol in this situation, although it is not possible to tell whether salmeterol contributed to these events.
This may also occur in patients with less severe asthma.

You should not take ADVAIR if you have had an allergic reaction to it or any of its components (salmeterol,
fluticasone propionate, or lactose). Tell your doctor if you are allergic to ADVAIR, any other medications, or food
products. If you experience an allergic reaction after taking ADVAIR, stop using ADVAIR immediately and contact
your doctor. Allergic reactions are when you experience one or more of the following: choking; breathing
problems; swelling of the face, mouth and/or tongue; rash; hives; itching; or welts on the skin.

Tell your doctor about the following:
• If you are using your fast-acting inhaler more often or using more doses than you normally do (e.g., 4 or more

inhalations of your fast-acting inhaler for 2 or more days in a row or a whole canister of your fast-acting inhaler
in 8 weeks’ time), it could be a sign that your asthma is getting worse. If this occurs, tell your doctor immediately.

• If you have been using your fast-acting inhaler regularly (e.g., four times a day). Your doctor may tell you to
stop the regular use of these medications.

• If your peak flow meter results decrease. Your doctor will tell you the numbers that are right for you.
• If you have asthma and your symptoms do not improve after using ADVAIR regularly for 1 week.
• If you have been on an oral steroid, like prednisone, and are now using ADVAIR. You should be very careful

as you may be less able to heal after surgery, infection, or serious injury. It takes a number of months for the
body to recover its ability to make its own steroid hormones after use of oral steroids. Switching from an oral
steroid may also unmask a condition previously suppressed by the oral steroid such as allergies,
conjunctivitis, eczema, arthritis, and eosinophilic conditions. Symptoms of an eosinophilic condition can
include rash, worsening breathing problems, heart complications, and/or feeling of “pins and needles” or
numbness in the arms and legs. Talk to your doctor immediately if you experience any of these symptoms.

• Sometimes patients experience unexpected bronchospasm right after taking ADVAIR. This condition can be life
threatening and if it occurs, you should immediately stop using ADVAIR and seek immediate medical attention.

• If you have any type of heart disease such as coronary artery disease, irregular heart beat or high blood
pressure, ADVAIR should be used with caution. Be sure to talk with your doctor about your condition because
salmeterol, one of the components of ADVAIR, may affect the heart by increasing heart rate and blood
pressure. It may cause symptoms such as heart fluttering, chest pain, rapid heart rate, tremor, or nervousness.

• If you have seizures, overactive thyroid gland, liver problems, or are sensitive to certain medications for breathing.
• If your breathing problems get worse over time or if your fast-acting inhaler does not work as well for you

while using ADVAIR. If your breathing problems worsen quickly, get emergency medical care.
• If you have been exposed to or currently have chickenpox or measles or if you have an immune system

problem. Patients using medications that weaken the immune system are more likely to get infections than
healthy individuals. ADVAIR contains a corticosteroid (fluticasone propionate) which may weaken the immune
system. Infections like chickenpox and measles, for example, can be very serious or even fatal in susceptible
patients using corticosteroids.

How should I take ADVAIR DISKUS?
ADVAIR should be used 1 inhalation, twice a day (morning and evening). ADVAIR should never be taken more
than 1 inhalation twice a day. The full benefit of taking ADVAIR may take 1 week or longer.

If you miss a dose of ADVAIR, just skip that dose. Take your next dose at your usual time. Do not take two doses
at one time.

Do not stop using ADVAIR unless told to do so by your doctor because your symptoms might get worse.

Do not change or stop any of your medicines used to control or treat your breathing problems. Your doctor will
adjust your medicines as needed.

When using ADVAIR, remember:
• Never breathe into or take the DISKUS® apart.
• Always use the DISKUS in a level position.
• After each inhalation, rinse your mouth with water without swallowing.
• Never wash any part of the DISKUS. Always keep it in a dry place.
• Never take an extra dose, even if you feel you did not receive a dose.
• Discard 1 month after removal from the foil overwrap.
• Do not use ADVAIR with a spacer device.

Children should use ADVAIR with an adult’s help as instructed by the child’s doctor.

Can I take ADVAIR DISKUS with other medications?
Tell your doctor about all the medications you take, including prescription and nonprescription medications,
vitamins, and herbal supplements.

If you are taking ADVAIR, you should not take SEREVENT® DISKUS or Foradil® Aerolizer® for any reason.

If you take ritonavir (an HIV medication), tell your doctor. Ritonavir may interact with ADVAIR and could cause
serious side effects. The anti-HIV medicines Norvir® Soft Gelatin Capsules, Norvir Oral Solution, and Kaletra®

contain ritonavir.

No formal drug interaction studies have been performed with ADVAIR.

In clinical studies, there were no differences in effects on the heart when ADVAIR was taken with varying
amounts of albuterol. The effect of using ADVAIR in patients with asthma while taking more than 9 puffs a day
of albuterol has not been studied.

ADVAIR should be used with extreme caution during and up to 2 weeks after treatment with monoamine oxidase
(MAO) inhibitors or tricyclic antidepressants since these medications can cause ADVAIR to have an even greater
effect on the circulatory system.

ADVAIR should be used with caution in people who are taking ketoconazole (an antifungus medication) or other drugs
broken down by the body in a similar way. These medications can cause ADVAIR to have greater steroid side effects.

Generally, people with asthma should not take beta-blockers because they counteract the effects of beta2-
agonists and may also cause severe bronchospasm. However, in some cases, for instance, following a heart
attack, selective beta-blockers may still be used if there is no acceptable alternative.

The ECG changes and/or low blood potassium that may occur with some diuretics may be made worse by ADVAIR,
especially at higher-than-recommended doses. Caution should be used when these drugs are used together.

In clinical studies, there was no difference in side effects when ADVAIR was taken with methylxanthines (e.g.,
theophylline) or with FLONASE®.

What are other important safety considerations with ADVAIR DISKUS?
Osteoporosis: Long-term use of inhaled corticosteroids may result in bone loss (osteoporosis). Patients who
are at risk for increased bone loss (tobacco use, advanced age, inactive lifestyle, poor nutrition, family history
of osteoporosis, or long-term use of drugs such as corticosteroids) may have a greater risk with ADVAIR. If you
have risk factors for bone loss, you should talk to your doctor about ways to reduce your risk and whether you
should have your bone density evaluated.

Glaucoma and cataracts: Glaucoma, increased pressure in the eyes, and cataracts have been reported with
the use of inhaled steroids, including fluticasone propionate, a medicine contained in ADVAIR. Regular eye
examinations should be considered if you are taking ADVAIR.

Lower respiratory tract infection: Lower respiratory tract infections, including pneumonia, have been reported
with the use of inhaled corticosteroids, including ADVAIR.

Blood sugar: Salmeterol may affect blood sugar and/or cause low blood potassium in some patients, which
could lead to a side effect like an irregular heart rate. Significant changes in blood sugar and blood potassium
were seen infrequently in clinical studies with ADVAIR.

Growth: Inhaled steroids may cause a reduction in growth velocity in children and adolescents.

Steroids: Taking steroids can affect your body’s ability to make its own steroid hormones, which are needed
during infections and times of severe stress to your body, such as an operation. These effects can sometimes
be seen with inhaled steroids (but it is more common with oral steroids), especially when taken at higher-than-
recommended doses over a long period of time. In some cases, these effects may be severe. Inhaled steroids
often help control symptoms with less side effects than oral steroids.

Yeast infections: Patients taking ADVAIR may develop yeast infections of the mouth and/or throat (“thrush”)
that should be treated by their doctor.

Tuberculosis or other untreated infections: ADVAIR should be used with caution, if at all, in patients with
tuberculosis, herpes infections of the eye, or other untreated infections.

What are the other possible side effects of ADVAIR DISKUS?
ADVAIR may produce side effects in some patients. In clinical studies, the most common side effects with
ADVAIR included:

• Respiratory infections • Bronchitis • Musculoskeletal pain
• Throat irritation • Cough • Dizziness
• Hoarseness • Headaches • Fever
• Sinus infection • Nausea and vomiting • Ear, nose, and throat infections
• Yeast infection of the mouth • Diarrhea • Nosebleed

Tell your doctor about any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away. These are not all the side effects
with ADVAIR. Ask your doctor or pharmacist for more information.

What if I am pregnant, planning to become pregnant, or nursing?
Talk to your doctor about the benefits and risks of using ADVAIR during pregnancy, labor, or if you are nursing.
There have been no studies of ADVAIR used during pregnancy, labor, or in nursing women. Salmeterol is known
to interfere with labor contractions. It is not known whether ADVAIR is excreted in breast milk, but other
corticosteroids have been detected in human breast milk. Fluticasone propionate, like other corticosteroids, has
been associated with birth defects in animals (e.g., cleft palate and fetal death). Salmeterol showed no effect
on fertility in rats at 180 times the maximum recommended daily dose.

What other important tests were conducted with ADVAIR?
There is no evidence of enhanced toxicity with ADVAIR compared with the components administered separately.
In animal studies with doses much higher than those used in humans, salmeterol was associated with uterine
tumors. Your healthcare professional can tell you more about how drugs are tested on animals and what the
results of these tests may mean to your safety.

For more information on ADVAIR DISKUS
This page is only a brief summary of important information about ADVAIR DISKUS. For more information, talk to
your doctor. You can also visit www.ADVAIR.com or call 1-888-825-5249. Patients receiving ADVAIR DISKUS
should read the medication guide provided by the pharmacist with the prescription.

ADVAIR DISKUS, FLONASE, SEREVENT, and DISKUS are registered trademarks of GlaxoSmithKline. The following
are registered trademarks of their respective manufacturers: Foradil Aerolizer/Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Corporation; Norvir and Kaletra/Abbott Laboratories.

GlaxoSmithKline
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
RL-2260
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If fascism is simply defi ned as statism plus racism 
and hatred of democracy, Dec. 18, 2005, wit-

nessed its coming to power in Bolivia, Latin 
America’s poorest, as well as its most dysfunction-
al and unstable, country. Since achieving indepen-
dence in 1825, Bolivia has had 189 offi cial military 
coups – one every 11 months, on average. Since 
2000 it has had fi ve presidents, two of whom were 
democratically elected and chased out of offi ce by 
radical mobs led by Evo Morales, who last Decem-
ber received a slight majority in the presidential 
election. So much for the Bolivians’ thirst for 
democracy.

Judging by its voters’ behavior, Bolivia – which 
has a population of 9 million – seems interested in 
remaining South America’s poorest country. The 
country is both a major producer of coca, the plant 
best known in modern times as the source of 
cocaine, and a loser in all its wars – most of which 
it started – against its fi ve neighbors. In many 
ways, Bolivia is a black hole in the heart of South 
America, which is precisely what makes it strategi-

cally important and explains Ernesto “Che” 
Guevara’s having chosen it to jumpstart a commu-
nist revolution throughout the continent. Other 
than coca, Bolivia’s only major resource is natural 
gas in the lowland departments of Santa Cruz, 
Beni and Tarija.

Demographically, Bolivia is sharply divided 
between the 55-percent Indian – Aymara and 
Quechua – highlands around the capital of La Paz 
and the 45-percent mestizo and white population 
of the lowlands, centered on Santa Cruz. Thus, the 
gas and relatively advanced agriculture and 
managerial skills are all in the non-Indian areas, 
while mobs, political radicalism and, to some 
extent, numbers are in the Indian majority region, 
including the capital.

Bolivia’s dysfunctional new regime tries to disguise 
cocaine traffi cking behind a veil of native culture.

BY MICHAEL RADU

ABOVE: Bolivian mine workers demand the resignations 
of Senate and Chamber of Deputies presidents. Last sum-
mer, the country’s U.S.-backed free market collapsed 
after only 19 months due to a nationwide protest by 
labor and coca-farming groups. AP

commentary
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Hence, the Dec. 18 vote pitted individuals at the 
two poles of Bolivia’s demography, political culture 
and race against one another. 

Jorge Quiroga, 45, served as president from 2000 
to 2002 following the resignation of terminally ill 
Hugo Banzer, under whom Quiroga served as vice 
president. He was educated as an industrial engi-
neer at Texas A&M University, worked for IBM, 
married an American and climbed Mount Everest. 
He leads the Democratic and Social Power   
(PODEMOS) party, and advocates free markets, free 
trade and coca control, as well as cooperation with 
the United States.

Evo Morales, a 46-year-old Aymara Indian, did not 
fi nish secondary education. He led the coca planters 
in the Chapare region, was expelled from Congress 
in 2002 under accusations of terrorism related to 
violence against U.S.-funded coca-eradication 
efforts, and was second runner-up in the 2002 
presidential elections. He and his Movement Toward 
Socialism (MAS) party are vocal admirers and 
benefi t from the largesse of Venezuela’s Hugo 
Chávez. They revere Che Guevara and advocate the 
legalization of coca, along with nationalization of 
the gas fi elds and companies’ assets. They describe 
themselves as a “nightmare” for Washington.

But this is not just a case of a country that was 
polarized between two opposing ideological ap-
proaches and two very different leaders simply 
letting the people decide. Just like his mentor 
Chávez, the author of two failed coups against 
elected governments in Venezuela, Morales’ idea of 
democracy is, “If I win, fi ne; if not, ‘the people’ will 
bring me to power anyway” – as was demonstrated 
by his direct involvement in the overthrow of two 
constitutional presidents in the past three years by 
mob action. Morales’ election will make what 
remains of Bolivian democracy a charade. It will 
also revive a disturbing memory of Chile in 1970, 
when Salvador Allende was elected with a third of 
the vote but interpreted that as a mandate for 
revolution, which is precisely Morales’ plan.

One problem, which will force a reaction from 
Bolivia’s neighbors, is that the non-Indian, produc-
tive and indeed progressive regions – mostly Santa 
Cruz and Tarija – are not ready to tolerate the 
destruction of their livelihoods by a racist and 
socialist Indian regime in La Paz, and thus may well 
be prepared to secede, peacefully or not, if Morales 
is elected and implements his program.

Bolivian neighbors Brazil and Argentina both have 
enormous interests in the gas of Tarija, which is 
largely exploited, extracted and used by their own 
state-owned companies and which Morales has 
threatened to nationalize – in fact, to confi scate their 

assets, in disregard of contracts. So far, Brasilia and 
Buenos Aires have either kept mum or, as President 
Lula of Brazil stated, saw a great thing in an Indian 
being a Bolivian candidate. Peru, where a local clone 
of Morales – Ollanta Humala – is running on a 
similar platform of Indian racism and “socialism” 
and who has a similar history of violence against the 
democratic system, was running second in polls last 
spring leading up to this year’s presidential elec-
tions. As for Chile, the mortal enemy of Morales and 
virtually all Bolivians, Morales is pushing an 
aggressively revisionist policy, with open encourage-
ment from Hugo Chávez, seeking the “recovery” of 
sea access lost in 1885. A new military confl ict with 
Chile, which Bolivia will no doubt lose, is therefore 
highly probable.

And then there is Washington. Morales’ destruc-
tion of democracy in Bolivia has been tolerated by 
the Bush administration for years – hence, the 
absence of any serious reaction when mobs led by 
Morales overthrew constitutional presidents Gonza-
les de Lozada and Carlos Meza, even though 
Morales’ promised legalization of coca made a joke 
of decades-old U.S. efforts to control and limit coca 
production in South America. Morales claims a 
historic right to cultivate coca because the Incas did 

28

Evo Morales, elected in December as Bolivia’s fi rst-ever 
indigenous president, chews coca leaves during a rally last 
year with coca farmers in the Chapare region. AP
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it. However, even the Incas controlled its 
production. In Bolivia, it was never cultivated 
in the Chapare region. That was a 1980s 
development, far from “traditional,” led by the 
likes of Morales and openly intended to make 
big money from cocaine, not from Indians 
chewing the leaves. Interestingly, when a 
military junta under Garcia Meza in 1980 got 
rich from drug traffi cking, it was labeled 
“fascist.” But now that Morales is openly 
proclaiming his intention to do basically the 
same thing, he calls it “progressive” and 
“traditional.” Naturally enough, Morales claims 
— as does most of Latin America’s left — that 
coca is part of the traditional Andean culture 
and Indians have a  a “right” to produce it. That 
is totally false. The overwhelming majority of 
coca is now produced in areas where it was 
never produced historically – Chapare in Bolivia 
and Alto Huallaga in Peru, and the only reason 
for that is the money from cocaine. Traditional 
coca is cultivated elsewhere, and that, at any 
rate, is more than enough for local, traditional 
and actually useful purposes. What Evo Morales 
and his ilk claim is a right to cocaine traffi cking 
under an “indigenous” mask.

In dealing with Bolivia’s dysfunctional 
political culture, Washington has long fallen 
behind, out of either discretion or a misguided 
reliance on Bolivia’s neighbors to act in their 
own self-interest. It may not be too late, if the 
United States makes some very simple and clear 
decisions. To begin with, no more aid, in any 
form whatsoever, for an Evo Morales regime; 
second, insistence on La Paz’s respecting 
international rules regarding property, on behalf 
of the threatened Brazilian, Argentine and 
European companies; third, severe sanctions 
against Bolivia – including withdrawal of 
diplomatic recognition, bans on travel by 
offi cials, even indictments in U.S. courts – if 
coca growing is legalized; and fourth, diplomat-
ic, economic, political or other support for any 
of Bolivia’s neighbors who are threatened by a 
Morales regime. If this leads to the end of 
Bolivia as we know it, so be it. To hide behind 
respect for “democracy” when faced with the 
dubious election – under threat of civil war – of 
an openly anti-democratic individual is an 
insult to democracy. x

Michael Radu, Ph.D., is co-chairman of Foreign 
Policy Research Institute’s Center on Terrorism, 
Counter-Terrorism and Homeland Security. For 
more information, visit www.fpri.org.

The coca plant

Leaves of the coca plant are the source of cocaine. 
Coca was fi rst described by A.L. Jussieu in 1783 and in 
1786 was given the name Erythroxylum coca.

Coca is believed to be one of the oldest domesticated 
plants, dating back 2,000 to 3,000 years. Evidence 
indicates that coca was distributed to areas where it 
was not grown during this period. This suggests coca 
was not only important to local populations, but it may 
have become economically important even during 
prehistoric times.

Coca leaves have been used for centuries as a 
stimulant. Pre-Incan Indians used the leaves to relieve 
altitude sickness, hunger and fatigue. The Spanish who 
invaded South America discovered that coca leaves 
increased productivity in slaves who worked the 
precious-metal mines in the mountains.

In 1859, Albert Niemann isolated the alkaloid cocaine, 
and in 1860 Angelo Mariani introduced “Vin Mariani,” 
a wine coca beverage. Mariani amassed a fortune from 
the drink with the help of such notable persons as 
Sarah Bernhardt, Queen Victoria, Thomas Edison and 
Pope Leo XIII. By 1868, doctors were using cocaine as a 
topical and spinal anesthetic. It was later replaced by 
synthetic forms. In 1884, Sigmund Freud wrote about 
his experience with cocaine in Uber Coca. In 1886, John 
Styth Pemberton of Atlanta introduced Coca-Cola, 
which contained cocaine until 1904. Coca-Cola is still 
made from coca leaves, but the cocaine is removed 
during production.

Modern medicine has used cocaine to treat eczema, 
shingles and certain bacterial infections. The most 
common ancient and modern native use of coca is 
chewing the leaves. When chewed, coca leaves 
produce a sense of warmth in the mouth. Because of its 
potent stimulant and appetite-depressant effects, coca 
has been used for centuries by South American 
peasants to ease the effects of punishing physical labor. 
The amount of cocaine found in the two ounces of dried 
leaves an Indian consumes in a day is very small, about 
0.7 grains. 

Modern herbalists have many uses for coca leaves, 
including the relief of altitude illness (hypoxia), treating 
gastrointestinal disorders, and easing the discomfort of 
colds, bruises, sore joints and muscles, sore or swollen 
feet and headaches. 

Sources: “Ethnobotanical Leafl ets,” a Southern 
Illinois University publication, and Encyclopaedia 
Britannica Online
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Flag protection is,
in fact, a ‘voting issue’

BY RICHARD D. PARKER

This spring, the U.S. Flag made the news again. 
Several high schools forbade students to 

display fl ags and even to wear red, white and blue 
clothing. The reason: the fl ag is controversial, they 
say. It represents one “point of view” with which 
some disagree, basically no different from a 
Mexican fl ag – or, for that matter, a swastika.

This line of argument shocked many Americans. 
It is, however, the very same line of argument 
behind the Supreme Court’s conclusion that, under 
the First Amendment, the fl ag may not be singled 
out for legal protection – even when someone 

burns it, rips it up or defecates on it.
Soon, the fl ag amendment – the proposed 

constitutional amendment that would restore to 
Congress its longstanding authority to protect the 
fl ag from physical desecration – will arrive at a 
moment of truth.

Once again, huge bipartisan majorities in the 
House and Senate want to send it to the states for 
debate and ratifi cation, as provided for in the 
Constitution. This time, just one or two senators 
stand in the way.

Now, the fundamental issue is coming into a 
new and sharper focus.

In the past, the debate was about whether the 
fl ag deserves protection. That no longer is the 
crucial issue. The pivotal senators agree that it 
does, indeed, deserve it.

In the past, the debate was over whether protect-

32
The week of June 26, the U.S. Senate has 
a chance to, as Medal of Honor recipient 
and retired Maj. Gen. Patrick Brady says, 
“rescue our fl ag” from 17 years of expo-
sure to legal desecration. S.J. Res. 12 is 
coming to a vote. A vast majority of the 

public supports the measure known as 
the “fl ag amendment.” Supermajorities in 
the House have passed it six times. The 
Senate is now poised to meet the public’s 
wishes and return dignity to the world’s 
most recognized symbol of freedom. 

Comstock

Page 32



ing the fl ag from physical desecration is consistent 
with respect for freedom of speech. The pivotal 
senators understand that there is no basic incon-
sistency since singling out the fl ag for protection 
does not involve taking sides in favor of a contro-
versial point of view but, instead, affi rms a value 
that transcends – and, in fact, undergirds – contro-
versy among competing points of view.

In the past, the debate was about those who 
had the last word in interpreting the Constitution: 
fi ve people on the Supreme Court, or “We the 
people”? That, too, is no longer the issue. The 
pivotal senators recognize that the American 
people have the right, under Article V of the 
Constitution, to amend the Constitution – espe-
cially, as in this case, to restore to the Constitu-
tion its traditional meaning.

What these senators say, however, is that the 
fl ag can be protected without an amendment but 
simply by passing yet another statute. Recently, 
debate focused on the merits of the statute they 
propose. But that, now, is no longer the issue, for 
their statute has been revealed to be empty. It is, 
at best, a fantasy. Overwhelming majorities in the 
Senate have rejected it repeatedly, for two reasons. 
On one hand, most senators see that the terms of 
the statute, in fact, provide no real protection to 
the fl ag. On the other hand, they, along with all 
credible experts, understand that the statute, if 
enacted, would be struck down like other such 
statutes, by at least fi ve of the members of the 
Supreme Court.

So, what is the fundamental 
issue now?

It is this: why are the one or two 
pivotal senators hiding behind this 
statutory fantasy in defi ance of 
public opinion? And what, in our 
constitutional democracy, can be 
done about that?

After talking with members 
of Congress over 10 years – in 
public hearings and in private 
meetings – I believe that two 
basic convictions underlie the 
defi ant reliance by these senators 
on so transparent a fantasy. It is 
appropriate, after all this time, 
to be blunt in describing those 

convictions and in responding to them.
The fi rst conviction has to do with the role and 

status of the Senate itself – imagined by some sen-
ators, perhaps, as a sort of British House of Lords.

The Senate is sometimes said to be the “upper” 
house of Congress. It differs, to be sure, from the 
House of Representatives in certain ways. Its 
special responsibilities, its smaller size and its 
longer terms of offi ce suggest to some that it is 
supposed to be the more mature, “deliberative” 
legislative body. And the vast inequality of popula-
tion from state to state – each of them with two 
senators – suggests to some that, as a whole, the 
Senate is above the democratic norm of “one 
person, one vote.” For some, a conviction may 
follow that the Senate is supposed to be a less 
representative body, even one that is above repre-
sentation of the views of ordinary people.

What may follow next for certain senators is a 
conviction that they have a duty, on principle, to 
resist popular opinion. Indeed, they may suppose 
they have a special duty when it comes to consti-
tutional matters. While recognizing the right of 
the people to amend the Constitution, they may 
imagine themselves as a bulwark against the 
exercise by the people of that right. Indeed, a few 
years ago, one retiring senator stated openly – and 
a veteran senator said to me in private – that 
among his proudest moments in offi ce were 
occasions on which he helped to stop any popular 
amendment of the Constitution.

From that, it is but a small step to justify opposi-
tion to any popular amendment 
with bogus but plausible-sound-
ing arguments – that is, argu-
ments that may sound plausible to 
ordinary people, such as the 
illusion of a supposed statutory 
alternative to the fl ag         
amendment.

However well meant, this idea 
of senators as bulwarks of the 
constitutional status quo is, in 
truth, a subversion of the Consti-
tution. It subverts the very foun-
dation of the Constitution, which 
is popular sovereignty. Indeed, 
it subverts the Constitution’s 
conception of the Senate itself.

33

Contact your senators.
Urge them to vote for

S.J. Res. 12,
the fl ag amendment.

They can be reached
by calling their district offi ces

or through the
U.S. Capitol switchboard.

(202) 224-3121
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Among the founding fathers, there were a few 
who thought senators should hold offi ce for life, 
portraying them as a sort of virtuous aristocracy.  
But that view had almost no support. In fact, it 
was condemned. That is why, in the original 
Constitution, senators were subjected to political 
responsibility – periodically chosen for, and 
removed from, offi ce by elected state legislatures.

Then in 1913, the 17th Amendment to the 
Constitution sealed the matter. It provided for the 
direct popular election of senators. Its purpose was 
to ensure that the Senate be not only responsible, 
but also responsive, to the people.

To imagine, in the 21st century, that the U.S. 
Senate should behave like the unelected, heredi-
tary British House of Lords of the 19th century is 
especially odd. In Britain, after all, the House of 
Lords was brought to heel more than 90 years ago. 
And, today, it is being systematically dismantled – 
precisely because of its occasional resistance to 
popular will. Thus has the upper house in Britain 
come down to earth.

Can our own upper house presume, for long, to 
resist this democratic law of gravity? No doubt, the 
vast majority of our senators, nowadays, have no 
desire to do so. But a few, a pivotal few, may still 
cling to the aristocratic dream.

The second conviction that underlies the defi -
ance of popular will by these pivotal senators – 
hiding behind an illusory statutory alternative to 
the fl ag amendment – is, I believe, rather different 
from the fi rst. It accepts the reality of the electoral 
responsibility of the Senate to the people. But it 
calculates that, in this case, senators need not 
heed the discipline of electoral responsibility.

One senator indicated to me that although the 
fl ag amendment is supported by most Americans, 
his own political and fi nancial base is against it. 
And, he said, for the majority of his constituents it 
is not a “voting issue.” What he meant is that most 
people, as he sees it, simply will not vote against a 
senator who defi es their view on this issue. Hence, 
he concludes, he can go on defying public opinion 
– claiming the cover of a statutory alternative – 
without paying any price at the polls.

The accuracy of this perception, however, is now 
in doubt. In several recent senatorial elections – in 
Virginia, in South Carolina and in South Dakota, 
for example – the fl ag amendment was indeed an 
issue. In those elections, the candidate supporting 
the amendment won.

Thus there is but one way, in the end, to correct 
this mistaken Supreme Court decision and to re-
store the traditional meaning of the Constitution. It 
is to vindicate the principle of popular sovereignty 

by acting on that principle. That is to say, by acting 
on it at the ballot box – making the fl ag amend-
ment a “voting issue” in state after state. And, for 
that to happen, candidates for the Senate must put 
it in issue. They have every incentive to do so.

After 17 years, the American people have 
sustained their support for the fl ag amendment. 
No other constitutional amendment proposed in 
the last quarter-century has enjoyed such active 
and enduring commitment. Just as rivers run to 
the sea, the force of such sustained public opinion 
will, eventually, prevail.

Faith in the potential of American democracy, 
which all of us share, entails at least that much. x

Richard Parker is a Williams professor of law at 
Harvard University. 

Statute approach won’t protect Old Glory 

 A small group of senators who don’t support the 
fl ag amendment instead are pushing for a statute 
that would make it illegal to desecrate the fl ag. 
Harvard law professor Richard Parker says that 
approach simply is an excuse to not vote for the 
amendment and won’t make it past the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

 “The reason is that a bare (5-4) majority of the 
Supreme Court, 17 years ago, held that specifi c 
statutory protection of the fl ag is impermissible,” 
Parker said. “The fi ve justices said that physical 
desecration is ‘speech’ and that singling out the 
American fl ag for protection amounts, in itself, to 
favoring one point of view over other competing 
points of view. Under this reasoning, not just one 
statute, but any fl ag-protection statute, will be 
invalid.”

 Parker said those who say they favor protecting 
the fl ag need to back up their words with actions. 
“The ‘swing’ senators claim to disagree with the 
Court, but they are reluctant to back up their 
disagreement with their vote,” Parker said. “Instead, 
they want to imagine the Court never did and said 
what it did and said. A senator who supports a 
statute must support the amendment. There is no 
way around it.”

Know where they stand

To see your senator's position on the fl ag 
amendment, visit www.cfa-inc.org on the Web 
and click on “The Issues” and “Where They Stand,” 
or call the Citizens Flag Alliance at (317) 630-1384. 
E-mail the CFA at cfa@cfa-inc.org.
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All it takes is one vote 
to rescue our fl ag

BY MAJ. GEN. PATRICK H. BRADY
RETIRED, U.S. ARMY

The fl ag amendment reads: “The Congress 
shall have power to prohibit the physical 

desecration of the fl ag of the United States.”  
Study those words. Do they say, “Thou shalt 

not burn the fl ag”? Do they insert fl ag pro-
tection in the Constitution? Do they, in and 
of themselves, protect the fl ag? Could such 
words assault freedom of speech? Do they 
criminalize fl ag burners? Do those words re-
quire the Congress to protect the fl ag? How 

do those words change the Constitution?  
In truth, the fl ag amendment does none of 

these things. Yet many in the media and their 
cronies claim it does all of these things.

What it does do, and this is important, is it 
allows Congress to pass a law if it chooses to 
protect our fl ag. 

Why, then, is the fl ag amendment important? 
It is important because the government erred 
when it inserted fl ag burning in the Bill of Rights 
and called it “speech.” It is important because 
the government, through the Supreme Court, 
took a right away from the American people – the 
right to protect our fl ag, a right we enjoyed since 
our birth as a nation. It is important because the 
government does not have the right to change 
our Constitution without the consent of the 
people. It is important because the people have 
a solemn obligation to correct the errors of our 
government. 

The fl ag amendment also is important because 
it does the same thing that almost all of the 
amendments to our Constitution do: it grants a 
right to the people, a right that, in this case, was 
taken away by the government. The government 
has laid a minefi eld around Old Glory. The fl ag 
amendment clears that minefi eld.

I once landed my helicopter ambulance in 
a minefi eld. The wounded troops were scat-
tered among the mines. No soldier would move. 
They would not budge even to bring their 
own wounded to my aircraft. My two crew-
men looked at me, and I said simply, “Go get 
’em.” And they did. They literally ran into the 
minefi eld and began to carry the wounded to 
our aircraft. In the process they set off a mine 
that physically blew them into the air and fi lled 
our helicopter with holes. But they got up and 
fi nished the job. They rescued all the wounded. 

That is my message to all who support Old 
Glory. Go get ’em. Rescue our fl ag. Know you will 
be entering a minefi eld. The media will ridicule 
you. Politicians will trivialize the issue. Many 
believe it is hokey. Heads will turn and doors will 
close. Some will demonize you for trying to 
protect and keep a Constitution that does not fi t 
their distorted vision. The truth will be lost in the 
melee, and you will be knocked down again and 
again, but get up and fi nish the mission. Rip 
away the cover of those who hide behind a 
statute. While you are in that minefi eld, be 
comforted by the fact that America is with you. 
You are fi ghting for our rights. You are protected 
by the right of the people to defi ne our Constitu-
tion, the right of the people to petition the 

Comstock
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government for a “redress of grievances.” We need 
one vote in the Senate. Go get that vote. 

Go get the senators who refuse to let the people 
decide. If you are a Republican, tell Sens. Mitch 
McConnell and Robert Bennett you know as well 
as they that a statute will not work. If they truly 
want the fl ag protected, they need to vote for the 
fl ag amendment fi rst. A statute requires the 
amendment in order to withstand Supreme Court 
scrutiny. First the amendment, then the statute; it 
is the only way the fl ag can be protected. 

The passage of the fl ag amendment is part of 
their party’s platform. If they aspire to lead their 
party, they should know that leaders need to be 
team players; they will be asking others to do that. 
They don’t need to change their mind. They just 
need to change their vote and let the people 
decide. They should join their own team and the 
50 states that want them to return to the people 
the right to protect Old Glory. They should heed 
the words of Thomas Jefferson: “It is my principle 
that the will of the majority should always pre-
vail,” and, “I readily suppose my opinion wrong, 
when opposed by the majority.” If their vote kills 
the fl ag amendment, it will certainly cripple their 
leadership. 

If you are a Democrat, thank Sens. Harry Reid 
and Dianne Feinstein for their support. It takes 
a lot of courage to oppose the majority of their 
party, Senate Democrats, who oppose the fl ag 
amendment by 85 percent. Ask them to lead their 
party back into the mainstream of America, where 
some 75 percent support their right to protect the 
fl ag. A vote for the fl ag amendment could start 
that process. 

My crewmen were heroes in that minefi eld. 
They rescued many dying soldiers that day. Some 
senator can be a hero. His or her vote can rescue 
Old Glory from the tyranny of the courts. One vote 
can prove that the majority in this country counts 
when it wears working clothes, not just when it 
wears black robes. That vote can clear the mines 
around our fl ag and begin to clear from the Court’s 
minefi eld prayer, the Ten Commandments, the 
Pledge of Allegiance, marriage, property rights 
– and blow away the court-built barriers around 
pornography and obscenity. One vote could be his-
toric. It could begin the restoration of our Constitu-
tion to where it was for more than 100 years. x

Patrick H. Brady, a Medal of Honor recipient, is 
board chairman of the Citizens Flag Alliance.

Glover, Vt., Aug. 5-6, 1989: Vandals turn the Westlook 
Cemetery into “a bathroom facility,” using American 
fl ags as toilet paper. – The Times Argus, Barre, Vt.

Bloomington, Ind., June 8, 1995: Twenty fl ags are 
stolen from poles and burned at the Valhalla Memory 
Gardens cemetery.

Appleton, Wis., Sept. 20, 1996: Local youths admit to 
stealing, burning and defecating on American fl ags in a 
series of more than 20 incidents in the Appleton area. 

Beverly, N.J., May 17, 1997: Vandals desecrate dozens 
of American fl ags at a national cemetery. – Courier-
Post, Cherry Hill, N.J.

Minersville, Pa., Aug. 7, 1998: A Pottsville, Pa., man 
and four juveniles are arrested in connection with the 
burning of about 100 American fl ags on veterans 
graves. – The Harrisburg Patriot, Harrisburg, Pa.

Springfi eld, Mo., May 31, 1999: Dorothy Presley 
discovers the charred remains of an American fl ag she 
fl ew outside her home in honor of three U.S. soldiers 
held captive in Yugoslavia. – Springfi eld News-Leader, 
Springfi eld, Mo.

Washington, D.C., Jan. 20, 2001: Demonstrators at 
the U.S. Navy Memorial burn American fl ags they 
brought with them, and lower those on the memorial’s 
fl agpoles to trample them. – Washington Post

Elwood, Ind., Oct. 27, 2002: Air Force veteran Ben 
Haskett fi nds his American fl ag in shreds and is told by 
police of 11 similar incidents – Theindychannel.com

La Habra, Calif., March 8, 2003: Dozens of supporters 
rally around a sidewalk memorial to victims of the Sept. 
11 attacks after antiwar protesters burned U.S. Flags at 
the memorial. According to police, Jennifer Quintana 
tells the crowd she burned several fl ags and put up an 
antiwar poster. – Los Angeles Times

Littleton, N.H., Sept. 9, 2004: Zachary Libby, 21, is 
arrested for vandalizing an American fl ag on the 
Veterans Memorial Bridge. – Associated Press

Hurricane, Utah, July 4, 2005: Early on the morning of 
July 4, someone takes down the American fl ag posted 
outside an American Legion post, partially burns it 
and then hangs it back on the fl ag pole upside down. 
– Spectrum, St. George, Utah 

Free speech or gross misconduct?

Hundreds of fl ag desecrations have occurred since Texas v. Johnson determined that such acts are legal forms 
of free speech, including:
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Why the U.S. Congress 
is duty-bound to pass
the fl ag amendment

BY STEPHEN B. PRESSER

Each member of Congress, when he or she 
begins to serve, takes an oath to support the 

U.S. Constitution, as required by Article VI of that 
fundamental document. That oath ought properly 
to be regarded as an obligation to recapture the 
Constitution through the passage of constitutional 
amendments when the U.S. Supreme Court mis-
construes it. Constitutional amendments have been 
rather rare in our history (only 27 so far in a little 
more than 200 years), but at least three of those 
have been passed in order to correct Supreme 
Court decisions regarded as erroneous. The most 
notorious of those decisions overruled by a consti-
tutional amendment was the Dred Scott decision of 
1857, which declared that black men and women 
should not be regarded as citizens of the United 
States, a decision that had much to do with plung-
ing the nation into Civil War. It was corrected by 
the 14th Amendment, one of the most important 
provisions in the entire Constitution. The two 
other amendments that reversed Supreme Court 
decisions forbade some lawsuits against state 
governments (the 11th) and permitted a progres-
sive income tax (the 16th). Depending on one’s 
point of view, just as the 14th Amendment did 
much to further American popular sovereignty, 
freedom and equality, so did the others reinforce 
the basic idea of the Constitution – Lincoln’s notion 
that ours is a government of, by and for the people.

This summer, Congress will have one more 
opportunity to further popular sovereignty by 
passing, in both chambers for the fi rst time, the 
fl ag amendment. The fl ag amendment is a simple 
and elegant addition to the Constitution, provid-
ing, in pertinent part, that “The Congress shall 
have power to prohibit the physical desecration of 
the Flag of the United States.” The need for the 
amendment fl ows from the Supreme Court’s 
misconstruction of the Constitution in the 1989 
case of Texas v. Johnson. In that case, overturning 
more than a century of American tradition, a fi ve-
person majority of the Court declared that desecra-
tion of the fl ag – the act of maliciously destroying 
the fl ag by such acts as tearing, burning, defeca-
tion or urination, in a manner calculated to cause 
outrage among any person observing the act – is 
speech protected by the First Amendment.

Until 1989, even the greatest champions of the 
First Amendment — men such as justices Earl 
Warren and Hugo Black — understood that 
desecrating the fl ag was a noxious act, and not a 
form of speech. Indeed, in his powerful dissent to 
Texas v. Johnson, then-Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist observed that fl ag desecration is more 
like an “inarticulate grunt” than any form of 
coherent speech. Some acts – wearing a black 
armband, for example – may well qualify as 
protected speech, but other acts, such as threaten-
ing the president or scrawling graffi ti on federal 
buildings, might well have some expressive 
content but would still not be recognized as 
speech protected by the First Amendment.

Perhaps for some Americans, and, alas, for fi ve 
members of the Supreme Court, the fl ag is appar-
ently little more than a piece of colored cloth, and 
thus for them, malicious harm to the fl ag is regard-
ed as simply a not-particularly-noteworthy politi-
cal statement. But since Texas v. Johnson, we’ve 
learned that is not the view of most of the Ameri-
can people. For most Americans, and particularly 
for those who have fought our nation’s battles or 
lost loved ones in such a struggle, the fl ag is a 
cherished symbol of the self-sacrifi ce and even the 
sacred nature of the service many Americans have 
given their nation. To condone desecration of the 
fl ag strikes this majority of Americans as funda-
mentally wrong. For them, fl ag desecration is not 
speech; it is an outrageous, uncivil and odious act 
that undermines the respect, admiration and 
gratitude that most Americans believe is due to 
those who have sacrifi ced on behalf of the rest of 
us. For them, to dishonor the fl ag is nothing less 
than literally and fi guratively tearing at the fabric 
that holds us together.

It is curious that a majority of the U.S. Supreme 
Court fi nds it diffi cult to understand these truths, 
which are obvious to most Americans. Subsequent 
to Texas v. Johnson, in 2003’s Virginia v. Black, the 
Supreme Court ruled that cross burning, another 
expressive act, is not necessarily protected speech 
but rather can be criminally punished when it is 
intended to intimidate and create fear of physical 
harm among a group of citizens. Flag desecration, 
of course, is a similar act of defi ance and intimida-
tion, but perhaps the Court, in its marble palace on 
Capitol Hill – along with many academics in their 
ivory towers – has lost the sense of the effect of 
fl ag desecration on ordinary Americans. Opinion 
polls do show that up to 80 percent of Americans 
believe it is appropriate to punish those who 
desecrate the fl ag and that a constitutional amend-
ment that accomplishes this is a worthy undertak-
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ing. Indeed, with a unanimity unprecedented in 
U.S. history, 50 state legislatures have indicated 
their support for such an amendment.

Given this overwhelming public expression of 
support for such an amendment, given the inconsis-
tent behavior of the U.S. Supreme Court in this area 
of constitutional law, and given the importance of 
the issue to most Americans – particularly the men 
and women who serve or who have served in our 
armed forces – it is not diffi cult to understand that 
once again the men and women serving in the 
House of Representatives and the Senate have a 
duty to preserve and protect the Constitution by 
passing the fl ag amendment, sending it on for a 
speedy ratifi cation by the states. Three quarters of 
the state legislatures must vote to ratify an amend-
ment, but since all have indicated their support for 
the measure this should not be a problem. 

For Congress to do its duty in passing the fl ag 
amendment and overturning the Court’s dubious 
decision in Texas v. 
Johnson would send 
a powerful message 
to all Americans: 
that just as the fi rst 
three words of that document suggest, the ultimate 
authority on the Constitution is “we the people.” In 
our nation, our only sovereign is the sovereign 
people themselves, and it is their representatives in 
Congress who have the burden of acting on the 
people’s behalf in matters of Constitution          
correction. 

The objections to such an amendment that have 
been raised over the years by many senators and 
some representatives, objections that will be heard 
again this summer, have never been persuasive but 
deserve some mention in order to rebut them. Some 
members of Congress believe the fl ag ought to be 
protected, but that a statute could do it and no 
constitutional amendment is necessary. Unfortu-
nately, this experiment was tried the year after 
Texas v. Johnson, but the Supreme Court simply 
reiterated that it meant what it said: any statute 
seeking to prevent fl ag desecration runs afoul of 
the First Amendment. Only a constitutional 
amendment, then, can clarify that fl ag desecration 
is not speech but a harmful act.   

Some have also argued that if the fl ag amend-
ment passes it will open the fl oodgates to constitu-
tional amendments, making it inevitable that our 
noble and succinct Constitution will be inundated 
with partisan amendments. This slippery-slope 
argument is incorrect, however, as the barriers to 
constitutional amendments remain considerable, 
and only an overwhelmingly popular amendment 

such as this stands a chance of passage. Indeed 
that is the way it should be. 

Others have objected that crafting an appropriate 
statute to protect the fl ag will be diffi cult, and that 
any measures could be overbroad, perhaps crimi-
nalizing the wearing of fl ag boxer shorts, fl ag 
motorcycle jackets or fl ag bunny slippers. Such an 
objection is, of course, premature, since no legisla-
tion has yet been passed – the fl ag amendment 
would permit such legislation but does not require 
it, and Congress would likely take great care in the 
drafting of such a measure. Fear of the chilling 
effect of such a statute seems overblown, however, 
given that legislation dealing with fl ag desecration 
was on the books for more than a century without 
noticeable effect on citizen action or civil liberty.

A fi nal objection sometimes offered by ostensible 
friends of the fl ag is that to pass such an amend-
ment will only invite disaffected souls to engage 
in more fl ag desecration, to express their dismay 

at the amendment 
and their contempt 
for the measure. 
But by this twisted 
logic one should 

never make any acts criminal lest one encourage 
their commission. No society can long endure 
if that is its philosophy of criminal legislation. 

The real issue with the fl ag amendment is what 
our guiding national philosophy should be: wheth-
er there are some things that ought to be sacred 
and revered, and whether the American people and 
their representatives have the power and the duty 
to declare what those things are. The real issue, in 
other words, is nothing less than popular sover-
eignty itself. 

To some Americans, committed probably in good 
faith to a society in which the maximization of 
individual will and expression is the only good, 
the fl ag amendment might seem an unwise burden 
imposed on free expression. To most Americans, 
however, who understand, as did our framers, that 
some things are more important and enduring than 
individual self-actualization, who understand that 
duty, respect, self-sacrifi ce and service to the com-
munity ought to take precedence, the passage of 
the 28th Amendment, the fl ag amendment, will be 
celebrated as a wise return to our traditions and to 
the original understanding of the Constitution. x

Stephen B. Presser is the Raoul Berger professor of 
legal history at Northwestern University School of 
Law, a professor of business law at Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School of Management, and a 
constitutional adviser to the Citizens Flag Alliance.

The real issue ... should be: whether there are some 
things that ought to be sacred and revered, and whether 
the American people and their representatives have the 

power and the duty to declare what those things are.
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To begin at the beginning, I am a tiny bit 
annoyed. Years ago, when I spoke at a 

fund-raiser for a GOP candidate in Orange 
County, Calif., I sat on the dais next to a lovely 
– even beautiful – woman named Mary Bono. 
Ms. Bono is the widow of Sonny Bono of 
“Sonny and Cher” fame, a former beauty 
queen and now a representative to the U.S. 
House of Representatives. She represents some, 
or all, of eastern Riverside County, a place of 
many different kinds of people, from Hispanic 
immigrants to billionaire retirees at lavish 
country clubs. The retirees make up a very 
large part of the population, and they are often 
Republican voters. It is no exaggeration to say 
they put Ms. Bono in offi ce.

So, now I have moved to the lovely area Ms. 
Bono represents, to a place called Rancho 
Mirage, and I hope to soon be a retiree. I 
wanted to talk to Ms. Bono about issues down 
here. I called her offi ce repeatedly and always 
got sent to a machine. Then I went to her Web 
site, where I sent her two letters. No response 
at all. When I e-mailed, when I called, I said I 
was a constituent and a well-known GOP 
speaker, and I wanted to re-acquaint myself 
with her.

No response. I just have the vague idea that 
possibly there are other Americans out there 
who want to contact their elected representa-
tives and are having a bit of trouble doing just 
that. And they may be feeling a bit of tension 

BY BEN STEIN

Ben Stein is an economist, lawyer, writer and actor. He provides commentary for “CBS Sunday 
Morning” and writes “Everybody’s Business,” a regular column for the New York Times Sunday business 
section. He also writes a column for Yahoo!Finance on money and is a frequent contributor to Fox 
News. With investment adviser Phil DeMuth, Stein is the author of “Can America Survive?” He was a 
speechwriter for presidents Nixon and Ford and is active in political commentary.
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It’s Not Personal, It’s Politics
Don’t be surprised if your congressman or senator doesn’t “get back to you.”
Even with large staffs, politicians fi nd it diffi cult to stay in touch with constituents.
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about it too, and a touch of disappointment. 
However, even as I write this down, my 
tension and disappointment are ebbing 
because I think I know how to solve the 
problem.

Before I tell you how I am going to solve the 
problem – and it’s not really a very big prob-
lem – let me say that this is not a partisan 
problem, nor is it a problem solely of beautiful 
women in Congress. It’s a problem with 
representative government. Basically, we have 
just gotten too big for our senatorial and 
House of Representative britches, in a word.

When the United States of America was 
founded, the country had a population of (very 
roughly) 10 million people. The Constitution 
called for the House of Representatives to be 
made up of one representative for every so 
many people. This latter number was added to 
as population grew so we would have more 
representatives but not as many as if we had 
kept the number of constituents per represen-
tative constant as in the Constitution. By 1910, 
though, the House and Senate decided that the 
House of Representatives would simply be too 
unwieldy if it got much bigger, so they capped 
it at 435 and just allowed the number of 
citizens per district to grow.

Times Have Changed. Now back to the 
founding. There were 13 states, soon to be 
added to by many more, and even the largest 
of these – either Virginia or New York or 
Pennsylvania or Massachusetts – would have 
had barely 1 million people. Not only that, but 
senators were elected by the state assemblies, 
so a senator basically only had to know a few 
dozen men – there were no women in govern-
ment then – to be elected over and over again.

Plus, Congress only sat for a few months 
each year, so the rest of the time, the senator 
or representative was back home practicing 
law or making friends or running a saloon, 
getting to know his peeps.

Yes, there were no telephones and no e-mail 
and no jet planes and only the vaguest hints of 
railroads. But serving as a representative or 
senator was a small-time thing. Of course, 
money helped, as it always does in every 
situation, for all time, but basically, a repre-
sentative could take his time and get to know 
everyone at every general store, every barber 
shop, every house of ill repute. That was 
small-town America then. That was small 
American government then.

Cut to the America of Mary Bono’s day. We 
will very soon have 300 million people. Count-
ing illegal aliens, we certainly have more than 
that by now. We still have 435 representatives, 
the amount set in 1910. That means each 
representative has roughly 690,000 constitu-
ents. Plus, women vote. Eighteen-year-olds 
vote. Men and women of all ethnicities vote. It 
is simply impossible for a representative, let 
alone a U.S. senator, to get to know more than 
a tiny sliver of these people personally. Even 
with a large staff, even with e-mail and jet 
planes, it is hard to make anything more than 
the most glancing contact with constituents in 
any meaningful way.

Again, imagine that you are a U.S. senator 
from California with maybe close to 40 million 
citizens, or of even the least populous state, 
Wyoming, with only a few hundred thousand. 
You simply cannot get to know more than a 
tiny fraction personally. You can be the most 
outgoing, friendliest human being on the 
planet and you can be in your car and out at 
the mall day and night. You still can’t do it.

But you want to be elected. You want to be 
noticed. You want to be important at home in 
your district or state, and also in the nation’s 
capital. So, what do you do?

It’s Just Business. You think to yourself, hey, 
even though I am the incumbent, there are 
always fresh faces who have just made a 
jillion dollars in real-estate development or 
high tech or working at Goldman Sachs who 
want my seat in the corridors of power. Yes, 
again, I am the incumbent, and we incum-
bents generally win, but there are always 
wolves nipping at my heels. How do I stay 
ahead? Is it by sitting at the phone and talking 
to Ben Stein if he calls? Is it by e-mailing 
everyone who e-mails me? No, there are too 
many people e-mailing me and calling me. I 
would love to have the personal touch, but I 
can’t do it. I need to reach voters the way 
Procter & Gamble reaches the folks who buy 
soap: in very large quantities and at the lowest 
possible cost.

That means television. That means mass 
mailings. That means radio ads. In other 
words, that means money. Huge money. 
Millions of dollars for each election cycle. That 
means the real job of a member of Congress or 
a U.S. senator is raising money. Yes, it is 
important that he attend committee meetings. 
It is important that he vote on the key votes 
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and that he show up for openings of bridges 
and highways. But that’s just window dress-
ing. And it’s important that the emcee come to 
the occasional American Legion hall and 
speak at the Rotary every so often. But, again, 
this is just window dressing. This is making 
the voters back home believe you are attending 
to the people’s business (and I am sure that the 
representatives and senators are doing just that 
in their minds). 

But the No. 1 goal of any elected representa-
tive is to be re-elected, and again, beyond 
anything else, this means raising money. 
Everything else is like driving in golf. It’s for 
show. Raising the money? It’s for dough.

Now, this does not mean that congressmen 
and senators are anything less than fi ne 
people. I have had the pleasure of working for 
a U.S. senator long, long ago by the name of 
Joseph Tydings of Maryland. He was a totally 
great guy. I was an 18-year-old college student 
home for the summer. I answered his letters, 
wrote speeches for him, even wrote a speech 
he gave at the commencement of the Univer-
sity of Maryland when I was myself in college. 
What was the senator doing? Well, talking to 
other senators, of course. Occasionally meet-
ing with the top dogs at the White House 
(amazingly, I cannot now recall whether that 
was JFK or LBJ, but I think it was JFK). But 
most of all, he was talking to people who 
could help him raise money. Union offi cials. 
Well-heeled real-estate developers. Successful 
farmers who wanted tax relief. Anyone who 
could give money and help Joe Tydings get re-
elected. And again, I don’t even slightly blame 
him for it. He was paid pennies for his work as 
a senator back then in 1963. Maybe he got 
$30,000 a year. He served his country with all 
his heart and soul, and his state, too.  But if he 
wanted to be re-elected, he had to have money.

That’s the way it is now, too. A member of 
Congress or senator gets paid slightly more 
than $160,000 a year. This is more than most 
people earn, but compared with how hard they 
work, compared with the responsibilities they 
have, it’s peanuts. The men and women of the 

U.S. Congress get paid a lot 
less than beginning 
investment bankers right 

out of the top business 
schools. They get paid 
about the same as 

beginning lawyers at 
major Wall Street fi rms. 

No one seeing how hard they 
work for so little money can 
doubt their sincere wish to 
serve the people.

But how can they serve if 
they are defeated? How can 
they sacrifi ce and act like patriots if they have 
to go back to being small-town lawyers when 
someone takes their seat? That means he has 
to raise money, and that fund-raising is his 
full-time job.

So, if you call your congressman, and he 
does not return your call, fobs you off onto a 
machine or to a college intern still hung over 
from the party at Georgetown the night before, 
it’s nothing personal. As they always say in 
“The Godfather,” “... it’s just business.”

Of course, there are exceptions. If you are 
the head of the local Chamber of Commerce, if 
you are the reverend of a megachurch, if you 
are head of a large American Legion post, and 
you want to talk to your congressman, you 
will be able to. That’s because you will be in a 
position to deliver a chunk of votes in a bloc, 
the way candidates like them.

So, think of your representative as a busi-
nessman. He’s selling himself just like a realtor 
sells a house. And just like that realtor, he 
wants to sell the house to the highest bidder. 
He doesn’t just want to. He must do that or he 
will disappear into oblivion.

“Money is the mother’s milk of politics,” 
goes the old saw, and it’s true. I have seen it in 
my own little life. I have a friend who has run 
for statewide offi ce in California. I have 
donated the maximum to him and hosted 
fund-raisers for him. And it works. When I 
have a problem with the state bureaucracy, his 
staff helps out. They return my calls. They 
treat me right. (By the way, this does not 
necessarily work at the national level. One of 
my closest friends raised over $250,000 for the 
Bush campaign in 2004 and cannot get anyone 
at all on the phone. I think for that you have to 
raise over a million.)

So, why is my tension and disappointment 
about my representative here in Rancho 
Mirage gone? Because I am going to give the 
maximum to her campaign next time out. 
Because I will attend her fund-raisers. Because 
I will play the game the way the game is 
played. I will see things from her angle – that 
is, through the prism of what works for her. 
And I believe now you know how the game is 
played. It’s not personal. It’s just business. x
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Now you too can beat

ERECTILE
DYSFUNCTION

Erectile Dysfunction (ED) effects about 30 million men in the USA. The causes are varied and
range from psychological reasons to health conditions. But serious as it is, some men still 
compound the problem by not taking steps to deal with it. The result – often a complete breakdown
in their most intimate relationship.

Call today
TOLL-FREE!

877-266-7699
BONRO Medical Inc.

3801-A Washington Rd.
Martinez, GA. 30907

Visit our website
www.bonro.com

“My diagnosis of cancer came as a shock to myself
and my wife – little did we know that it would also end
our intimate experiences... that was until we found the
Vacurect™ vacuum therapy system. So simple and
easy to use... after several months of use I began to
regain my normal function.”                – Mobile, AL.

Vacurect™ was designed by a 47 year old professional
engineer who was experiencing ED himself. With the
assistance of urologists and sexologists, he decided to
tackle the problems of bulkiness and awkward method
of use inherent in traditional Vacuum Erection Device
(VED) design. The breakthrough result is an extremely
compact and easy to use solution... see for yourself!

“ For the last five years, my husband and I had been
using an earlier model vacuum system... it was 
awkward to include in our lovemaking and the rings
were uncomfortable for my husband. Now the
Vacurect™ has unbelievably enhanced our intimate
moments together”                            – Clifton, N.J.

Additional Advantages

Control: You determine when, how long and how often.

Consistency: Vacurect™ produces an enhanced erection
every time – no waiting!

Safety: No pills, no implants, no injections and no risky
drugs!

Proven Performance: Over 96% effective for thousands
of satisfied users!

Medically Approved Vacurect™ is FDA registered and
approved by Medicare and most other Secondary
Insurance Companies. For your convenience, we will
obtain a prescription from your physician and file all
insurance claims for you.

Why wait another day?
Live your life fully – bring intimacy back into your life
TODAY! Call one of our trained clinical specialists right
now to learn more and to request a FREE Patient
Starter Kit or, if you prefer, complete and send in the
coupon below. Be sure to include your telephone number.

We are so confident that you will find our product 
beneficial, that we offer an unconditional, 30-day money
back guarantee!

YES, please tell me more about the revolutionary Vacurect™.

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ___________________ State ___________  Zip ______________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________________

Please Fax: (706) 210-4740, or mail completed coupon to:
BONRO Medical Inc., PO Box 211610, Martinez, GA. 30917

Typical conventional VEDS Vacurect™

AL.06.06 
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NEWS, NOTES & OTHER QUICK HITSrapidfi re

BY THOMAS L. BOCK
THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL COMMANDER

A few weeks ago, Congress considered granting 
amnesty to 12 million illegal immigrants in 

America. The national debt stood at more than    
$8 trillion. The war on terrorism was within a few 
months of its fi ve-year anniversary. Programs like 
Social Security and Medicare are faced with grave 
uncertainties, long-term and short. Education, 
housing, labor, commerce, agriculture and envi-
ronmental protection are all pegged for budget 
cuts. Veterans benefi ts claims are stacked nearly a 
million deep, VA construction projects are delayed, 
and lines are again forming at under-funded VA 
health-care facilities. In all, 141 federal programs 
are proposed for reduction or elimination in 2007.

The “guest-worker” program debated in Wash-
ington last spring is a quick, costly stab at solving 
America’s illegal-immigration crisis. Recent history 
shows the quick-fi x approach won’t work. In fact, it 
can be expected to quadruple the long-term federal 
cost of providing services for newly legalized 
immigrants, along with dependents who will 
follow them in years to come. Their chances of 
realizing the American dream will be shot without 
a robust naturalization process that includes 
English language skills, allegiance to the laws of 
our nation, denouncement of our enemies, and an 
ultimate expectation of U.S. citizenship. Of course, 
deportation of the millions who have crossed the 
border illegally – so many of them desperate to 
work hard to build better lives for their families – 
is logistically, economically and diplomatically 
unwise and inhumane. It is a complicated prob-
lem, one that has ridden along like a stowaway in 
the cargo hold of our republic since its founding. 
The ultimate solution may be years away.

In the meantime, there is one critical step 
America must take, particularly during this time 
of global war and threatened national security, a 
time when a nuclear device can be carried in a 

backpack. That step is a vastly stronger commit-
ment to border control – on the south, the north, in 
our ports and everyplace else we have let our 
perimeters grow porous.

Border security, not amnesty, must be the fi rst 
step. Without it, we can expect nothing less than a 
repeat performance of the disastrous Immigration 
Reform and Control Act of 1986. The act gave 2.8 
million illegal immigrants a free pass. Another 
142,000 dependents soon followed. Ten years later, 
the average immigrant who’d received amnesty 
was earning $9,000 a year and had only a seventh-
grade education. Meanwhile, the taxpayer cost of 
medicating, educating, feeding, incarcerating and 
providing services to that group alone is estimated 
at $78 billion, according to the Center for Immigra-
tion Studies. Millions more illegal immigrants 
poured into America following the 1986 amnesty, 
which failed to make a necessary commitment to 
border control to go along with the free pass for 
those already living here.

In recent years, the brutal “coyote” industry of 
human traffi cking has begun to eclipse narcotics 
smuggling at the border, leading hundreds to their 
deaths in the deserts or to be stuffed by the dozens 
into suburban drop houses with no place to go. 
Nearly 4 million are estimated to have immigrated 
illegally into the United States since 2000 alone.

If the 1986 model is applied to the current guest-
worker proposal, taxpayers can safely calculate 
$312 billion to pay for the amnesty over the next 20 
years, at which time, without a commitment to 
border control, another amnesty is certain to be 
needed. The money will be spent, and the problem 
will still be with us. That $312 billion would go a 
long way toward improving access to VA health 
care, providing education to low-income children, 
fortifying the future of Social Security and, lest we 
forget, toward securing the borders and enforcing 
immigration laws already on the books.

Since the early 1920s, The American Legion has 
supported legal immigration, the naturalization 

[IMMIGRATION]

Border control: the fi rst step to immigration reform
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process, the adoption of a shared language, and 
the lawful route to U.S. citizenship. That support is 
built on the hope that future generations, regard-
less of their origins, have the opportunity to live 
out the American dream. The granting of amnesty 
eviscerates the process, rejecting laws built on the 
protection of the American people and of immi-
grants themselves. The granting of amnesty 
without an expectation of naturalization and 
assimilation all but guarantees that newly legal-
ized immigrants and their families will stay stuck 
at the bottom of the income and education ladder, 
caught behind a language barrier that is growing 
ever more impenetrable. Amnesty strips away any 
incentive for an immigrant to pursue citizenship 
the legal way, and it does nothing to untangle the 
red tape that prevents law-abiding immigrants 
from timely decisions on their visa applications.

The world possesses no nation so welcoming as 
America. But ours is not a house without rules, nor 
can it be, certainly not in a time of war. The 
answer resides somewhere between the deporta-
tion of 12 million people and the declaration that 
everyone in the world, regardless of their place of 
origin or intent, has a God-given right to live here. 
The answer has yet to come fully into focus, but 
we know from 1986 that putting a Band-Aid over a 
sucking chest wound is not going to heal this 
condition in the long run. 

In his fi nal days, President Theodore Roosevelt 
grappled with the same problem and wrote: “We 
should insist that if the immigrant who comes here 
in good faith becomes an American and assimi-
lates himself to us, he shall be treated on an exact 
equality with everyone else, for it is an outrage to 
discriminate against any such man because of 
creed, or birthplace, or origin. But this is predi-
cated upon the person’s becoming in every facet 
an American, and nothing but an American ... 
There can be no divided allegiance here.” 

It is a message our elected leaders would be wise 
to revisit today.

Immigration proposals before Congress

In early April, immigration reform hit a snag in the 
Senate. Debate centered on three bills but ultimately 
fell apart over disagreements between parties. The 
Senate was expected to take up the issue again 
following a two-week recess.

More diffi cult will be reconciling a fi nal Senate bill with 
H.R. 4437, the House bill passed in December. 
Introduced by U.S. Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner, 
H.R. 4437 treats illegals’ presence in the country as a 
felony punishable by a year and a day in jail. Giving 
even humanitarian aid to illegals would be a crime 
punishable by up to fi ve years in prison. Civil penalties 
for employers hiring illegals would climb to as high as 
$25,000. Also included is a 700-mile double fence 
along the U.S.-Mexico border.

S. 2454, the Securing America’s Borders Act
Introduced by Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn.

Requires employers to electronically verify worker 
eligibility, with increased civil penalties of between 
$500 and $20,000 for hiring illegals.

Makes it a misdemeanor crime to be in the United 
States illegally.

Cancels visas of immigrants who have overstayed their 
them and requires them to return to their home 
country.

Increases employment-based visas from 140,000 to 
290,000.

Senate Judiciary Committee Bill 
Introduced by Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Arlen Specter, R-Pa.

Allows a three-year guest-worker visa, renewable once 
if illegals pay a $1,000 fi ne and pass a background 
check. After six years, they must demonstrate English 
profi ciency and pay another $1,000 fi ne and back taxes 
before applying for permanent residency.

Removes criminal penalties for immigrants found to be 
in the country illegally.

Authorizes a “virtual wall’’ of unmanned vehicles, 
cameras and sensors to monitor the border.

Requires acquisition or construction of 20 detention 
facilities for up to 10,000 apprehended illegals.

S. 2612
Introduced by Sens. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., 
and Mel Martinez, R-Fla.

Divides illegal immigrants into three groups. Those 
living in the United States more than fi ve years would 
earn their way to citizenship by learning English and 
civics, submitting to a background check and paying a 
$2,000 fi ne. Those living in the United States between 
two and fi ve years would have to leave the country at 
least briefl y to obtain temporary work visas. Illegals 
here less than two years would be required to leave.
Sources: AP, Federation for American Immigration Reform
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Legionnaires attending the Washington Conference 
last spring wanted a Senate vote on the fl ag-protection 
amendment, and Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist 
promised one before the July 4 recess – probably during 
the week of June 26. 

With 66 confi rmed supporters in the Senate, the 
amendment has never been closer to passage. Citizens 
Flag Alliance Chairman Patrick H. Brady, a retired Army 
major general and a Medal of Honor recipient, said many 
senators owe their seats to veterans who voted in the last 
election. “This isn’t about fl ag burning,” Brady said. “It’s 
about those that say fl ag desecration is free speech.”

He warned Legionnaires not to be fooled by senators 
who support fl ag-protection statutes instead of an 
amendment: “They know that the court will not uphold 
these statutes.”
n Vice President Dick Cheney addressed the rally, 

updating The American Legion on the administration’s 
strategy for Iraq. “Going forward, as the Iraqi security 
forces grow in strength and the political process contin-
ues to advance, we’ll be able to reduce troop levels 
without losing our capacity to defeat the terrorists,” 
he said. 
n William Haynes, general counsel for DoD, said that 

even though terrorists do not abide by Geneva Conven-
tions, the United States chooses to treat captured 
combatants humanely. “We are at war, but we are a 
country governed by the law.”
n VA funding was also high on the agenda. Senate 

Veterans Affairs Committee Chairman Larry Craig, R-
Idaho, mentioned the possibility of VA charging enroll-
ment or user fees, a proposal the Legion opposes.

Flag, war hot 
topics in D.C.

“This is no longer my son.”
Aicha El-Wafi , mother of convicted 9/11

co-conspirator and al-Qaeda member Zacarias 
Moussaoui, after he shouted at his trial, 

“God curse America! Bless Osama bin Laden!” 

“You’re on the 105th fl oor. Wow. 
Any injuries? Just hold on one 

second, sir. Hold on ... Don’t worry, 
God is there.”

911 operator, answering an emergency call 
from the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001, 

in a partial recording recently released

“This is certainly more serious 
than anything President Clinton 

was accused of doing.”
U.S. Sen. Russell Feingold, D-Wis., after 

introducing a resolution to censure President 
Bush for his warrantless surveillance program. 

Democrats blocked a hasty vote on his proposal.

“I wanted to do a tour like I 
did during the Vietnam War, 

a tour of the country. But then 
Cindy Sheehan fi lled in the gap, 

and she is better at this than I am. 
I carry too much baggage.” 
Jane Fonda, on her decision not to 

publicly protest the Iraq war

“To those peoples in the huts 
and villages across the globe 
struggling to break the bonds 
of mass misery, we pledge our 
best efforts to help them help 

themselves, for whatever period 
is required – not because the 
communists may be doing it, 

not because we seek their votes, 
but because it is right.”

President John F. Kennedy, 1961

“If the copying machines that 
came along later had been here 
during the war, I’m not sure the 

Allies would have won.
We’d all have drowned in paper.”

Alan Dickey, World War II Pentagon architect

[VERBATIM] [WASHINGTON CONFERENCE]

Conference produces promises of action.

The military’s long history as a melting pot
[MILITARY]

A recent study published by the Population 
Reference Bureau reveals that ethnic diversity has 
been a hallmark of the U.S. military from the very 
beginning. Congress authorized the creation of a 
German battalion in 1776. During the Civil War, 22 
percent of the Union Army was foreign-born, 
including a unit of German rifl emen detached to 
the New York militia and a brigade of Irish immi-
grants from New York and Massachusetts. 

By 1898, 25 percent of the U.S. Army was born 
somewhere other than the United States. During 
World War I, the commander of the 77th Infantry 
Division claimed that 43 languages and dialects 
were used in his unit. And during World War II, 
Washington created an all-Norwegian battalion 
“for an invasion of German-occupied Norway.”

Today, according to Pentagon estimates, almost 
31,000 U.S. troops are not yet American citizens.
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“In this war, we’ve lost some really good men 
and women who left our shores to defend liberty 
and did not live to make the journey home. 
Others have returned from war with wounds the 
best medicine cannot heal. As veterans, you’ve 
lost friends and comrades in the fi eld of battle, 
and you understand the sadness that has come 
to some of our nation’s military families. We pray 
for the families of the fallen, and we honor the 
memory of all who have given their lives in 
freedom’s cause. And we will honor that 
memory by defeating the terrorists, and 
spreading liberty, and laying the foundation of 
peace for generations to come. 

“I appreciate the Legion’s support for 
our troops in the fi ght. I appreciate the 
example you have set for those who wear 
the uniform today.

“Before Veterans Day a few years ago, a group 
of soldiers serving in Iraq sent a letter to The 
American Legion Headquarters here in 
Washington. They wrote, “Veterans of past wars 
will forever be in our hearts as American heroes. 
Their sacrifi ces give us courage, and their 
devotion reminds us of what we are fi ghting for.” 
Our men and women on the front lines are taking 
inspiration from the valor and courage that 
you’ve shown on the fi eld of battle. When they 
face dark moments in the thick of the fi ght, they 
remember that you faced enemies as brutal and 
determined as those who threaten America 
today, and they remember how you prevailed. 
And now they’re picking up your mantle and 
carrying on your fi ght. And like our veterans, 
they’re bringing security to our citizens, and 
freedom to the world. 

“Thank you for your idealism. I thank you for 
your dedication to God and country. May 
God bless our veterans. May God bless our 
troops in uniform. And may God continue to 
bless our country.”

President George W. Bush, speaking to 
Legionnaires and American Legion Auxiliary 

members in Washington in February

 “To continue to provide the best care for veterans, 
we are going to need to make adjustments, which may 
include adopting the proposals the VSOs once advocat-
ed for – asking those who have upper incomes and no 
combat injuries to pay more for their care,” Craig said.

National Commander Thomas Bock reiterated the 
Legion’s position that Title 38 “clearly defi nes those 
veterans who VA will treat at no cost to the veteran. It 
also identifi es those veterans who must make co-
payments for third-party reimbursement. Unfortunately, 
VA is prohibited from collecting third-party 
reimbursements from Medicare for nonservice-
connected medical treatment.”

He pointed out that more than half of VA’s patient 
population is Medicare-eligible. “VA loses third-party 
reimbursements from every Medicare-eligible Priority 7 
and 8 veteran it treats. Doesn’t it seem smarter to let 
VA collect from the nation’s largest health-care insurer 
rather than charging each veteran a $250 enrollment 
fee and doubling their prescription co-pay? These 
veterans have been paying the federal government for 
their Medicare benefi ts all their working life and 
continue paying Part A and Part B premiums. They are 
not asking for free health care. They simply want to 
spend their health-care dollars in a quality health-care 
delivery system.” 

– John Raughter

81 Percent of Afghans who think al-Qaeda is a 
negative infl uence in the world
6 Percent who think al-Qaeda is a positive infl uence

90 Percent who have an unfavorable view of Osama 
bin Laden, with 75 percent very unfavorable
5 Percent who have a favorable view of bin Laden 

88 Percent who say they have an unfavorable view 
of the Taliban
8 Percent who say they have an favorable view 
of the Taliban

82 Percent who say the U.S. overthrow of the 
Taliban was good for Afghanistan
11 Percent who say it was bad for Afghanistan

21 Percent who think Pakistan is seriously trying 
to stop the Taliban from operating there
66 Percent who think the government allows it

83 Percent who say Afghanistan is heading in 
the right direction
11 Percent who say it is heading in the 
wrong direction

[BY THE NUMBERS]

The Taliban tally DoD

Source: Program on International Policy Attitudes

James V. Carroll
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The American Legion 76 Free-
dom Car missed a starting position 
in the ARCA PGF Lester 150 at 
Nashville Superspeedway on 
Easter weekend by a mere 0.585 
seconds. That blink of an eye was 
the difference between 32nd and 
45th in a 41-car fi eld. It’s the 
difference between $60,000 to 
prepare for a race or $100,000.

Despite the setback, Team 
Johnson Motorsports owner Jack 
Johnson is optimistic the Freedom 
Car team is on the right track.

“During the two-hour practice 
session, we steadily increased lap 
speeds,” Johnson said. “And our 
qualifying speed was more than 
three-tenths of a second faster 
than our fastest practice lap. We 
learn something every lap we are 
on the track.”

Qualifying for an ARCA, Busch 
Series or Nextel Cup race is a 

simple matter of speed, Johnson 
says. Attaining the needed elapsed 
time is not so simple. But above all 
else, it takes cash to consistently 
fi eld a competitive race program.

“Money does not guarantee a 
win, or even a starting position on 
race day,” says Jerick Johnson, 
driver of the 76 Freedom Car. 
“However, it can level the playing 
fi eld and gives a driver a realistic 
shot to race and maybe even win.”

Funding permitting, Johnson 
said he hopes to qualify the Legion 
76 Freedom Car for the June 24 
Busch Series AT&T 250 at the 
Milwaukee Mile.

The Legion Racing program 
depends on grassroots support by 
The American Legion family, with 
the sale of Freedom Car merchan-
dise the main source of revenue. 
The national organization provides 
no direct monetary support.

Freedom Car gains ground at Nashville Superspeedway
[LEGION RACING]

Support the Legion 
Racing program

Purchase Legion Racing 
Merchandise or Legion 
Gourmet Coffee. 
(888) 453-4466 
www.emblem.legion.org 

Purchase Post Packs at 
wholesale (12 shirts, 12 caps 
and 12 lapel pins) to sell 
or to raffl e. 
(704) 658-9988

Become a “Star” Sponsor, 
with your name, post and 
business listed on the 
traveling show car trailer. 
(704) 877-0151

Join your Department 
Booster Club. 

Become an associate 
sponsor or post honorary 
associate sponsor. 
(704) 458-0110

[SCHOLARSHIP]

A successful 2005 fund-raising effort between 
The American Legion and Lincoln Mercury has led the 
auto manufacturer to continue the offer for Legion family 
members in 2006.

Mercury offered Legionnaires, along with Auxiliary and 
Sons of The American Legion members $400 discounts 
on any new Mercury or Lincoln, in addition to any current 
public offers, in 2005. Each purchase additionally 
generated a $100 donation to the American Legacy 
Scholarship Fund, which provides education dollars to 
the children of U.S. servicemembers killed in active duty 
on or since Sept. 11, 2001. Purchases resulted in $118,000 
for the fund. Learn more about this important program 
online. www.mercuryvehicles.com/legion

James V. Carroll

James V. Carroll
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Pharmacists now armed with a powerful
new weapon that delivers real joint comfort

©2006 PATENTHEALTH, LLC SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE ADVERTISEMENT UMS 3939 Everhard Rd., NW Canton OH 44709

Luck of the draw gives readers 7 days to be the f irst to get the new pills
Scientists and doctors have devel-

oped an amazing new oral tablet
called Trigosamine. It’s so impressive
that one key ingredient has the abili-
ty to retain fluid up to 1000 times its
own weight, with the potential to
increase lubrication for the joints
allowing them to move with ease. 

“Using Trigosamine is like taking a
can of oil and applying it directly to
your joints” said Dr. Joseph Dietz,
Chief of Health Sciences.2

And thanks to the luck of the
draw, readers of this publication will
be among the first to get it. That’s
because this area has already been
assigned a toll free Regional Health
Hotline, but the catch is the hotline
is set to close in just 7 days.

“We recommend that readers call
now to get their share first,” said
Matthew J. Woods, Director of The
Regional Health Hotline. 

“Right now we’re shipping out every-
thing we have on a first come first served
basis. We may not be able to meet every-
one’s demands as word continues to
spread across the country,” he said.

Trigosamine contains one of the
most promising joint nutrients known
to man. Researchers refer to it as HA13.  

This important nutrient is a building
block of naturally occurring joint oil
which is medically known as synovial
fluid. This fluid reduces friction in the
joints allowing for effortless motion.1 It
not only lubricates the joints but it also
acts as a comfortable shock absorber.

“As the body ages the production of
synovial fluid declines which forces
the joints to grind together resulting
in nagging discomfort,” Dr. Dietz said. 

“HA13 has been shown to be
absorbed into the body and made
available to the joints. That means it
has the potential to replenish the
ultra slippery synovial fluid which
allows joints to slide freely and
smoothly,”1 said Dr. Dietz.

Now for the first time ever the
Trigosamine brand combines HA13
with the essential blend of Gluco-
samine and Chondroitin. 

It has been clinically shown that
this essential blend of glucosamine
and chondroitin helps to build
healthy cartilage in the joints and
allows for increased flexibility and
range of motion. This impressive
combination works to alleviate
uncomfortable joint dysfunction
which results in amazing comfort.1

A clinical study conducted by the
United States government found that
glucosamine and chondroitin, similar

to those present in Trigosamine, 
had a remarkable 79.2% effective
rate for those with moderate to
severe joint discomfort.

It was also announced at The
American College of Rheumatology2

meeting that the combination of 
glucosamine and chondroitin showed
promise among persons with moder-
ate to severe discomfort. 

“The clinical trials have been con-
sistent. The essential blend like the
one present in new Trigosamine has
been proven safe and is extremely
effective,” Dr. Dietz said.1

One of the reasons Trigosamine is
receiving so much attention is
because it is derived from natural
sources. The ingredients are com-
bined to make a revolutionary new
formulation that is taken orally just
once a day without a prescription. 

The tough part now is how to get it. 
“Everybody wants it,” Woods said.
“The first drugstores to get this

new formula couldn’t keep it on the
shelves.”

That makes the next 7 days so
critical for all of the readers. Those
who get through to the Regional
Health Hotline before the deadline
will get Trigosamine sent directly to
their homes.

Otherwise, those who miss the
deadline and everybody else living in
other parts of the country will be
hard pressed to get it. 

So, even with the clock ticking read-
ers still have the advantage of being
among the first to get their hands on
this new medical breakthrough. ■

The national distribution of new
Trigosamine is being conducted
under the  strict control of a 7 day
deadline. Until all pharmacies are
fully stocked, readers are authorized
to have it sent directly to their
homes by calling The Regional
Health Hotline now.

PHONE LINES OPEN: 

at 9:00 am today
PHONE LINES CLOSE:

in just 7 days
REGIONAL HEALTH HOTLINE:

1-800-782-8750
APPROVAL CODE FOR THIS AREA:

TG373
IMPORTANT: If you miss the 7 day

deadline you will be turned away.
Otherwise, you need to wait for a
future public announcement giving
your local area approval to call.

Here’s how to get it

411153675B0505BC

[M] B
EXP:01.03.06 [16:13]
SC:100%

HAND/FINGERS

■ HEALTHY JOINTS: Diagnostic x-rays reveal human joints
that have the proper amounts of synovial fluid to lubricate
the joints and act as a comfortable shock absorber. The
plentiful fluid allows for comfortable and effortless motion.

Trigosamine is a once daily oral tablet with a mecha-

nism of action with three powerful joint nutrients put

into place to provide comfort.

1. Hyaluronate-HA13™:
This remarkable compound is
present in the body’s synovial
fluid which acts as a shock absor-
ber and makes the joints extremely
slippery allowing them to slide
smoothly over one another.1

2. Glucosamine Hydrochloride-GH15:
This clinically proven compound
helps build and maintain cartilage
to reduce joint dysfunction.1

3. Chondroitin Sulfate-CS12:
Clinically proven compound helps
improve flexibility and promotes
increased range of motion.1

P00178 OF00507R-1 Source: ©PatentHEALTH 2006

2 Dr. Joseph C. Dietz, PhD currently conducts full-time joint care and nutraceuti-
cal research on Trigosamine™ for PatentHEALTH, LLC. Statements herein are
based upon published public information and do not imply affiliation, sponsor-
ship or endorsement of Trigosamine™ by the American College of Rheumatology. 

1 THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION.
THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE.

HOW                     WORKS

[M] B
EXP:01.08.06 [22:05]
SC:100%

412113115C0505CDKNEE

B1.7O#0.5+0.37R7T1.0F2FO.5

M1.6S33B*1.0*1.0 AP

Medical X-Ray

H1.7O#0.5+0.37R7T1.0B2FO.5

M1.6S66B*1.0*1.0 AP

Medical X-Ray

TG373  4/25/06  12:56 PM  Page 1
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The names Glenn Miller and Ray 
Eberle are synonymous with the 
Big Band Era. Glenn Miller’s 
Orchestra was probably the best 
known Big Band in the world, and 
his ballad singer, Ray Eberle, was 
one of the most infl uential pioneers 
of Big Band singers. He was also 
my father. Their music not only 
lifted the spirits of Depression-
weary Americans, it boosted the 
morale and hopes of troops during 
World War II.

The names of these famous musicians of a bygone era once again echo 
the halls of today’s high schools and colleges, connecting two distant 
generations.

In the mid-1970s, the Miller family formed the Glenn Miller Birthplace 
Society to celebrate Miller’s life and work in his hometown of Clarinda, 
Iowa. The society’s board of directors unanimously decided that Miller’s 
historic contributions and unique vision would live on in music scholar-
ships. The scholarship program gained traction in 1980 when Bob Hope 
sent a $100 contribution, which aided in organizing what is now known 
as the Glenn Miller Scholarship Foundation. 

Thirty years later, thousands of Miller fans from all over the world 
fl ock to the Glenn Miller Festival in Clarinda. There, six scholarships are 
awarded: three each for the instrumental and vocal categories. The 
funds may be used for any education-related expense without regard to 
any other award.

Clarinda’s business community, along with society’s supporters 
worldwide, established a permanent instrumental scholarship. Later, 
memorials to Ralph Brewster of the famed Miller group “The Moder-
naires” and Clarinda businessman Jack Pullen were added. Beginning 
this year, a vocal scholarship has been added to honor the memory of 
Ray Eberle. 

In the spring, fi nal selections were made from hundreds of applicants 
attending the festival. But what draws dozens of talented 18-year-olds 
from around the country to a small town in Iowa? In a word: integrity. 
They are studying music and know well these historic fi gures of the 
past. The names Glenn Miller, Ray Eberle and Ralph Brewster imbue 
vision, history, hope and encouragement. These are names they trust, 
representing the swing music their grandparents danced to and that 
they continue to keep alive for future generations.

I will be in Clarinda this month to represent my father. I look forward 
to shaking the hand of the fi rst recipient of the Ray Eberle Vocal Scholar-
ship and looking into his or her smiling eyes the way my father looked 
into mine. This year’s festival truly will be a place where the past meets 
the future. 

– Jan Eberle

[MILESTONES]

Full circle
Big Band music lives on 
through scholarships.

Pioneer in 
PTSD diagnosis
passes away

Psychiatrist Leonard Neff, 
who played a key role in 
improving diagnosis and 
treatment for post-traumatic 
stress disorder, died 
March 26 at 80. 

A college student drafted 
into the Army during World 
War II, Neff served in the 
Pacifi c but did not see 
combat. Decades later, he 
was working as a psychiatrist 
at what is now the VA 
psychiatric hospital in 
West Los Angeles when he 
persuaded a 22-year-old 
Vietnam War veteran to 
surrender after the man 
appeared in combat gear and 
took three people hostage.

Neff participated in a study 
of the disorder called “shell 
shock.” His work gave health 
offi cials a better understand-
ing of how traumatic experi-
ences can surface much later 
in life.

In 1976, Neff and others 
made a presentation on the 
disorder at a psychiatric 
association convention, 
and he was instrumental in 
seeing that PTSD became an 
actual diagnosis in 1980.

Of the 2.5 million men 
and women who served in 
Vietnam, 54,972 received 
compensation for psychiatric 
disorders, according to a 
1974 report. Neff challenged 
the view that most Vietnam 
veterans were to blame for 
their own problems.

After leaving his job at 
VA, Neff entered into private 
practice. He also served as 
an adjunct professor at the 
UCLA Neuropsychiatric 
Institute.

[MEMORIAM]

Ray Eberle, right, performs with Glenn 
Miller during the Big Band Era.
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How to Heal Diabetes
Here’s important news for any-

one with diabetes. A remark-
able book is now available that

reveals medically tested principles
that can help normalize blood sugar
naturally ...and greatly improve the
complications associated with dia-
betes. People report better vision,
more energy, faster healing,
regained feeling in their feet, as well
as a reduction of various risk factors
associated with other diseases.

It’s called “Healing Diabetes” and it
was researched, developed and written by
a leading nutrition researcher. It shows
you exactly how nature can activate your
body’s built-in healers once you start eat-
ing the right combination of foods. It can
work for both Type I and Type II diabetes
and people report it has helped reduce
their insulin resistance. It can give diabet-
ics control of their lives and a feeling of
satisfaction that comes from having nor-
mal blood sugar profiles.

The results speak for themselves.
“Healing Diabetes” is based on the
latest scientific research. It tells you
which delicious foods to eat and which

to avoid. It also warns you of the poten-
tial danger of certain so-called “dia-
betes” diets. This program is outstand-
ing and can be a tremendous help to
diabetics. “Healing Diabetes” is based
on documented scientific principles
that can help:
• Eliminate ketones and give you

more abundant energy
• Make blood sugar levels go from

High Risk to Normal
• Stimulate scratches and scrapes to

heal faster
• Improve eyesight
• Improve your balance
• Help numb feet regain a level of

feeling
• Reverse neuropathy and resultant

heel ulcers
Improvement may be seen in other

areas as well, such as lower blood
pressure, lower cholesterol and
reduced triglyceride levels. There
may also be a reduction of other risk
factors associated with: heart attacks,
stroke, retinopathy, kidney damage.

What’s more, it may help improve
short term memory and make you feel

more alert and no longer chronically
tired. Improvements of double vision or
diplopia may also be experienced. 

If you or someone you know have
diabetes, this could be the most impor-
tant book you’ll ever read. As part of a
special introductory offer, right now
you can order a special press run of
“Healing Diabetes” for only $12.95
plus $2.00 shipping. It comes with a 90
day money back guarantee. If you are
not 100% satisfied, simply return it for
a full refund...no questions asked.

Order an extra copy for family or
friend and SAVE. You can order 2 for
only $20 total.

HERE’S HOW TO ORDER:
Simply PRINT your name and

address and the words “Healing
Diabetes” on a piece of paper and
mail it along with a check or money
order to: Diabetes Information Center,
Dept. HD230, P.O. Box 8347, Canton,
OH 44711. VISA or MasterCard send
card number and expiration date. Act
now. Orders are fulfilled on a first
come, first served basis.

©2006 Diabetes Information Center

Advertisement
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BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH

In the late 1990s, when Vioxx and similar 
drugs were introduced, newspaper headlines 
heralded a new era in pain relief: “Stomach 
problems minimized with new potent painkillers,” 
one paper proclaimed. “Newest drugs relieve pain 
with less risk,” another reported. 

Several clinical trials since have shown that 
these drugs – known as COX-2 inhibitors – may 
increase the risk of heart attack and stroke more 
than was previously thought. As a result, Vioxx 
and a similar drug, Bextra, were pulled from the 
market. A third, Celebrex, is considered somewhat 
safer and is still available and prescribed widely – 
although the Food and Drug Administration now 
requires a strong “black box” warning on its label.

COX-2 inhibitors belong to a wider class of drugs 
called non-steroidal anti-infl ammatory drugs, or 
NSAIDs. Over-the-counter and prescription 
NSAIDS – including aspirin, ibuprofen and others 
– play a major role in arthritis treatment, despite 
concerns over possible long-term side effects. 

Walking, swimming or yoga also can help 
reduce joint pain and stiffness, strengthen muscles 
around the joints, and build fl exibility and endur-
ance. Developing a personalized exercise program 
in consultation with a doctor, physical therapist or 
exercise specialist can be an important fi rst step in 
managing arthritis. 

Besides NSAIDS, two classes of drugs worth 
noting are the biologic response modifi ers and 
disease-modifying anti-rheumatic drugs. Both 
these categories of drugs help stop the progression 
of rheumatoid arthritis, but they have drawbacks, 

such as 
high cost 
or potentially 
serious side 
effects. Scien-
tists are working 
on versions that are 
safer and less costly. 

One medical treatment 
already in use is “visco-
supplementation,” in which 
doctors inject a liquid compound 
into the joint to lubricate it. 

Two supplements used widely to treat arthritis 
pain – glucosamine and chondroitin – were 
recently put to the test in a clinical trial involving 
VA researchers. The study included nearly 1,600 
patients with osteoarthritis of the knee and found 
that the supplements were no better than placebo 
for most patients. However, the treatment did help 
a subgroup of patients with more severe pain. 

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research and develop-
ment offi cer for the Veterans Health Administration.

This article is designed to provide general informa-
tion. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult their physicians 
when they have health problems.

[LIVING WELL]

New challenges, new hope in treating arthritis.

Commander: CARES announcement premature
VA Secretary James Nicholson told the Federal Times on 
April 17 that he is nearly ready to reveal his decision on 
VA’s massive Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced 
Services program, or CARES. 

“Everything went into limbo for half a year and now 
suddenly the secretary says he is prepared to make a 
unilateral decision that affects the lives of millions,” 
National Commander Thomas L. Bock said upon hearing 
the news. “Instead, he needs to resume talks and make a 
decision based on a VA demand picture that has changed 
greatly in the past two years.”

From Florida to Washington and from Maine to 
California, at least 18 VA facilities were up for closure, 
reduction or, in some cases, expansion. CARES also called 
for building more than 150 clinics across the nation, and 
medical centers in Las Vegas, Denver and Orlando, Fla., 
but funding for construction has lagged.

Evans decides not to seek another term
U.S. Rep. Lane Evans, D-Ill., an ardent supporter of 
veterans as ranking member of the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee, announced in April that he will not run 
for another term. Evans has been suffering from the 
effects of Parkinson’s disease since diagnosed in 1998.

[VA]

Comstock
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NEW YORK, Tuesday, 8:55 AM –
Today the National Collector’s Mint
announces a special limited release
of 3,874 Morgan Silver Dollars 85-
128 years old at $19.90 each. Several
prominent national dealers charge
from $10 to $30 MORE for a
comparable Morgan Silver Dollar.
These Morgans are among the last
surviving originals still in existence.
The U.S. Government melted down
270 million Morgan Silver Dollars for
military needs during World War I
(270,232,722 to be exact). This
increased the value of the surviving
silver dollars dramatically.  In fact, the
rarest ones have sold for as much as
$529,000.00.  Due to volatile fluctu-
ations in the precious metals market,
price can be guaranteed @ $19.90 each
for one week only!

MARKET CONDITIONS
A worldwide silver shortage of 21.2

million ounces was reported last year!
Private and government stockpiles are
dwindling in response to this huge
shortage.  The U.S. Government’s silver
reserve stockpile, a total of over 2
BILLION OUNCES, has been com-
pletely depleted!

INVESTMENT
Increasing prices of precious metals

makes every Morgan Silver Dollar more
valuable.  But acquiring your own
private cache of Morgan Silver Dollars is
a long term investment in so much
more... in history... in American
heritage... in the splendid rendering of

Miss Liberty’s profile by designer
George T. Morgan, whose “M” mark on
every Morgan Silver Dollar identifies
his masterwork.  And, of course, Morgan
Silver Dollars have not been minted for
85 years and are no longer in circulation.

HOARDS
Americans have been fascinated by

these magnificent “Silver Cartwheels”
since 1878.  Desperados like Jesse
James may have once stolen the very
silver dollars you can acquire through
this limited offering.  Or maybe John
Dillinger “withdrew” them from his
bank at gunpoint.  Whether they settled
someone’s debt in the Old West, paid
for a drink in a saloon or were lost in a
card game on a river boat, they are rich
with legendary experiences limited
only by your imagination.  Their silver
content, then as today is .900 fine
silver, totaling .77344 ozs. of pure
silver.  These are the reasons collectors
have always hoarded them... when they
could get them. 

TAKE NOTE
Now, 128 years after they were first

minted, comes this special release of
ORIGINAL U.S. GOV’T MORGAN
SILVER DOLLARS... some of the last
surviving “Morgans” still in existence in
all the world!  Each coin in this release is
guaranteed to be in mostly Brilliant
Uncirculated to Fine condition.  We’re
confident of their current value, so your
satisfaction is guaranteed or return your
order within 30 days by insured mail for
a full refund.  Avoid disappointment and

future regret by staking your claim to
these valuable treasures from America’s
history today.

HOW TO ORDER
To assure your reservation, we ask

you to call us immediately Toll-Free 1-
866-599-MINT, Ext. 6491 (1-866-599-
6468).  Orders will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis and a limit of
100 coins per customer will be strictly
adhered to.  Timely mail orders will be
accepted if directed to:  National
Collector’s Mint, Dept. 6491, 8 Slater
St., Port Chester, NY 10573.  THIS
OFFER MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT
ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE AT
THE SOLE DISCRETION OF NCM.

You may order 1 Morgan Silver
Dollar for $19.90 plus $4 shipping,
handling and insurance, 3 for $66.70
ppd., 5 for $109 ppd., 10 for $212 ppd.,
20 for $417 ppd., 50 for $1025 ppd.,
100 for $2025 ppd.  Don’t wait. ACT
NOW!

Call Toll-Free, Ask for Ext. 6491

1-866-599-MINT

National Collector’s Mint, Inc. is an
independent, private corporation not
affiliated with, endorsed, or licensed by
the U.S. government or the U.S. Mint.  
©2006  NCM AB-A64

ACTUAL GIANT SIZE 73/8” x 31/8”

Obverse Reverse

ORIGINAL U.S. GOV’T 
MORGAN SILVER DOLLARS!

DIRECT FROM LOCKED VAULTS TO U.S. CITIZENS!

www.ncmint.com/6491

Just Located...

AB-A64 7x10  4/13/06  9:08 AM  Page 1
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The Post-Crescent of Appleton, Wis., is The American Legion’s Fourth 
Estate Award winner for its landmark series on the condition of Wiscon-
sin’s war memorials.

One of the major criteria in selecting the winner of The American 
Legion’s Fourth Estate Award is the demonstrated impact of the report-

ing. Bureau chief Ben Jones’ 
series, “Have We Forgotten? 
Wisconsin’s War Memorials,” 
is a moving and informative 
look at Wisconsin war 
memorials and the poor 
upkeep they have received 
over the years.    

Jones revisited the purpose 
of establishing war memori-
als and the legacy of rever-
ence they have in their 
communities. Working with 
Post-Crescent enterprise editor 
Jaime Mara, Jones examined 
more than 100 Wisconsin 
war memorials and found 
about one-third to be in need 
of repair.

He compiled an online 
database of Wisconsin war 
memorials and vividly 
described their conditions. 
Many have fallen victim to 
the ravages of time, weather 
and neglect.  

Details triggered a commu-
nity movement across the 
state to restore the memori-
als. In Appleton,  city council 

members voted 16-0 to award a contract to restore the city’s deteriorat-
ing “Spirit of the American Doughboy” bronze sculpture.

“Our American servicemen and women served our country bravely, 
and some paid the ultimate sacrifi ce,” Jones said. “These war memorials 
were erected to honor their sacrifi ces for all time, and these monuments 
should be afforded the same dignity shown to our brave soldiers. That is 
why we did this story.”

Among previous winners of the award are WFOR-TV in Miami, United 
Press International, The Dayton Daily News, Dateline NBC, Fortune 
magazine, ABC News and the Detroit News.

“This year’s entries were extremely competitive and represented the 
tremendous efforts of the fourth estate in a wide range of journalistic 
investigations,” said Robert Morrill, chairman of The American Legion’s 
Public Relations Commission.

The American Legion will present Jones with the award on Aug. 30 at 
the 88th National Convention in Salt Lake City. 

Wisconsin paper wins Fourth Estate Award
[MEDIA]

In 1934, American Legion Post 38 donated to 
the city of Appleton, Wis., a metal statue of a 
World War I soldier in battle gear as a tribute 
to the 85 Outagamie County men killed in 
action during the Great War. Weathering has 
split the infantryman’s legs, causing damage 
that runs into thousands of dollars to repair. 

Together, Post 38 and the Post-Crescent 
campaigned to raise money to save the 
Doughboy statue. By last November, commu-
nity members chipped in a total of $21,500 to 
cover the costs. Offi cials expect to unveil the 
repaired memorial this Veterans Day.

Excerpted from “Vandals, 
Weather, Indifference 
Leave Sites in Disrepair,” 
May 29, 2005

Of the memorials The Post-
Crescent visited, 10 appar-
ently had been visited by 
vandals fi rst. 

Last month, at Pardeeville’s 
war monument, vandals 
splattered a granite space 
under the words “Honor to 
whom honor is due” with 
packets of pudding and Jell-O.

Earlier, a fl ag had been 
stolen from the monument, 
and its granite is chipped from 
someone who apparently 
threw rocks.

The damage dismayed local 
veterans, not so much be-
cause it took nine years and 
$70,000 to build the four-ton 
memorial. It was another kind 
of cost.

Eighty names are etched 
under the words “Civil War.” 
Under a World War I heading 
are eight more names, 14 for 
World War II and three each 
for Korea and Vietnam.

Ray Bankers, 79, a World 
War II naval veteran, once 
knew men listed on the monu-
ment, which was dedicated 
four years ago Monday. 
“These were the ones that 
gave their lives,” he said. 

In Little Chute, names were 
scrawled into the paint of a 
World War II German Howitzer 
cannon. In Beloit, someone 
broke the binoculars and boot 
off a statue of a sailor. In 
Milwaukee, two bronze eagles 
were stolen from a statue 
honoring a Civil War-era 
surgeon general.

To Bankers, who served in a 
war that took the lives of 
more than 8,000 Wisconsin-
ites, the damage is senseless. 
Today’s generation, he said, 
doesn’t understand what his 
sacrifi ced. 

“They have no idea.”

Mike De Sisti/Post-Crescent
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“Feel Sexually Healthy… 
ADVERTISEMENT IMPORTANT NOTE

Right Now!”

Alison

To Whom It May Concern:

I’m writing to thank you for the wonderful effect your product, MAXODERM Connection 
has had on my marriage.

My husband and I have 2 children and life is hectic to say the least. Although 
I love my husband very much, our feelings toward each other have gone from 
passionate to “compassionate”. Intimacy is certainly not a term we’re very 
familiar with these days. We both seem to be so run down at the end of the 
day, that neither of us have the urge to “get started”.  I was even concerned 
that one of us or both for that matter were beginning to suffer from a more 
physical problem with sexual intimacy.

I decided to take the matter into my own hands and do some research. I 
found that minor issues with sexual intimacy, such as a lack of desire and 
arousal, can be easily helped by introducing new and safe methods of 
stimulation to the relationship. When I found your MAXODERM Connection 
on the web, I knew that I found an answer. Your site explained how your 
TOPICAL formula goes to work instantly upon application to drastically 
increase stimulation and sensation. Although, I was not sure what my 
husband would think, I decided to give it a try.

WOW! The results were simply amazing! First, since it’s applied topically so 
there’s no waiting for something to happen. With MAXODERM Connection, 
you feel it working instantly - unlike swallowing a pill! I’ve read that as little as 
5% of the pill’s ingredients actually make it into your system and often take at 
least 3 – 4 weeks to work. And because MAXODERM Connection is an herbal 
formula, you don’t need a prescription! With MAXODERM Connection, we 
were actually able to enjoy the application process and we literally felt like 
newlyweds again. Not only was the effects exhilarating for me, but my 
husband felt “more virile” than he’d felt in years. I’ve also had some of my 
friends try it with their husbands – they can’t thank me enough.

You hear so much these days about herbal pills that claim to do this and 
claim to do that. We didn’t want to just take a pill. We wanted something that 
was not only going to enhance our arousal and desire, but also bring something 
fun to the bedroom. We found it with your product and now we’re not going to 
lose it again. I have to say I’ve never felt so SEXUALLY HEALTHY in my life!

Thank you for making a product that’s had such an impact on the BOTH of us.

Alison M.
Dallas, TX

“

”

P.S., Let your readers know - I'm pretty sure they can still get 
a FREE MONTH SUPPLY of MAXODERM Connection with 
their order by calling 1-800-214-8817 or by visiting their website 
at www.maxodermct.com Oh, and even better, their product 
is backed by a 120 Day Full Money Back Guarantee.

Not only was the

effect exhilarating 

for me, but my 

husband felt 

‘more virile’ than

he’d felt in years.

Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. 
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. AL0606
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American Legion offi cials are concerned about a 
case before the U.S. Supreme Court that could defy 
historical precedent and grant enemy combatants 
access to U.S. courts during a time of war.

“That the Supreme Court 
today is even considering 
granting enemy combatants 
access to our criminal-justice 
system is ludicrous,” National 
Commander Thomas L. Bock 
recently wrote in an op-ed 
appearing on the Web site 
www.military.com. “It is an 
insult to every American who 
has donned a military uniform.”

The case, Hamdan v. Rums-
feld, was fi led by Salim Ahmed 
Hamdan, an alleged bodyguard 
and driver for Osama bin 
Laden. The Yemeni citizen was 
captured fi ghting in Afghanistan and is detained 
at Guantanamo Bay.

Bock has been a tireless supporter of the prison 
facility at Guantanamo, and he led a delegation of 
Legionnaires to visit Camp Delta earlier this year. 
“Simply put, enemy combatants do not have U.S. 
constitutional rights. If they did, can you imagine 
the repercussions?” Bock said in his article. “Every 
American soldier would need a lawyer next to him 
on the battlefi eld. Marines could be sued for ‘pain 

and suffering’ infl icted on the enemy. Special 
Forces would have to read captured enemies their 
Miranda rights. War as we know it would resemble 
a ‘Law & Order’ episode.”

American Legion National 
Security Commission Chairman 
Clarence Hill, who also visited 
Guantanamo, agreed. “Those 
captured on the battlefi eld 
belong on a battlefi eld, not in a 
court room.”

Hill pointed out that the 
status of enemy combatants is 
reviewed. “They have their 
tribunals and their administra-
tive reviews – two separate 
hearings. Offi cials at Guanta-
namo are bending over back-
ward to make sure they get 
their days in court and that the 

hearings are impartial.”
Paul Morin, leading candidate for American 

Legion national commander, added that the treat-
ment of detainees at Guantanamo is better than 
what is provided at most state prisons. “What I saw 
down in Guantanamo was outstanding medical care, 
better than what is provided to many of our U.S. 
veterans,” he said. “The food was great. I wish the 
people living in the United States could eat as well.”

– John Raughter

Legion offi cials oppose civil trials for enemy combatants
[WAR AGAINST TERRORISM]

National Commander Thomas L. Bock, 
center, leading candidate Paul Morin, 
left, and National Security Commission 
Chairman Clarence Hill sample 
detainee food at Guantanamo.

[LEGIONNAIRES IN ACTION]

Legion Riders welcome home veterans
More than 50 motorcyclists from Mulvane, Kan., 

American Legion Riders Post 136 surprised Senior Airman 
Anthony Crone at his home last November. An informa-
tion manager with 22nd Services Squadron at McDonnell 
Air Force Base, Crone had just returned from a four-
month deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom, and the Riders had a 
special message for him. 

“They thanked me for what we did over there and what 
we do every day,” said Crone, describing the dozens of 
Riders who showed up to applaud him for his military 
service. 

Crone became the star of an impromptu Legion Riders’ 
“Welcome Home” photo session, in which Riders present-
ed him with an American Legion fl ag signed by members 
of the group. 

“Initially, I was shocked and confused,” Crone said. “I 
was probably a little defensive, too. It’s not everyday that 
50 motorcycles stop outside your door!”

Still, Crone was pleased the Riders paid him a visit. “It 
makes you proud to serve when you can come home to 
this kind of support,” he said.

MORE LEGION RIDER INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ONLINE

www.legion.org  –  Click on “American Legion Riders” 
Kansas American Legion Riders:  www.geocities.com/kansasriders1
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Own every type of dime, nickel 
and cent issued by the U.S. Mint
since 1908. Complete collection
includes:
• Barber & Mercury Silver Dimes
• Wartime Steel Cent & 

Wartime Silver Jefferson Nickel
• New Uncirculated 

Westward Journey Nickels 

NOW ON SALE! Regularly $29.95
Order by June 30, 2006 and 
SAVE $10 – only $19.95! You’ll 
also receive our fully illustrated
catalog, plus other fascinating
selections from our Free
Examination Coins-on-Approval
Service, from which you may
purchase any or none – return
balance in 15 days – with option 
to cancel at any time. 

Famous U.S. Coins
Spanning 90 Years17Get

FREE Gift!
128-page Ledger 
of U.S. Coins

Please send me America’s Pennies, Nickels & Dimes Set for only $19.95 (regularly $29.95)
with Free Shipping (limit 3). Plus, my FREE Ledger of U.S. Coins (one per customer, please).

Card No. Exp. Date_____/_____

❐YES!✓
Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, June 30, 2006

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City_______________________ State________ Zip __________________

Dept. 7AB400
1309 Mt. Eustis Road
Littleton NH 03561-3737

Special Offer for New Customers Only...

Please send coupon to:

©2006 LCC, Inc.

LittletonCoin.com/specials

Method of payment: ❏ Check or Money Order enclosed  
❏ VISA ❏ MasterCard ❏ American Express ❏ Discover Network

How Many (limit 3 sets): _________

Total Cost @ $19.95 per set: $________

Shipping & Handling: $________

Total Amount: $________

FREE!

45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 
Over 60 Years of Friendly Service to Collectors

Mercury Dime Roosevelt Dime

Liberty Head Nickel Buffalo Nickel 

Keelboat Nickel 

Wartime Silver
Jefferson Nickel

Classic Jefferson
Nickel

Peace Medal
Westward Journey

Nickel

Bison Nickel Ocean in View
Nickel

Last Westward
Journey Nickel 

Barber Dime 

Complete Penny, Nickel & Dime Set with Scarce Silver issues!

Indian Head Cent Lincoln Cent 
Wheat Ears Reverse

Lincoln Cent Reprocessed Steel
Lincoln Cent 

Lincoln Cent
Memorial Reverse

NEW! CORDLESS
ELECTRIC MOWER!

So, why MESS any
longer with a hard-to-start and
run gas-powered mower?

The NEUTON® is the CLEAN, QUIET, 
EASY WAY to mow your lawn!
• JUST GRASP THE HANDLEBAR AND

IT STARTS INSTANTLY!

• SO QUIET it won’t disturb neighbors!

• LIFT-OUT BATTERY costs 
pennies to recharge.

• HALF THE WEIGHT OF GAS 
MOWERS! Easy for anyone 
to operate!

• PERFECT FOR SMALL
LAWNS, camps, second
homes! Also ideal as
a trim mower on 
larger lawns!
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www.neutonmowers.com

Please mail this coupon TODAY for FREE DETAILS of
the NEUTON® Cordless Electric Mower, including
prices, specifications and FREE Shipping now in effect.

Name ___________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City __________________State ____ ZIP _____________

E-Mail ___________________________________________
NEUTON® Power Equipment, Dept. 53984X
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491

AML

1-800-709-0278

In January, Col. Adele E. 
Hodges became the fi rst 
female colonel to command 
Marine Corps 
Base Camp 
Lejeune.

Her previ-
ous duty 
station was 
in Stavanger, 
Norway, 
working at 
the Norwegian Joint National 
Headquarters installations. 
In 1991, she deployed with 
the Second Marine Division 
to Operation Desert Storm.

“My only aspiration when I 
fi rst joined the Corps was to 
be the best Marine I could be 
for four years,” Hodges said. 
“The thought of commanding 
Camp Lejeune ... was some-
thing I thought could never 
happen to me.”

[ACTIVE DUTY]

Marines add Special Ops force
For the fi rst time in its storied history, the U.S. Marine Corps is 

training and deploying its own Special Operations force. The Marines’ 
Special Operations Command (MARSOC) opened for 

business at Camp Lejeune, N.C., in late February. Gen. 
Dennis Hejlik serves as MARSOC’s fi rst commander.

Once fully operational, MARSOC will comprise 
2,600 Special Ops Marines. Some will specialize in 
training foreign troops; others will be paired with 
Marine Expeditionary Units at sea. Still others will 

stand at the ready at bases on either coast – North 
Carolina’s Camp Lejeune and California’s Camp Pendle-

ton. According to National Defense, the two battalions will draw 
heavily from the USMC’s “Force Recon” units.

To prevent any stratifi cation within the Corps, MARSOC Marines 
will be rotated back into regular Marine units after just three to fi ve 
years in Special Ops. When asked by Proceedings about the name of 
his new cadre of Marines, Hejlik’s response said it all: “Marines.” 

The Pentagon’s Special Operations Command has been around for 
20 years, with the Marines noticeably absent until the move. Most 
observers say the Marines were pushed into creating a Special Ops 
component by Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld – and by the 
unmistakable reality that the war on terror is a Special Ops war.

[ACTIVE DUTY]

Female colonel 
makes history
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Some people consider their reaction against 
military service to be a political statement or a 

statement about policy choices, not about comfort 
or safety. However, military service is not a 
referendum on political activity. “Should the 
country engage in this war?” is politics. “Shall I 
serve my country because it asks for its members 
to serve?” is patriotism.  

No country can have a military unless people 
who serve do so for the sake of the country, rather 
than measuring each action taken by the govern-
ment to see if they can approve of it or if it seems 
true “to me.” “Do I agree with the national strat-
egy?” or “Am I getting enough out of this?” are not 
the sort of questions that allow a military to be an 
arm of national action.  

These questions do not lend themselves to the 
continuity of democracy in any sphere. After all, 
we do not only pay taxes for programs we approve 
of, or stop paying taxes when the “other candi-
date” wins the election. We do not stop obeying 
the rule of law because there are laws passed by 
Congress or rulings by the Supreme Court we may 
disagree with.

The illogic of tying military service to individual 
political tastes (or likes and dislikes) breaks down 
when you consider the sweep of world events. If 
military service is political, what happens when 
we change presidents? Does one set of soldiers quit 
and another set take over? The legitimacy of the 
military does not rest on whether America is led 
by a “deserving” commander in chief. And our 
country cannot make foreign policy only by 
soliciting politically likeminded volunteers: “Who 
wants to do peacekeeping in Africa? Who’s up for 
hunting Islamist terrorists cave by cave in the 
Middle East? Anyone want security and stabiliza-
tion in East Asia? Anyone want to rescue hurricane 
victims in New Orleans?” 

The people who are most critical of our military 
on moral grounds could perhaps best effect change 
by calling on the children of the self-proclaimed 
“enlightened” to serve, rather than fi ghting to keep 
them out. For instance, one who is convinced that 
prisoner abuse is “systemic” in the military should 
seek to bring well-educated young people with a 

keen sense of indi-
vidual rights to 
volunteer in droves 
to be prison guards, their 
offi cers and the JAG attorneys who 
prosecute wrongdoers. One would think the ACLU 
would be doing everything it could to get military 
recruiters into places like Harvard Law School. 
And those who charge that the military has too 
many evangelicals should consider that perhaps it 
is because evangelicals promote the idea of mili-
tary service where others do not. 

The more critical someone is of the military or 
our actions using our military, the more they are 
bound – if they want to be taken seriously – to 
encourage broader military participation. It is, after 
all, our military, not someone else’s. And for those 
who wave the fl ag and support the troops but also 
consider their own family exempt from service 
because of the wealth of “better options” available 
to them – we suggest they take the magnetic yellow 
ribbon off their SUV and rethink their position.

Today, the number of congressmen and con-
gresswomen who are also veterans is about only 
one-third the fi gure it was a generation ago, in 
1969, and the percentage is falling fast. Only 
slightly more than 1 percent of members of Con-
gress have a child serving. 

This is not a Democrat-Republican issue. It is a 
class issue – small-town, religious and middle-
class Democrats are more likely to have someone 
in the military in their extended social group than 
wealthy Republicans living in big cities. 

Why don’t the elites serve? Most probably they 
never even consider it. If asked, some in the 
opinion-making classes might come up with a 
political reason. However, before Clinton or Bush 
were elected, before 9/11 and before the war in 
Afghanistan, the second Iraq war and the war on 
terror, and before gays in the military became an 
issue in reaction to the “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy, the elites weren’t volunteering, let alone 
encouraging their children to serve. The “reasons” 
may change, but one thing remains constant: the 
expectation that military service is for the “other” 
and never for the most privileged.

[EXCERPT]

How the privileged see the military
From “AWOL: The Unexcused Absence Of America’s Upper Classes From Military 
Service – And How It Hurts Our Country” (HarperCollins, May 2006), by Kathryn Roth 
Douquet and Frank Schaeffer. Roth-Douquet served in President Clinton’s White 
House and Department of Defense. Her husband is a career military offi cer who has 
served twice in Iraq. Frank Schaeffer is the father of a former Marine and the 
author of four books about the military, including his new novel “Baby Jack.”
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Obtain DD 214 online

The National Personnel Records 
Center (NPRC) is making it easier 
for veterans with computers and 
Internet access to obtain copies 
of their military documents. 
Military veterans and the next of 
kin of deceased former military 
members may now use a new 
online military personnel records 
system to request documents, 
including DD-214s. 

Such access is particularly helpful 
when a veteran needs a copy for 
employment purposes. Other 
individuals needing documents 
must still complete the Standard 
Form 180, which can be down-
loaded online. Because request-
ers must supply all information 
essential for NPRC to process the 
request, delays that occur when 
NPRC has to ask veterans for 
additional information will be 
minimized. The new Web-based 
application is designed to provide 
better service by eliminating 
mailroom processing time.  

www.archives.gov/veterans/
evetrecs/index.html

[MILITARY RECORDS]

[MEMBER BENEFITS]

Summer hotel savings
for Legion Members

Members of the American Legion 
can save 10 percent off the “best 
available rate” at thousands of 
participating hotels throughout the 
United States and Canada this summer. 

To redeem the offer, call the hotel phone 
number and give the discount code ID 20204
at the time of reservation.

AmeriHost Inn® (800) 996-2087 Ramada® (800) 462-8035

Days Inn® (800) 268-2195 Super 8® (800) 889-9706

Howard Johnson® (800) 769-0939 Travelodge® (800) 545-5545

Knights Inn® (800) 682-1071 Wingate® (877) 202-8814

Members also may sign up for TripRewards®, Cendant’s frequent traveler 
program, to earn points redeemable for free nights, car rentals, airline miles 
and more. More information is available online. www.triprewards.com

Advanced reservations are required. This offer is subject to availability at 
participating locations, and some blackout dates may apply. The discount is 
10 percent off the best available rate and cannot be combined with any other 
discounts, offers or special promotions. Discounts vary by location and time 
of year. This offer is void where prohibited by law and has no cash value. 
“Best Available Rate” is defi ned as the lowest rate publicly available to 
consumers on the Internet.

Creatas

Walk-In 

Bath Tubs 

from Premier

Getting older shouldn’t get in the way of 
enjoying your bathroom. Premier’s extensive 
range of Walk-in Tubs have helped improve the lives of 

thousands of people. Low entry, built 
in seat and temperature control are 
some of the benefits our tubs offer. 
Call or send for a FREE brochure.

“A relaxing bath is 
something we all 
have a right to.”

1-800-578-2899

Ed McMahon

Please send me a FREE color brochure featuring the Premier range of walk-in tubs

Name

Telephone

Address

City

State  Zip

Premier Bathrooms Inc, 2330 S. Nova Rd, S. Daytona, Florida 32119

YES! Please send me full free details of the Self-Propelled
DR® TRIMMER/MOWER™ plus other models, factory-
direct prices, and FREE Shipping now in effect.

Name_____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City ___________________ State _______ Zip ____________

Email _____________________________________________
DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 53983X
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT  05491
www.DRtrimmers.com

AML

©
 2

00
6 

C
H

P,
 In

c.

NEW SELF-PROPELLED
DR® TRIMMER/MOWER™

Power up hills...over bumpy ground...
and through waist-high weeds!

All Models Feature...
POWERFUL ENGINES, for
cutting weeds that would stall any
hand-held trimmer.

DURABLE CUTTING CORDS
that hold up against fences, rocks,
foundations, etc. 

LIFETIME-WARRANTY
on the lightweight aluminum
mainframe.

PLUS the new Self-
Propelled model has
POWERED WHEELS —
so it’s even
tougher on
unruly property
and easier 
on you! Call TOLL-FREE:

1-800-709-0278
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comrades

AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES
4th Ftr Interceptor Wing Assn (Korea), 
San Antonio, 10/4-7, John Drucker, (732) 
933-1030; 6th Bomb Wing (1940-1966), 
Roswell, NM, 9/22-23, Bobby Pike, (479) 452-
7191, bbpik@aol.com; 8th Photo Recon 
35th Flt Grp (Johnson AFB, 1946-1949), 
North Platte, NE, 9/28-9/30, Ray Ness, (308) 
284-4235; 9th AF Assn, Dayton, OH, 8/23-
26, David J. Miller, (520) 322-6226, admin@ 
b-26mhs.org; 10th Sec Police Assn, 
Branson, MO, 8/25-27, Wayne Guidry, (985) 
727-3587, guidry_w@bellsouth.net; 11th 
Air Refueling Sqdn Alumni Assn, Abilene, 
TX, 9/21-24, Hollis C. Anglin, (302) 454-1560, 
hcanglin@earthlink.net; 21st/6461st TCS 
“Kyushu Gypsies” (Korea), San Antonio, 
10/18-22, Dana Mansur, (908) 782-1657, 
kgypsy@patmedia.net; 43rd Bomb Grp (H), 
63rd, 64th, 65th & 403rd Sqdns, Branson, 
MO, 8/23-28, Victoria Anderson, (800) 
877-8687

47th Bomb Grp (L) (North Africa, Italy 
& Southern France, WWII), Washington, 
8/25-28, T. Ykema, (480) 831-1354, tykema@
cox.net; 48th FS, FIS & FTS, Dayton, 
OH, 9/20-24, Joe Onesty, (562) 431-2901, 
jonesty2@adelphia.net; 56th Amph Tank 
& Tractor Bn (1949-1955), Garrettsville, 
OH, Blaine Chalker, (440) 548-5647; 61st Ftr 
Sqdn (Newfoundland, 1950s), Branson, 
MO, Charles Christianson, (763) 295-2861, 
cncask4it@tds.net; 75th Air Depot Wing 
(Korea, Japan & Europe, 1950-1955), 
Springfield, IL, 9/7-10, Walter A. Walko, 
(719) 488-1106, wawlaw2@juno.com; 79th 
Ftr Bomb Sqdn (Woodbridge, England, 
1952-1955), Columbia, SC, 9/21-24, Ray 
C. Gautreaux, (225) 357-8198, rayg173@
etigers.net; 87th Airdrome Sqdn, 7th 
& 20th AAF (Kwajalein & Guam), San 
Antonio, 10/14-16, Ray Rogers, (419) 734-
4702, raydor@nwonline.net

99th Bomb Grp, Las Vegas, 9/24-28, 
Henry Fouts, (702) 320-9784, hsfouts@cox.
net; 191st Cbt Support Sqdn/RMS “Six 
Pack Gang,” Dayton, OH, 9/17-20, Don 
Hengesh, (231) 439-0987, donhengesh@aol.
com; 315th Bomb Wing Airmen, Guam, 
9/13-19, Bev Green, (217) 893-3197; 315th 
Bomb Wing Assn (VH), Tucson, AZ, 11/1-5, 
Bev Green, (217) 893-3197; 320th Bomb 
Grp (B-26) 12th AF (WWII), Nashville, TN, 
9/1-3, Alex Brast, (941) 639-8616, adbrast@
earthlink.net; 376th Bomb Grp (H) (North 
Africa & Italy, 1942-1945), Wichita, KS, 
9/5-10, Charles Andrews, (920) 921-0696, 
candrews@milwpc.com; 390th Bomb 
Grp (H) 8th AF (Stn 153, Framlingham, 
England, WWII), Louisville, KY, 9/26-30, Ken 

Rowland, (509) 467-2565, rkenrow@msn.
com; 435th Aerial Port Sqdn, Branson, 
MO, 11/9-12, Fred Norton, (618) 355-0632, 
derfnorton@aol.com; 463rd Airlifters 
Assn, Branson, MO, 8/17-20, Gerald Haines, 
(937) 325-9306,gerald.haines@sbcglobal.
net; 483rd Bomb Grp (H), Arlington, VA, 
9/3-10, George Stovall, (541) 758-0009, 
gstovall@peak.org; 491st Bomb Grp, 
Denver, 10/11-15, Chris Dracopoulos, (781) 
324-1100, chrisdracopoulos@aol.com; 
504th Bomb Grp 313th Wing, St. Louis, 
9/13-17, Tom Schoolcraft, (830) 303-5732, 
pecanderos@aol.com; 553rd FA Bn, 18th 
Arty (Darmstadt, Germany, 1956-1959), 
Frankenmuth, MI, 9/5-8, Carroll Dewees, 
(337) 474-8054, fdewees@prodigy.net; 
600th & 601st Photo Flts (SE Asia, 
Vietnam), San Antonio, 9/27-30, Ron 
Marshall, (505) 254-7984, rronmarshall@
aol.com

610th, 618th & 850th AC&W Sqdn, 
527th AC&W Grp, 43rd Air Div (Itazuke, 
Japan), Pigeon Forge, TN, 9/25-28, John 
Rosso, (661) 832-6036, jjross@atg1.com; 
1094th Spec Reporting Sqdn, San 
Antonio, 11/6-8, Calvin H. Adkins, (979) 
828-5868, metal130@txcyber.com; 7232nd 
Munitions Maint Grp Det 1000 (Volkel, 
Netherlands), Little Rock, AR, 9/7-9, John 
Humm, (505) 437-3897, det10bobjoyce37@
aol.com; B-26 “Martin Marauders” 
(WWII), Dayton, OH, 8/23-26, David J. Miller, 
(520) 322-6226, admin@b-26mhs.org; B-57 
Bummers Assn, Detroit, 9/28-10/1, J. M. 
DeCillo, getdanet1@yahoo.com 

Det 0900 (Lahr, Germany), Las Vegas, 
10/16-19, Joe Kerr, (813) 996-5633, bojo-
care@earthlink.net; Johnson AB (Japan), 
Branson, MO, 10/5-8, Keith Swinehart, (303) 
814-0800, hmet@comcast.net; McCook 
Army Air Field (WWII), McCook, NE, 9/22-
24, Dale Cotton, (308) 345-6097; Pilot Class 
56-V, Eureka Springs, AR, 10/13-15, George 
Partridge, (334) 365-8368, gpartridge56v@
knology.net

Sampson AFB Vets Fellowship (NY), 
Dover, DE, 9/25-29, Walt Steesy, (607) 
532-4204, samafbvet@aol.com; Shepherds 
Grove, England (1950s), Savannah, GA, 
9/19-21, William Miller, (740) 886-6393, 
wmiller35@hotmail.com; Westover AFB 
Spec Projects Production Facility, 8th 
Recon Tech Sqdn, 7499th Support Grp 
& 497th Recon Tech Grp, Myrtle Beach, 
SC, 10/23-27, Lee Colville, (860) 354-3841, 
lmcolville@msn.com; Women in the AF 
(WAF) Assn, Branson, MO, 10/11-16, Jacque 
Walker, (704) 487-8121

ARMY
1st Ord MM Co (All Eras), Warner Robbins, 
GA, 10/12-14, Bobby Lam, (912) 836-5313; 
3rd Armd Div, Nashville, TN, 7/19-22, Daniel 
O’Leary, (732) 816-6149, olearydan531@aol.
com; 3rd Bn 71st Air Def Arty, Branson, 
MO, 10/21-24, Howard Webb, (749) 648-
2959, lajpywebb@cox.net; 3rd Sqdn 17th 
Air Cav Rgt, St. Louis, 9/1-4, Nathan Holley, 
(256) 547-0984, nholley317@aol.com; 
6th Bn 27th Arty (Vietnam), Las Vegas, 
9/13-14, Arvin Battersby, (309) 594-2482, 
batts1@earthlink.net; 6th Inf Div (All 
Units), St. Louis, 9/20-24, Russ McLogan, 
(517) 437-2768, terruspress@dmci.net; 
28th Div 112th Inf Rgt Assn, Indianapolis, 
9/7-9, Frank Small, (765) 436-2417, fnvjs@
frontiernet.net; 32nd Inf Rgt, Nashville, 
TN, 10/4-8, Robert Brewer, (352) 666-4420; 
40th Inf Div 160th Rgt A Co (Japan & 
Korea, 1950-1954), Branson, MO, 9/18-20, 
Roger Lueckenhoff, (573) 364-4145, lueck@
fidnet.com; 44th Inf Div (IL Nat’l Guard, 
1946-1954), Peoria, IL, 10/13-15, Howard 
Ferrill, (817) 579-1608, hmf12@juno.com

54th Eng Co (Aug 1967-Mar 1972), Beck-
ley, WV, 9/14-17, Forney Shewsbury, (304) 
664-9207, shrewsbury4@msn.com; 77th 
Armor “Steel Tigers” (All Eras), El Paso, 
TX, 10/11-15, Tom Miller, (703) 476-1798, 
hq66tom@schach.org; 115th Med Bn 
40th Inf Div, San Antonio, 11/5-10, Frank 
Targac, (361) 594-3864, mtargac@msn.com; 
188th Para/Glider Inf Rgt, 11th Abn Div, 
Fort Bragg, NC, 9/7-9, Spencer Gay, (910) 
488-0084, Bert Kurland, (252) 728-6482; 
259th FA Bn, Cleveland, OH, 9/7-9, Earle 
E. Schwark, (440) 884-4323; 276th Cbt 
Eng, Muskogee, OK, 9/28-29, Lee Sharp, 
(918) 854-3082; 280th Eng Cbt Bn, St. 
Louis, 9/14-17, Marlin Kreighbaum, (309) 
692-9410, mkreigh235@aol.com; 281st Avn 
Co (Vietnam, 1965-1970), St. Louis, 8/2-6, 
Jack Mayhew, (410) 451-4087, intruder06@
comcast.net

300th Armd FA Bn (Korea), Cheyenne, 
WY, 9/7-10, Bill Day, (307) 856-6546, wday@
wyoming.com; 313th Inf Rgt 79th Div 
(WWII), Baltimore, 9/13-17, Bob Watrol, (419) 
666-9041, blmw7@aol.com; 321st Sig Bn 
Corps, Cedar Rapids, IA, 9/27-30, Kenneth 
D. Rosenbalm, (319) 454-6407; 326th ASA 
(Korea & Japan, 1952-1956), Pigeon Forge, 
TN, 9/17-20, Clyde B. Webb, (423) 745-0013, 
clydejo@tds.net; 369th Eng Amph Support 
Rgt (All Cos, 1950-1953), Port Angeles, 
WA, 9/22-24, John Singhose, (360) 457-5944; 
407th Cbt Eng Bn, Cedar Rapids, IA, 9/22-
24, Ed Van Dee, (319) 377-8781, cat0746@
mchsi.com; 428th MP Escort Guard 

How to Submit a Reunion
The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter-

ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge.

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group’s listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely 
publication.

Other Notices
“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch with people from your 

unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, 

telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge.

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include 
a member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be 
submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-
addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be approved by the Legion’s 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice.

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID number in your 
response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 
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Co, Atlanta, 9/29-30, J.W. Burson, (770) 
786-2219, jwandruthburs@aol.com; 435th 
AA 473rd Inf Rgt Assn – 434th AA, 435th 
AA, 532nd AA, 900th AA & 473rd Inf Rgt 
(WWII), Albuquerque, NM, 9/1-4, LeRoy 
D. Good, (765) 659-1256; 515th Trans Co 
(Vietnam, 1967-1968), Broken Arrow, OK, 
10/6-8, Don Baccus, (918) 451-6356; 550th 
AAA (WWII), Westfield, NY, 9/8-9, Vince 
Calarco, (716) 326-2320; 594th Eng Boat & 
Shore Rgt, Louisville, KY, 9/21-24, Douglas 
Russell, (978) 582-9968, ams-doug@yahoo.
com; 602nd Eng Cbt Bn, Octonto, WI, 8/5, 
Darwin Ferris, (920) 834-5066, debbyk@
bayland.net; 605th Tank Dest Bn, Findlay, 
OH, 9/2-4, Lawrence N. Montgomery, 
(269) 685-8729; 630th (LE) Eng, Branson, 
MO, 9/21-24, Cecil Brown, (731) 415-6460, 
brownlinda13@aol.com; 698th AA Bn (All 
Btrys), Nashville, TN, 10/12-15, Kenneth 
Elkins, (251) 633-7616; 709th MP Bn, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 11/3-5, Curt Cree, (715) 458-
4571, 709thmp@hotmail.com; 757th Bn 
(All Cos), Salt Lake City, 7/26-30, Fredolin J. 
Rotter, (573) 883-3604; 836th Eng Avn Bn, 
Grand Rapids, MI, 9/15-17, Al Sickrey, (616) 
538-1545

999th AFA Bn “Never Die” (1950-1955), 
Romulus, MI, 9/15-16, Bernie Jones, (734) 
654-6915; B Co 503rd MP Bn (1943-1945), 
Mystic, CT, 9/17-20, Peter P. Joseph, (207) 
872-2225; George Co 200th Rgt 8th Inf 
Div, Naperville, IL, 9/21-24, James Maloney, 
(815) 725-1973, jimmal3165@yahoo.com;    
C Co 1/35th Armor 4th Armd Div (Erlang-
en, Germany, 1960-1964), Gary White, 
(406) 388-6705, giw62@bresnan.net; Sec 
Agency 114th Sig Serv Co 331st Comm 
Recon Co, Baltimore, 10/6-8, Len Bittner, 
(724) 778-9873, lbittner@joimail.com; 
Sig Serv & ASA (Okinawa Personnel, 
1945-1970), Harrisburg, PA, 9/28-10/1, Paul 
Watson, (978) 465-7473, w562236@aol.com

COAST GUARD
Coos Bay AVP 25/WAVP 376, St. Louis, 
9/13-17, Tom Przyzycki, (314) 352-2243, 
tprzyzyc@charter.net; Dickman APA 13, 
Wildwood, NJ, 10/9-13, B. Grossman, (301) 
762-3000

JOINT
Berlin Airlift Vets Assn, Albuquerque, NM, 
10/2-5, Lewis D. Whipple, (318) 965-9860, 
ldalewhip@aol.com; Hahn AB, Lyons, CO, 
9/28-10/1, Art Brunig, (303) 238-9574; Joyce 
DE/DER 317, San Antonio, 11/1-5, George 
Coulston, (203) 239-1738, coulgeo33@
sbcglobal.net; Korean War Ex-POW Assn, 
Nashville, TN, 7/23-30, Jack Chapman, (505) 
523-2298, fjchap@aol.com; Leopold DE 
319, San Antonio, 11/1-5, George Coulston, 
(203) 239-1738, coulgeo33@sbcglobal.net; 
LST 70, Evansville, IN, 9/6-9, Jim Nelson, 
(651) 455-0230, lstjimdonna@juno.com; 
Nuclear Energy Assn, San Mateo, CA, 
9/27-10/1, John VanNorman, (916) 408-0713, 
wsribbit90@yahoo.com

MARINES
2/3 Vietnam Vets Assn, Jackson Hole, WY, 
8/23-27, Alan Walker, (309) 654-9994, 
alanwalker777@aol.com; 2nd Airdrome, 
17th AAA Bn (1942-1945), Tulsa, OK, 
10/12-15, Don Sharp, (918) 437-5346, 
dvsharp_sifi@hotmail.com; 5th, 11th 
& 14th Def Bns, Florence, KY, 9/28-
30, Jimmie J. Remley, (540) 380-3193,             
jimbetrem2@adelphia.net; America CVA 66 
Mar Det, Gaithersburg, MD, 8/11-13, Leslie 
Holzmann, (908) 231-0321, yoboz.jr@att.
net; Cbt Heli Assn, Fort Worth, TX, 8/10-13, 
Robert R. Shantry, (781) 337-3239; Force 
Log Cmd, Force Log Support Grp Alpha/
Bravo (All Sub Units), Philadelphia, 8/3-6, 

Bruce Baker, (609) 693-3165, flsg_phila06@
comcast.net; Golf Co 2/7th Mar (Viet-
nam), St. Louis, 8-3-6, Travis Skaggs, (775) 
887-5652, tskaggs6@yahoo.com; Missouri 
(All Years), Norfolk, VA, 10/9-13, Ralph 
Carrop, (757) 460-0858, cargypsy@verizon.
net; Old Antarctic Explorers Assn (OAEA), 
Warwick, RI, 8/17-19, Marty Diller, (207) 729-
0197, mgdiller@blazenetme.net; Panama 
Mar, Branson, MO, 10/3-5, Chuck Milligan, 
(704) 847-9314, fireriter@aol.com; VMD-154 
Photo Sqdn (WWII), Austin, TX, 10/5-8, 
Raymond Whitehead, (760) 729-4514

NAVY
57th Seabees (WWII), Greenville, SC, 
10/25-27, Robert Martin, (970) 356-1054, 
hicountryinsuran@qwest.net; 107th Sea-
bees, Fredericksburg, TX, 9/14-17, Frank 
Kullmann, (201) 825-9465; ACORN-52, 
Grand Rapids, MI, 10/9-13, Ralph Snyder, 
(217) 698-9122; AE Sailors Assn – Akutan 
AE 13, Arctic AOE 8, Butte AE 27, 
Camden AOE 2, Chara AE 31, Detroit AOE 
4, Diamondhead AE 19, Firedrake AE 14, 
Flint AE 32, Great Sitkin AE 17, Haeakala 
AE 25, Kilauea AE 26, Kitmal AE 16, 
Lassen AE 3, Mauna Kea AE 22, Mauna 
Loa AE 8, Mazama AE 9, Mount Baker 
AE 4/34, Mount Hood, AE 11/29, Mount 
Kiska AE 35, Nitro AE 2/23, Paricutin 
AE 18, Pyro AE 1/24, Rainier AE5/AOE 7, 
Sacramento AOE 1, Sangay AE 10, Santa 
Barbara AE 28, Seattle AOE 3, Shasta 
AE 6/33, Supply AOE 6, Suribachi AE 21,  
Vesuvius AE 15, Virgo AE 30, Wrangell 
AE 12, San Diego, 10/4-8, Jerry King, (626) 
339-9793, dd694@aldelphia.net

Alchiba AKA 6/23, Dayton, OH, 9/10-13, 
Bob Litten, (828) 524-8053; Almaack AK 
27/AKA 10, Atlanta, 9/8-12, William F. 
Heyn, (201) 342-7614, rjh5f2w@verizon.net; 
Badoeng Strait CVE 116 Assn, Las Vegas, 
9/24-27, Henry Trotter, (210) 658-3447, 
hctrotter@yahoo.com; Bainbridge DD 246, 
Charleston, SC, 9/17-20, Carole Aldridge, 
(813) 671-3094, ngtingale@netzero.com; 
Balch DD 363, Branson, MO, 10/1-7, John W. 
Louden, (402) 496-5316, jklouden@hotmail.
com; Bannock ATF 81, Wheeling, WV, 10/5-
7, Joe Gompers, (304) 242-5694, pgomp@
aol.com; Beale DD/DDE 471, Newport 
News, VA, 8/4-6, Roger D. Gillingham, (800) 
793-7612, soinbook@dmrtc.net; Bellatrix 
AKA 3, Odessa, TX, 10/4-8, Neel Wright, 
(432) 366-3806, hazel-wright@sbcglobal.net

Belleau Wood CVL 24, St. Louis, 9/21-
25, Dick Fread, (727) 848-5409; Benner 
DD/DDR 807, Las Vegas, 9/20-24, Ray 
Boone, (623) 388-2255, bknshank@juno.
com; Burleson APA 67, Branson, MO, 9/27-
29, John R. Grzywa, (630) 584-6726; Bradley 
DE/FF 1041, Charleston, SC, 11/9-12, 
Bruce Gottsch, (845) 634-3993, bgottsch@
optonline.net; Cabot CVL 28, Niagara Falls, 
NY, 9/20-24, Ronald Davis, (860) 536-1835, 
cvl28@hotmail.com; Caron DD 970, 
Norfolk, VA, 7/20-23, Donald Pennington, 
(217) 463-1337, cubsnut_1@yahoo.com; 
Charles J. Badger DD 657, Buffalo, NY, 
9/13-15, Don Guilfoil, (631) 269-9001, 
dg776369; Chase DE 158/APD 54, Salem, 
NH, 9/25-28, Henry Sanders, (603) 893-0451; 
Chilton APA 38, Atlantic City, NJ, 10/22-25, 
William Shields, (215) 330-1802, jdubois42@
msn.com

Clarence K. Bronson DD 668, Branson, 
MO, 10/2-5, Ken Sullivan, (941) 795-3813; 
Cleveland LPD 7, Reno, NV, 9/28-10/1, Lee 
Hursey, (316) 942-9305, boatswain5@msn.
com; Columbus Vets Assn, Washington, 
9/27-30, Allen R. Hope, (260) 486-2221, 
hope4391@comcast.net; Collingsworth 
APA 146 (WWII), St. Louis, 10/3-8, Mark 
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comrades
Schaitel, (608) 269-7266; Cmdr Air Support 
Cont Units (WWII), Philadelphia, 9/8-11, 
Guy Downer, (847) 715-9236, guydowner@
sbcglobal.net; Commodore Sullivan’s 
Navy – Gypsy ARS(D) 1, Mender ARS(D) 
2, Salvager ARS(D) 3, Windlass ARS(D) 4, 
Dubuque, IA, 9/28-10/1, Bob McArdle, (563) 
872-5436, hullboard1@iowatelecom.net; 
Constellation CVA/CV 64, Myrtle Beach, 
SC, 10/24-29, Ron DeSpain, (520) 586-8607, 
connydespain4754@msn.com; CORTRON 
3 Ships (Cort Div 31, 32 & 33) –  Alvin C. 
Cockrell DE 366, Bauer DE 1025, Bridget 
CE 1024, Custer APA 40 (WWII), Branson, 
MO, 9/14-17, Dick Shaw, (407) 862-2903, 
djshaw1114@aol.com; Bronstein DE 1027, 
Charles Berry DE 1035, Currier DE 700, 
Darby DE 218, Douglas A. Munroe DE 
422, Evans DE 1023, Finch DER 328, 
Formoe DE 109, George DE 697, Hooper 
DE 1026, Koiner DER 331, Leray Wilson 
DE 414, Lewis DE 535, Lowe DER 325, 
Marsh DE 699, McMorris DE 1036, 
Spangler DE 696, Ulvert M. Moore DE 
442, Vammen DE 644, Weeden DE 799, 
Wiseman DE 667, Baton Rouge, LA, 11/8-
12, Jack Price, (757) 255-0505, jmpsatd@
earthlink.net

Des Moines CA 134 Assn, Mercer, PA, 
8/4-6, Jim Aker, jeaker@fuse.net; Deuel 
APA 160, Tucson, AZ, 9/26-29, Jim Harasha, 
(520) 744-1127, ijharasha@msn.com; Diodon 
SS 349 (All Crews, 1945-1972), Little Rock, 
AR, 9/3-10, Don Messner, (218) 885-3889, 
ss349@mchsi.com; Elokomin AO 55, 
Buffalo, NY, 10/5-7, Robert F. O’Sullivan 
Jr., (617) 288-3755, theeloman@aol.com; 
Emmons DD 457/DMS 22, Valley Forge, 
PA, 10/19-22, Ed Hoffman, (610) 261-3890, 
ussemmons@yahoo.com; Enterprise 
CVAN/CVN 65, Cruise, Port Canaveral, 
FL, 9/18-22, Chas Folcik, (386) 677-1053, 
willyfudd@msn.com; Ernest G. Small 
DD/DDR 838, Portland, OR, 9/21-24, Ron 
Palinkas, (909) 465-1460, ronpalinkas@aol.
com; FASRON-118 (Okinawa & Guam), 
Minneapolis, 9/7-10, Dale VanderLinden, 
(763) 972-6726, timberdan1@msn.com

 Fechteler DD/DDR 870, Norfolk, VA, 
7/30-8/3, Robert Webb, (361) 992-0954, 
spiderwebb5813@yahoo.com; Feland APA 
11 (WWII), Hot Springs, SD, 9/14-16, Floyd 
R. Mills, (605) 673-3366; Finch, Laughlin, 
NV, 9/20-24, Earl Greiner, earl@greiner.
com; Flint CL 97, Grand Forks, ND, 9/14-17, 
George Stai, (320) 269-8403; Forrestal 
CVA/CV/AVT 59 Assn, Baltimore, 8/29-9/3, 
Jim Stewart, (215) 943-7626, forrestal-
cva59@juno.com; Frazier DD 607 Assn 
(1942-1946), St. Louis, 9/14-17, Erny Lahti, 
(561) 964-2578, blackoiler@bellsouth.net; 
Frederick Funston APA 89, Tucson, AZ, 
10/22-25, Walter Schwarting, (262) 367-
0055, saltyv10@aol.com; Garrard APA 84, 
Lexington, KY, 9/21-24, Lavern Wimer, (402) 
765-7206, wlwimer@alltel.net; Gherardi 
DD 637/DMS 30, Charleston, SC, 9/13-16, 
Eugene F. Phillips, (860) 875-2369, 
genebettyp@aol.com

George E. Davis DE 357, St. Louis, 
10/5-8, Rod Hoffmaster, (610) 926-4590, 
ussgeorgeedavis@yahoo.com; Griggs APA 
110, St. Louis, 9/10-13, Charles Forshee, 
(336) 357-6476, ctforshee@lexcominc.net; 
Grundy APA 11, St. Louis, 9/10-13, Charles 
Forshee, (336) 357-6476, ctforshee@
lexcominc.net; Guardfish SSN 612, San 
Diego, 10/10-14, R.E. Armstrong, (510) 
521-5781, uss_guardfish@earthlink.net; 
Haggard DD 555, St. Louis, 9/21-24, Ray 
Ruzicka, (636) 225-1907, rayginny@swbell.
net; Hamil AD 20, St. Louis, 9/13-16, 
George Conrad, (760) 329-4193, geolil@
verizon.net; Hansford APA 106, Reno, NV, 
10/4-8, Richard C. Haw, (563) 578-5137; 

Hermitage AP 54/P 54, Myrtle Beach, SC, 
10/2-4, Robert E. Kames, (603) 362-5210, 
normakames@aol.com; Hoggatt Bay CVE 
75 Sqds VC-14, VC-88, VC-99 & CCD-23, 
Ginny Canady, (915) 787-8666, 
ginnycanady@juno.com; Holton DE 703, 
Tucson, AZ, 10/16-19, Tom Lewis, (520) 762-
0065; Honolulu CL 48/SSN 718, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 9/6-10, Ralph Tannenbaum, 
(801) 233-0434, tanral@camcast.net; 
Houston CA 30/CL 81, Jacksonville, FL, 
9/13-17, Leith Coates, (904) 285-8111, 
coates122@msn.com; J. Franklin Bell APA 
16, San Diego, 10/4-7, Doug Wells, (925) 
934-6005, dgwjr@infionline.net; Jaccard 
DE 355, Albany, NY, 9/17-20, Al Gregg, 
(717) 266-5454, algregg@olg.com; James 
C. Owens  DD 776, Branson, MO, 9/13-16, 
Keith Nelson, (719) 635-7667, wnelson@att.
net; James O’Hara APA 90, Myrtle Beach, 
SC, 10/17, Arthur D. Beasley, (804) 526-1203, 
joscat20@aol.com; John R. Pierce DD 753, 
Excelsior Springs, MO, 9/17-20, Eugene 
R. Slavin, (518) 793-2358, slavingp@aol.
com; John S. McCain DL 3/DDG 36, Baton 
Rouge, LA, 10/5-8, Curtis Hanson, (503) 
698-6558, curthansonsag@cs.com

Juneau Assn, Buffalo, NY, 9/6-10, Ed Cox, 
(843) 537-5848, edwincox@bellsouth.net; 
Kankakee AO 39, Jeffersonville, IN, 9/21-25, 
Roy Stewart, (228) 864-3010, ussao39@
aol.com; Kearsarge (Feb 1964-Aug 1967), 
Malissa Wickersham, (671) 472-1778, 
twickmwick@hotmail.com; Klondike 
AD/AR 22, San Diego, 9/22-25, Bill Swope, 
(816) 233-8494, usn64@hotmail.com; Leary 
DD/DDR 879, Branson, MO, 9/13-17, Dick 
Englander, (941) 341-0770, crelibra1@att.
net; LST 610, Evansville, IN, 9/24-27, Emeric 
Bosak, (717) 236-6102; LST 713, Seymour, 
IN, 8/12-13, Willard M. Casey, (812) 522-
6641 Luzon ARG 2, Burlington, MA, Jack 
Wise, (610) 670-9625, wise1126@aol.com; 
Mansfield DD 728, San Diego, 10/18-22, 
Jim Tabor, (951) 780-3104, jet_728@yahoo.
com; Massey DD 778, Branson, MO, 9/24-
28, Phil Smith, (570) 788-3305, smitty778@
epix.net

Maurice J. Manuel DE 351, Nashville, 
TN, 9/20-22, Bruce Leonard, (724) 438-
3136, dollyk@zoominternet.net; MCB-3, 
Irving, TX, 9/15-17, Phil Weatherwax, (626) 
969-1841, pweatherwax@earthlink.net; 
Medregal SS 480, North Charleston, SC, 
10/29-11/2, Terry Trump, (843) 873-9563, 
terminole@hotmail.cfom; Melvin DD 
680, Charleston, SC, 10/26-29, Greg 
Hallahan, (631) 661-6030, tincangreg@
aol.com; Mississippi EAG 128, Nashville, 
TN, 10/5-8, Jake Jacobs, (805) 384-9153, 
eag128reunion@yahoo.com; Missouri 
BB 63 Assn, Portland, ME, 8/30-9/5, Jack 
Stempick, (203) 281-4693, jackrayeg4@aol.
com; Mitscher DL 2/DDG 35, Baton Rouge, 
LA, 10/5-8, Bob Lange, (410) 768-0751, 
mitscherdl2@cablespeed.com; Monterey 
CVL 26, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/20-24, Ronald 
Davis, (860) 536-1835, cvl28@hotmail.com

Mount Olympus, Cocoa Beach, FL, 9/17-20, 
Joan Coratti, (386) 788-6451; Mountrail 
APA 213, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/28-10/1, Don 
DiCoio, (973) 696-3725, d-dicoio@webtv.
net; Nav Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
Chattanooga, TN, 10/22-25, Stanley Hunt, 
(419) 882-1723; Neches AO 47, Baltimore, 
8/24-27, Ed Anderson, (425) 821-9456, 
trains8133@msn.com; Net Tender, Reno, 
NV, 10/3-5, Ed Pinson, (208) 362-2659, 
epinson@spro.net; New Mexico BB 40, St. 
Louis, 9/28-10/1, Vernon G. Dascher, (636) 
949-9413; Nicholas DD/DDE 449/FFG 47, 
Mesa, AZ, 8/31-9/5, Ken Clouston, (805) 
238-7991, kcloust@tcsn.net; Norfolk DL 
1, Baton Rouge, LA, 10/5-8, Ed Jehlik, (701) 
298-0659, bigedjh@hotmail.com; ODIN 

Grp – VF-11F, VP-54, VP-51, VB-101, 
PATSU 1-2 & CASU-F 56, Salina, KS, 
9/14-17, Art Adams, (785) 827-8878; Pamina 
AKA 34, Washington, 8/22-26, Robert S. 
Gregorowicz, (231) 546-2077; Panamint 
AGC 13, Arlington, VA, 9/14-18, Fred Earl, 
fourearls@frontiernet.net; Photo Sqdn 
Assn (1942-1982) – FAPS-1/VD-1, 2, 3, 4 
& 5/ VPP-1 & 2, VP-61 & 62/VC-61/VJ-61 
& 62/VAP-61 & 62/VCP-61 & 63/VFP-61, 
62 & 63, Washington, 10/12-15, Edmund G. 
Darrow, (505) 858-3078, egdarrow@myway.
com; Porterfield DD 682, Branson, MO, 
10/1-7, John W. Louden, (402) 496-5316, 
jklouden@hotmail.com; Prince William 
CVE 31, Dedham, MA, 10/14-18, Mark 
Rogers, (781) 326-5742, sro438@aol.com; 
Princeton, Portland, OR, 8/26-29, Roger 
McMullin, (503) 659-8022, mdiv60to64@
ussprinceton.com; Puget Sound, Washing-
ton, 10/5-8, John C. Seymour, (901) 853-
1450, rebels45@yahoo.com; Quincy CA 71 
(WWII), Nashville, TN, 9/21-24, Al Levesque, 
(401) 728-3063, ussquincyca71ww2@
yahoo.com; Rainier AE 5,  Fredericksburg, 
TX, 9/26-28, Joe Appelt, (830) 249-8575, 
bfalpa@boernenet.com

Razorback SS 394, Little Rock, AR, 9/8, 
Bob Howard, (925) 939-3662, rhoward328@
aol.com; Roe DD 418, Williamsburg, VA, 
9/13-17, J. J. Noonan Jr., (978) 526-4422, 
mfn.jjn@verizon.net; Rowe DD 564, 
San Antonio, 9/21-24, Bob Wood, (863) 
667-3334, ussroweusswatts@yahoo.
com; Sabine AO 25, Oswego, IL, 9/27-29, 
John Clancy, (513) 731-5463, johnny-
jcincy@yahoo.com; Scouting Sqdns (All 
Units, WWII), Reno, NV, 10/16-19, Carl 
Wuestefeld, (408) 296-7905, sailor79carl@
yahoo.com; Sellers DDG 11, Las Vegas, 
9/11-14, Hilton Roberts, (480) 892-8033, 
hilton.l.roberts@boeing.com; Simon 
Lake AS 33, Jacksonville, FL, Oct, Gordon 
Sanders, (757) 588-2023, usn3030@cox.
net; Spiegel Grove LSD 32, Norfolk, VA, 
10/19-22, Dale Hatcher, (757) 340-6586, 
drhatcher4028@yahoo.com; Sqdns 33 
Assn– VC-33, VAQ-33, VF, VT, VAW-33, 
Seattle, 9/21-24, Lonnie Kesterson, (503) 
638-7021, papaandmomak@excite.com

Tanner AGS 15, Washington, 8/22-26, 
Robert S. Gregorowicz, (231) 546-2077; 
Theodore E. Chandler, Albuquerque, NM, 
10/12-15, James Crouch, (505) 748-3909, 
plumber@pvtn.net; Thomas A. Edison 
SSBN/SSN 610, Branson, MO, 11/8-12, Jack 
Ensminger, (717) 264-6870, jbe@pa.net; 
Thomaston, Duluth, MN, 9/21-23, Dave 
Hammock, (319) 396-5065, mmcret81@
mchsi.com; Tutuila ARG 4, Milwaukee, 
9/14-17, Ted Schneider, (504) 348-2046; UD 
Teams & NCD Units (WWII & Korea), San 
Diego, 9/28-10/1, Bill Stubbs, (440) 243-
4600, udt3bill@aol.com; Union AKA 106, 
San Diego, 10/12-15, Fletcher Yerby, (225) 
751-0229, dryerby@bellsouth.net; Uvalde 
AKA 88, Rochester, MN, 9/5-7, Robert L. 
Ruyle, (402) 488-8926, bobruyle@alltel.
net; VA-176 “Thunderbolts,” Pensacola, 
FL, 9/13-17, Dave Higgins, (757) 650-1642, 
davhiggi.7@aol.com

Van Valkenburgh DD 656, St. Louis, 
9/27-10/1, Vivian Graham, (863) 853-7963, 
vivgram@wmconnect.com; VC-12/VAW-12, 
Washington, 9/22-24, Dick Bray, (585) 538-
4252, leighbray@hotmail.com; Virgo (All 
Eras), Norfolk, VA, 9/20-24, Walt Tomlin, 
(254) 982-4469, wdtomlin@vvm.com; 
VP-45, VP/VPB 205, San Antonio, 10/25-29, 
Steve Riddle, (817) 244-2703, s.riddle@
ieee.org; VS-26 & VS-36, Kissimmee, FL, 
Paul Messina, (631) 793-3286, ltpdm@
msn.com; VS-931 & VS-20, Nashville, TN, 
9/14-16, J. Robert Wagner, (610) 277-4374,               
bobwagner@msn.com; Waddell DDG 24, 
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Las Vegas, 10/5-8, Guy Ward, (585) 229-
2391, gward@rochester.rr.com; Wedder-
burn DD 684, Branson, MO, 10/5-9, Lloyd 
M. Ash, (715) 392-8609; Weiss APD 135, 
Nashville, TN, 9/13-17, Jim Morton, (716) 
945-3679, apd135@yahoo.com
White Plains CVE 66/VC-4, Tucson, AZ, 
10/17-21, Joe Roos, (505) 892-5711, 
josephhroos@aol.com; Whitehurst 
DE 634, Kansas City, MO, 9/27-30, Bud 
England, (573) 365-1690, deswabby@
socket.net; Wilkes-Barre CL 103 Assn, 
Boston, 9/8-10, Judy Ellis, (603) 527-0526, 
scottandjudyellis@yahoo.com; Wilkinson 
DL 5, Baton Rouge, LA, 10/5-8, Maurice 
Mullen, (904) 928-9539, mclownman@aol.
com; Willis A. Lee DL 4, Baton Rouge, 
LA, 10/5-8, Frank Graham, (718) 934-6410, 
frankdl4@optonline.net; Wiseman DE 667, 
Kalamazoo, MI, 9/6-9, John E. Vallad, (989) 
653-3019, jevallad@msn.com; Yancey AKA 
93, Chicago, 11/2-5, George Clifton, (708) 
425-8531, clifs@ameritech.net

COMRADES IN DISTRESS
1st Bn B Co 141st Inf Rgt 36th Div 

(France, Mar 1945). Edward J. Ryan seeks 
witnesses to verify injury sustained when 
fellow soldier fell on his knee. CID 1486

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Post 18, AK: Elmer Banta, Robert Chenier, 

David F. Cooper, Jack W. Epperson, Bill 
Fisher, Dannie W. Garroutte, Joe Leman, 
David Shandy, Leo Stick, Ernest Tieman

Post 679, CA: Keith W. Earll
Post 10, FL: Larry D. Black, James R. 

Christian, Thomas A. Griffin, Ralph 
E. Johnson, Jose Marrero, Richard K. 
Mattern, Billy G. Newman, Stephen Popp, 
Robert D. Stark, Jon L. Yeitrakis

Post 119, FL: Mark A. Bloomer
Post 307, GA: Ralph F. Gordon 
Post 391, MA: Robert J. Blozie, Danny Dono
Post 51, MN: Daniel V. Kolar
Post 71, MN: Alvin Berg, Robert Dunnweber
Post 271, TX:  Eugene Dobesh, Clarence 

Foytik, Milton Lane, Mel Loeb, Arthur 
Mahlmann, Ray Tanking, Robert Wleczyk, 
Victor Zdunkewicz

IN SEARCH OF
1st Avn Co (Vietnam, 1962-1964), Gary 

Addington, (423) 968-7079
1st MP Tng Center Avn (Barksdale Field 

AFB, LA, 1944-1945), James A. Scott, 
(330) 652-5907

4th AAA Bn (Hayford, England, 1952-
1954), H.H. Spitzer, (407) 933-5539 

7th AF Eng, Army AF Pacific, Strat AF 
Eng Bn, Robert Kronberg, (402) 764-7685

20th Eng Bde, 30th Cbt Eng (Vietnam, 
Apr 1968-July 1969), Russell F. Mesec, 
(518) 298-2369, maggym@primelink1.net

22nd Replacement Bn (Cam Rahn Bay, 
Vietnam, 1966-1967), David P. Sweet, 
(603) 772-5577, dplpsweet@comcast.net

30th Eng Topographic Bn (All Units), R. 
MacThomas, bjmact@

   macthomasnorthamerica.com
30th Ord Det Nike Ajax-Hercules (Camp 

Holiday, Taechon-Ni, South Korea, 
1960-1962), Pete Eckenberg, (763) 420-
9020, petermaryan@aol.com 

30th Trans Co AAM (Fliegerhorst 
Kaserene, Langendiebach, Germany, 
1957-1959), David Thompson, (860) 589-
8383, davshe@sbcglobal.net

53rd Sig Bn, Roger Buterbaugh, (303) 663-
6797, rogpegb@msn.com

66th Avn Co 5th Corp (Frankfort, 
Germany, Nov 1963-Feb 1965), Chuck 
Auth, (813) 885-6476

66th CAMRON Instrument Shop (Laon 
AB, France, 1960-1963), Bill Schneider, 
wasr80@netscape.net

83rd Service Sqdn 325th Ftr Grp (Italy, 
WWII), Steve Caloviras, (301) 460-3724, 
stevcalo@starpower.net

241st Plt MC Recruit Depot, (San Diego, 
1953), Tom Caragher, (727) 466-0179, 
tomarl1@msn.com

257th Sig Det (Vietnam, 1962-1964), Gary 
Addington, (423) 968-7079

411th Sig Radio Relay Co (SHAPE HQ, 
Paris, 1952), Walter J. Frysztak, (847) 
524-0916

496th Ftr Interceptor Sqdn (Landstuhl 
AFB, Germany, 1955-1957), Anthony 
P. Marino, (603) 485-4606, premclaim@    
aol.com

541st Trans Co (Fort Bragg & Ankhe, 
Vietnam, 1965-1966), Richard Herrick, 
(419) 736-2950, loveaduck4@juno.com

568th Eng Co LE (Hanau, Germany, 1961-
1962), Albert Stevens, (413) 774-3439, 
fifthcorp@netzero.com

574th Trans (Toul, France, 1959-1961), 
Richard Soden, (785) 227-3617, rmsoden@
kans.com

844th AAA AW Bn D Btry, Pat Cassalia, 
4739 Manor Hill Drive, Syracuse, NY 13215

4683rd AF Hosp (Thule, Germany, Feb 
1963-Feb 1964), Charles F. Meador, (318) 
649-5335, cmeador@bayou.com

6921st Sec Wing (Misawa, Japan, 
1966-1969), Keith Boyer, (610) 751-6634, 
jboyer@jtasd.k12.pa.us

6925th Radio Sqdn Mobile (Clark AFB, 
Philippines, 1960-1961), Ed Oswald, (410) 
761-1739, ewoswald9@comcast.net

6937th Comm Grp (Peshawar, Pakistan, 
1968-1969), A.K. Ashcraft, 12350 
Princeton Pike, Pine Bluff, AR 71602

7689th HQ & HQ Co (Salzburg, Austria, 
1952-1955), William C. Beard, (352) 750-
1470, bebeard@thevillages.net

A Co 160th Rgt 40th Div (1952-1953), 
Robert E. Kirk, (217) 774-4619, rebel2@
ctitech.com

A Co 378th Cbt Eng Bn (Korea, Mar 1952-
Aug 1953), Emilio F. Gusman, 1426 Erie 
St., Ottaway, IL 61350

Acontius AGP 12 Band (1943-1944), 
Francis Fye, (641) 682-4214, flf@pcsia.net

ASTP Students (Mapman College, Los 
Angeles, 1943-1944), Jim McBrearty, 
(626) 796-8464

B Co 24th S&T Bn (Augsburg, Germany, 
1966-1970), Robert Hines Jr., (781) 
828-8099

CDR Cruiser Div 4, CDR Cruiser Dest Flot-
10, Boston CAG 1, Allen Hostelley, (215) 
723-6271, hostelley@webtv.net

Crew Gunboat PGM-18 (1945), Hal Gor-
don, (502) 742-7573, emir72@yahoo.com

Eversole DD 789 (1959-1961), Jerry 
Holmes, (580) 298-2917

Flag Allowance, JTF ONE, Wharton AP 
7, Opn Crossroads (Bikini Atoll, 1946), 
R.A. Porter, (619) 281-8768, porters2001@
msn.com

G Co 18th Rgt 1st Inf Div (1943-1945), 
Jacob R. Leaman, bigred1jjrl@aol.com

Hotel 2/5 1st Mar Div Plt 223 MCRD 
(Vietnam, June-Aug 1968), Jack Scott, 
(417) 326-6097

HQ & HQ Btry22 nd AAA Grp (Fort Bliss, 
TX, Fort Custer, MI & Fort Sheridan, IL, 
1949-1952), Delbert Goss, (817) 274-0126, 
delgoss@aol.com

Landstuhl Army Med Center (Landstuhl, 
Germany, 1965-1967), Roy D. Hilgart, 
(715) 762-1940

Seabee Reunion – 50th NCB, 92nd NCB, 
27th Spec CB, 110th NCB, 38th NCB, 
112th NCB, 107th NCB, 135th NCB, 9th 
NCB, 18th NCB, 121st NCB, 67th NCB 
(Tinian, WWII), Frank Kullmann, (201) 
825-9465

Serv Btry 2nd Bn 3rd FA Rgt 3rd Armd 
Div (Butzbach, Germany, 1976-1980), 
Steve Lucero, (303) 618-9797, luceros574@
aol.com

Short Beach Lifeboat Stn (Freeport, NY, 
1953-1957), John Hartley, (856) 582-9372

Sonarman Oceanographers (NAVFAC 
Turks Island, 1955-1956, Antigua, 1956-
1957, Cape May, NJ, 1958), John Fuchs, 
(301) 774-4214, jlhf@erols.com

VF-41 Ord Shop (1964-1966), Wallace 
Whitlock, papabear9099@webtv.net

TAPS
Talmage C. Carawan, Dept. of Mary-land. 

Nat’l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1975-1985, Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. 
Memb. 1977-1979, Dept. Cmdr. 1980-1981, 
Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1981-1982, 
Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1984-1986, 
Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1986-1988, 
Nat’l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 1986-1988 and Nat’l Cmsn. on 
Children & Youth Memb. 1988-2006. 

Frank W. Dee, Dept. of Nebraska. Nat’l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1968-1969, Dept. Cmdr. 1969-1970 and 
Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1970-1981. 

Rev. Henry Eisenhart, Dept. of 
Pennsylvania. Nat’l Chaplain 1997-1998.

Leon M. Jackson, Dept. of Louisiana. Nat’l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1988-1995, Nat’l Contests Supervisory 
Cmte. Memb. 1965-1984, Nat’l Contests 
Supervisory Cmte. Chmn. 1980-1982, Nat’l 
Contests Supervisory Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1983-1984 and Nat’l Convention Contests 
Advisory Cmte. Memb. 1984-1988. 

Nick S. Livas, Dept. of Illinois. Nat’l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1963-1964 and 1967-1968, Nat’l Law & 
Order Cmte. Memb. 1967-1968, Nat’l & 
Homeland Sec. Cncl. 1968-1969, Nat’l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1968-
1969, Nat’l Military Affairs Cmte. Memb. 
1969-1985, Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1975-
1980, Nat’l Convention Cmsn. Ex-Officio 
Memb. 1982-1983 and 1992-1993, Nat’l 
Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 1987-1999 and Nat’l 
Convention Cmsn. Cmdrs. Rep. 1991-1992.

Howard F. Long, Dept. of Maryland. 
Nat’l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1974-1980, Nat’l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1980-1982, Nat’l Rehab. 
Advisory Board Cmte. Memb. 1980-1984 
and Nat’l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1985-2005.

John William Murphy, Dept. of Arkan-sas. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1972-1973, Nat’l Counter-
Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1974-1979, 
Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1974-1975, Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1975-1990, 1999-2000 and 2002-2003, 
Nat’l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1978-1992 and 1994-2000, Nat’l Legis. 
Cncl. Memb. 1993-1994, Nat’l Vice Cmdr. 
1992-1993 and Nat’l Distinguished Guest 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1994.

Anthony Nardi, Dept. of New York. Nat’l 
Military Affairs Cmte. Memb. 1984-2005.

Mary Ellen Piotrowski, Dept. of Arizona. 
Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1996-2000, Dept. Cmdr. 2000-2001, Nat’l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
2000-2006, and Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
2002-2006.

John W. Wilkerson, Dept. of Mississippi. 
Nat’l Veterans Preference Cmte. Memb. 
1966-1967, Nat’l Counter-Subversive 
Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1967-1968, Nat’l 
Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1971-1972, 
Nat’l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1975-1978, Nat’l Law & Order Cmte. 
Memb. 1981-1984, Nat’l Americanism 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1986-1989, 2000-2003 
and 2004-2006, Nat’l & Homeland Sec. 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1991-1994, Nat’l Legis. 
Cncl. Memb. 1993-1994, 1999-2000 and    

Charles F. York Jr., Dept. of Wyoming. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1953-1954. 
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VIAGRA®

Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative
Without Prescription!

(30 tabs) - blue 100mg     $89.95
(60 tabs) - Save $40.00   $129.95
(90 tabs) - Save $70.00   $179.95

Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 

Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-888-527-0870 ext AL-2. 

or Send Check or M.O. To:
P.E. LABS, 1025 SW 59th st

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902

Free 
Shipping!

Supplies 
Limited!

WWW.USAVEONPILLS.COM

STRONGER
THAN

TOLL
FREE

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Co.

Fully EscortedTours
995$

12 Great Tours•Affordable at $995
•Copper Canyon Train 
•Canadian Rockies 
•Costa Rica ... and 9 More
Free 32 Page Color Brochure

www.CaravanTours.com

1•800•Caravan
1•800•227•2826

53 Years
Since 1952

Smart Shoppers
Compare

Need Sleep?
ADJUSTABLE BEDS

FREE
VIDEO AND

BROCHURE

LOWPRICES!

800-401-8692
NO SALESMAN WILL COME TO YOUR HOME

Or write to:  Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds
15950 Bernardo Center Dr., #B, San Diego, CA 92127

www.sleep-comfort.com

In-Home
90 Day
Trial

Save Up To 70%
Hearing Aids !  Free Catalog !

P. O. Box A-3976  Chicago, Il. 60690

1-800-462-5778
Monroe Hearing

CLASSIFIED

Legion members can save 
on mortgage, real estate 

and moving

Call 1.866.813.3620
or visit http://legion.myhomebenefits.com

• Hassle free mortgages and $300 closing reward*  

• Expert home selling and buying assistance with 
up to $1,000 or more in rewards* 

•  Plus, move with Allied or northAmerican and 
receive a $250 Bonus Reward**!

*See web site for details
** $250 bonus applies when all three services are used

●   H AT   P I N S ●    M E D A L S ●

●  FREE COLOR CATALOG
●  2500+ Military Designs
●  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
●  Call now! Toll-free!

  1-888-223-1159
●  Custom pins & patches available.
 Dealer inquires welcome.

HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.comB
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P
SSEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE 

TO: Ms. Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, The 
American Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott 
Company, Inc., 626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los 
Angeles, CA 90017. (213) 624-0900, Ext. 1219, FAX 
(213) 624-0997. All classified advertising is payable 
in advance  by check or credit card. Please make 
remittance payable to “The American Legion Mag-
azine.”  RATES: $32 per word. Count street address-
es and box numbers as two words; all city, state 
and zip codes as three words. 3 word minimum. 
CIRCULATION: 2,500,000 per month. DEADLINE: 
Advertising copy must be received 60 days before 
cover date of issue desired. All advertisements are 
accepted at the discretion of the publisher.

APPAREL
CASUAL JUMPSUITS AND WARMUPS. Low 
prices, large selection. Catalog, info. (800) 
397-3086, www.myjumpsuit.com. 

SUSPENDERS. Patented “no-slip clip.” Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com.

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS
CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com.

MISCELLANEOUS
OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! Oxlife’s 
lightweight, American-made oxygen concentrators 

produce 3-6 LPM continuously.  For home, car, even 
overseas. (800) 780-2616, www.oxlifeinc.com.

OF INTEREST TO ALL
www.BeholdJesus.info.

WWW.AFFORDABLEGRAVEMARKERS.COM.

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tablets 
$5, 30 tablets $39.95. (800) 458-1613.

ARTERIES UNCLOGGED! 100% organic liquid herb-
als. Effectiveness guaranteed. (866) 295-5305.

JADE EAST fragrance. (800) 241-5800, www.
kdc-regency.com.

CUSTOMIZED REUNION MEMORABILIA, www.
KilroysCloset.com.

WWW.USAMONUMENTS.COM, (888) 978-2883.

PERSONALS
MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879-4625.

WANTED
BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766.

VIOLINS, (800) 451-9728.

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167.

VINTAGE COSMETIC ITEMS, (800) 596-8077.
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Legion members can SAVE
with discounted pricing on 

state-to-state moving 

Allied Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 076235  
North American Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 070851

Call 1.800.871.8864
e-mail: alliedmoving@verizon.net

Call 1.800.524.5533
e-mail: navlmoving@comcast.net

Web site: http://legion.myhomebenefits.com

Moving?

ViagraTM Didn’t Work?
• Vacuum Therapy System
• 95% Success
• Covered by Medicare
For Free Information Call
1-800-475-3091

Call today for a FREE color

catalog of over 150 eye-catching

Classic Military Rings, plus a

Special Report you should read

before buying any service ring:

1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded
message). Or write: Classic Rings,

1209 Broadway, Dept. A-606,

Hannibal MO 63401.

www.ClassicRings.com
Code A-606

A Treasured Symbol
of Your Service

HEARING AIDSHEARING AIDS
UP TOUP TO60% SAVINGS60% SAVINGS

30-DAY
TRIAL

TRY
BEFORE
YOU BUY

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
● ALL MAKES & MODELS ● TERMS ARRANGED
● 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE ● ALL MAKE REPAIRS

● CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS ●  

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:

1-800-323-4212
We’re the oldest, biggest and best

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL         BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110

This is all 
you wear!

800-992-3524
SINCE
1895

“Ask for our colorful catalog”

www.martinsflag.com

ALL KINDS - ALL SIZES - PROMPT SHIPMENT

FLAG CO., INC.
P.O. BOX 1118

FORT DODGE, IA 50501

For purchase of 
LEGION RACING MERCHANDISE 

Visit www.legionracing.org.  
For bulk purchase call 1-704-658-9988.  

Help support the 
#76 American Legion Freedom Car.
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A spouse is someone who’ll stand 
by you through all the trouble 
you wouldn’t have had if you’d 
stayed single.

TWO BANK ROBBERS tied and gagged a 
cashier after learning the combination to 
the safe, then herded the other employ-
ees into a separate room under guard. 

After the men rifl ed through the safe 
and were about to leave, the cashier 
made desperate pleading noises. Curious 
to hear what he was trying to say, one of 
the burglars loosened the gag. 

“Please,” the cashier whispered, “take the 
books, too. I’m $7,500 short.”

ST. PETER is very busy in heaven, so he leaves a 
sign by the pearly gates: “For service, ring bell.” 
He’s barely gone when the bell rings. He rushes 
back to the gates, but no one’s there.

St. Peter goes back to work, but the bell rings 
again. He rushes back to the gates, and again no 
one’s there. Growing annoyed, he returns to work.

Ding! The bell rings a third time. St. Peter goes 
back to the gates, but still no one’s there. “OK, 
that’s it,” he mutters. “What’s going on?” He hides 
a short distance away, and a moment later, a little 
old man walks up and rings the bell.

St. Peter jumps out and yells, “Are you the guy 
who keeps ringing the bell?”

“Yes,” the old man says.
“Well, why?”
“They keep resuscitating me.”

A HUSBAND AND WIFE were involved in a petty 
argument, both unwilling to admit they might be 
in error. 

“I’ll admit I’m wrong,” the wife told her hus-
band, “if you’ll admit I’m right.” He agreed and, 
like a gentleman, insisted she go fi rst.

“I’m wrong,” she said. 
Without pausing, he responded, “You’re right!”

THE POLICE OFFICER got out of his car as the 
young man, stopped for speeding, rolled down his 
window. 

“I’ve been waiting for you all day,” the offi cer 
said, pulling out his notepad. 

“Well, I got here as fast as I could,” the young 
man replied.

When the offi cer fi nally stopped laughing, he 
sent the driver on his way without a ticket.

“As executor, I’ve been asked to read this last will and 
testament to all members of the immediate family.”

“You think you can fi nd a potion to put her to sleep 
for another hundred years?”

parting shots

68

6
/2

0
0

6

“I’m preparing my resignation letter.”
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FOR COMPENSATION INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death,
please contact:

The David Law Firm, P.C.
Jonathan David*

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(Greater Houston Area)

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing.

Toll Free 1-877-367-6376
Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658

Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras,

are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers.

Asbestos
Cancer Hits

Former 
Sailors

The David Law Firm
“Defeating Today’s Goliaths”

FOR MEDICAL INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma
patients, please contact:

Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 
Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com

www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas.
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

Mesothelioma Web
Hope * Support * Help

The most comprehensive
resource for Mesothelioma
patients and their families.

David Law 1204.qxd  10/15/04  11:34 AM  Page 1
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Casual
Joe

Haband

Slacks 2 for $29.99* Matching Shirts $12.99 each

You’ll love the comfort!

Handsome vertical stripe patterns perfectly matched 
to slacks! Handy chest pocket, roomy fit banded bottom. 

Cotton/polyester, 100% Wash & Wear. Imported.
Sizes:  S(34-36) M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 2XL(50-52)

3XL(54-56) & 4XL(58-60) All sizes one low price!

Matching Shirts 
Only $12.99 each

Check    Visa    MasterCard    Discover® Network  AmEx

Card # ____________________________________Exp.: ______/_____

Mr. Mrs. Ms. _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________ Apt. # ______

City & State________________________________ Zip ___________
E-mail _____________________________________________________

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or 
Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time!

Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452
Send _____ shirts & _____ slacks. I enclose $________ purchase 
price plus $7.99 toward postage.

Waist:   32   34   36   38   40   42   44
Inseams: S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) XL(33-34)

*Big Men (add $3 per pair): 46 48 50 52 54  56  58  60  62
Inseams: S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32)

COOL NO-IRON SLACKSCOOL NO-IRON SLACKS

Imported

In GA 
add
sales
tax.

Haband.com
Shop Online:

Postage is FREE on this order!

What
Waist?

What
Inseam?

How
Many?

06 GREY

02 TAN
ZL GREEN

8M CHAMBRAY

5J CADET BLUE
–0756877R What

Size?
How

Many?–15D0177R

02 TAN/BROWN

09 WHITE/BLUE

30 YELLOW/BLUE
03 BLUE/GREY

Waist gives & takes with your 
every move! Light weight, 
quick-dry cotton & polyester is

100% NO IRON 
PERMANENT PRESS!

4 Deep No-Hole pockets • Snap Closure     
• Indestructible YKK Zipper Fly 
• XTRA Sturdy Belt Loops 

• Convenient Golfer’s Locker Loop!  
100% EASY CARE 

MACHINE WASH & WEAR! 
COOL, COMFORTABLE,

S-T-R-E-T-C-H COMFORT!
If you wonder how other men look 
so good, ask them about Haband! 

Better yet, See for yourself! 
Be amazed at our Fast Reliable 
Service & No Risk Guarantee!!
$14.991⁄2 per pair. Hurry!

Chambray

Full Elastic Waist with 
Front Zipper & Snap Close!

Belt Loops too,
including Center Back!

2 Big Side Pockets! 
2 Button-Flap Back Pockets!

and FREE Postage!

pairs

for only

3 for 42.65 4 for 55.25 5 for 67.25

Green

New Customer Offer

Tan

Waist Sizes 

to 62!

Grey

White

Cadet
Blue

Matching 

Shirts 

$12.99

each!

Yellow

Tan

Cadet
Blue

Duke Habernickel
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Peckville, PA 18452

*
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